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VMierchants generally happy with seasomn

By Michsio Glanco
staff writer

The scason of piving has blessed
Downtovn Farminglon businesses with
prosperity,

While a few local stores had Christ-
mas sales slower than expected, most
shopkeepers and managers agreed
sales were up from last year,

Shaker and fur-blend sweaters, holi-.

day’dresses, pearls, gold herringbone
chains, dress shoes, computers, VCRs,
video cquipment, long wool coats,
Guess jeans, Jordache jeans, a brass
candle that automatically lights when
lifted, antique clocks and zoo shoes
{children's tennis shoes with animals on
them) are among the popular items
Santas whe shopped In Farmington se-
lected to put under the Christmas tree.

Teddy bear items were also hot
locally. A mitten decorated with a ted-
dy bear designed to be worn over a
glove when pumping gas, Furskin ted-
dy bears and teddy bear slippers were
all popular.

“Sales Jhave been real good,” sald
Jeff Sorlse, assistant manager of Har-
mony House records. “This Is my third
Christmas here and It seems to be the
buslest one. 1'd say sales are up maybe
7 percent.”

SORISE THOUGHT early shopping
might be a factor ip the increased
sales. "It scems like people are out
shopping earlier," he said. “There don't
scem to be as many people wajting un-
1il the last few days and that's a good
trend for cverybody."

Don Wilson, owner of Wilson's
Jewelers, sald sales were up “qulte a
bit. I'd say they were up 25 to 30 per-
cent,” Wilson said. “The cconomy’s bet-
ier, people are making good money.”

Personalized scrvice, free gift
wrapping and an aitractlve store win-
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- ‘Arthritis Today -
Joseph J. Weiss, M.D,
- . Rheumatology

.-20317 Farmingldn-Rond.,
Livonia, Michignn 48152

modicine (hut will stop the pain?
Tha phys

montha to years,

rick of fails,

] PAIN MEDICATION FOR ARTHRITIS
Arthritls hurts. Why don't doctors praseribe

(clan's problom [s: (1) the.best medl-
cinoa to stop paln are narcotica such as domos
8Ino, and morphine; and{2) most arthritls lasts

It narcotics aro proscribod for paln that tasts for
such a lengthy period, then theto |9 a good chance
that the patlent wilt dovolop narcotic addiction,

In tho etderly individun) with arthritls, addiction
Is unlikely. Unfortunatoly Il narcotics ere usod on a
regular basig, those modicallons can cause pro-
found consilpation, dizzipess, and unsteady galt.
in tum, difficulty in walking loads to serious falls
and head Injury or to fractures of tha hip or knoo,

Thero are medicinga that will alloviats asthritlc
paln to somo extont; tylanol end darvon aro
oxamplos. However, thoy cannat provido the rellaf v
1hnt codelne or morphine give, As componsation,
theso eftarnativa paln rollovoers, oven If usoed on o
dalty basls, will not ¢ougo addlction or Incroaso tho

dow display were some of the factors
that Wilson said helped his store com-
pete with large shopptng malls.

Liz Clark, manager of Tempo Fash-
fons, sald sales at the women's clolhing
store haven’t gone as well as expected.
“Maybe more people are going to malls
because they don't have to go in and
out,” she said,

Dressy, holiday sweaters were the
best-selllng item at the slore, Clark
said.

AT JO ANN'S Fabrics, baskets, craft
items and holiday ribbons were the
most popular purchases.

LecAnn Bracken, manager, thought
the fact that Thanksgiving came a
week later than wsua) this year may
have hurt holiday sales. But having a
pre-Christmas clearance sale boosted
sales at the fabric store, she added.

At Shoe Town, sales are up by 4-5
pereent, sald Tresa McCowan, mana-
ger. She attributed the increased busi-
ness {o a special sale where shoes for
the entire family were griced from $8
to $14.

Because of the promotion, dress
shoes sold well, she sald.

The holiday season at Radio Shack
was “just great,” sald Tim Strzal-
kowski, manager, “it's been terrlfic,”
he said. “1 would say we've done twice
as good as last year.”

Compulers contlnue to be a popular
gift for children, Strzalkowskl said.

“Peoplc are moving away from buy-
Ing the cheaper models Just to get the
kids Into computers,” he sald. "Instead
they're looklng at it as an Investment
because they reallze computers are
here to stay and they want a system
that's going to be able ta expand.”

AT HIT or Miss, sales were better in
October and November than they were
close to Christmas, said Felicia Jack-
son, assistant manager.

Dressy hollday sweaters and blue
Jeans were the biggest scllers and color
played a key role tn what sold. "Multl-
colored, bright sweaters and pale pas-
tels are reably popular,” Jackson sald.

At Pler One Imports, manager Jeff
Frushour sald the Christmas scason has
been a “rollercoaster ride.”

When asked i Thanksgiving coming
a week late might account for the role
iercoaster cffect, Frushour said It
scemed that “gals got thelr shopping
done carly this year but with guys, it
woukin't matter if Thanksgiving came
In July, they'd stlll be In here on Dec.
24 doing their shopping.”

Kathy Verstracte, manager of the
Dress Barn, sald there has been a 15-20
percent increase in sales from last
year.- “Sales have gone falrly good,”
she sald, “They're deflnltely better
than last year.”
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FANCIER HOLIDAY dresses and
long wool coats were the bestscllers at
the womnen's clothing store,

“Ithink a lot of people did their holi-
day shopping carlier this year,” Ver-
straete said. “There were a lot of peo-
ple that were alrcady done by
Thanksgiving."

Sates weére "deflnitely up” at the
Children’s Shoe Mart, sald manager
Linda Greenficld. Besldes teddy bear
slippers and zoo shoes, boys high top
tennis shoes were big scllers.

Since the Children’s Wearhouse Just
opened [n March, It couldnt compare
sales 1o last year, However, manager
Judy Robles sald sales scem to be
going well,

Santa visited the store for two weeks
before Christmas se children could get
plctures taken with him for free. “That
drew a lot of people because they didn't
have 1o wait in line in the mall,” Robles
said.

Besides Jordache jeans, long tops
with slirrup pants have been a big
scller for girls. "As far as price goes,
the malls can't compeic with us”
Robles said. “But when you go to the
mall, everything's there so It’s a matter
of convenicnce. And that's what hurts
us this time of year.”

IN THE Wooden Heart shop In the
Village Mall, business is "doing fine,”
said Ruth Prenlice, one of the awners.
“Qur sales are up from last year be-
cavse more people know we're here,”
Prentice sald.

A brass candlestick that automati-
cally lights up when Jifted has proven
so popular, it has had to be reordered
several times, Prentice said.

“We try to order a wide variety of
Christmas items,” Prentice said, “So
we always have new things coming In.”

At Country Miniature, a store in the
Village Mall speclallzing in do) houses,
owners John and Dorothy Siano were
up all night Dec. 23 putting together
doll houses.

save
energy

Wash only tult foads
of clothes and
use cold water more

“The last three days have been hys-
terica),” Dorothy Siano sald. "It's been
fun, but we've been busy, busy, busy.”

By Christmas Eve, Dorothy Siano
said the shop had “just about run out™
of tiny doli house furniture,

AT PERRY'S Clock Shop, Owner
Perry Swarlz sald while the dollar
amount of sales In his shop was up, the

average customer was spending less
than last year. “We get a Jot of custom-
crs that want to spend $20 rather than
$40,” Swartz said.

Less-cxpensive antique clocks, Jess.
expenslve music boxes and shelf clocks
were the bestselling stems at the shop
this scason, he said,

Barbara Melnlck, owner of the Mel-
nick Curlosity Shop, said she had not
done her books yel but holiday sales

scemed to be going falrly well.
The
helped at least one Farmington mer-:
chant. Jan Kordel, owner of Lifellne
Health Foods in the Vilage Mall, sold |
fresh organic turkeys for Thanksglving.*

late Thanksglving hollda, ?

“Qur sales were beter than expected
and a lot of people thought they were®
sa ecxcellent, they ordered them fok’
Christmas,” Kordel said, .

Judy McQapth of Farmington

Hills shops at HIt or Migs in
the Farming
Center.
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