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Volunteers keep
talking books in
constant repair

BY Loralno McClish
“staft weller

The conference room of Farmington
_Hllls Branch Library is reserved from
'9:30 am. to 3 p.m. the sccond and
fourth Tuesday of the month through-
out 1986, a rescrvatlon that has been
renewed every year since 1980 for the
“Telephone Pioneers, who utitize the
-space repalring the muchlnery and

used by the

“Our experlence in the telephone
company just lends itself to our getting
together to do this,” said Lelgh La-
Chappelle, one of about 15 retired Bell
Telephone employees who repalr from
800-900 Talking Books machines each
year In the library's conference room.

LaChappelle does not think of his
twice-a-month visits to the llbrary as
work to be done, nor does he think of

1+, himsclf as a volunteer worker.

— “This is a social event for us,” he
“said. “We used to do thls indlvidually,

S Tadke the machines home and repalr

=+them in our own bascments, Now we

"™ brown-bag It to the Jibrary, We help
one another with problems that onc or
the other may have more experlence
with. The library has glven us storage
space so we don't have to lug any
equlpment with us and we make a par-
ty out of it.”

Magazines as well as books are re-
corded on the speclal machines in the
Qakland County Llbrary for the bllnd
and physically handlcapped, hot
the local Nbrary. They are avallable
for the bilnd as well as anyone who has
difticulty In holding a book,

IF UP TO 900 repalrs a year sound
lke a large number, LaChapelle says,
"Think about It. If you have defective
eyesight or a physlcal handleap you are
much more likely to splll the coffec on
the book, knock It over, hit it off the
table. I think that number would be
;boul. average for any library(of its

Ind,

But the local llbrary is far ahead of
1ts sister librarles in the repair depart-
ment.

“As a rule there I3 a pile walting for
us and we keep up, even If we have lo
schedule ancther day in the month (o
do it. The (Michigan School for the
Blind) lbrary [n Lansing Ls stocked to
the oclling they are so far behind and
T've heard the same thing s true for the
library In Wayne County,” LaChapetle
said.

The keeping-up -carned the Tele-
phone Pioncers who work here the

“Voluntecrs Helping All to Read In .

Michlgan” Award from the Michigan
Licns Club last tall.

Telephons Ploneers who gathered this month to work on the Talk-

ing Book machinoery are (clockwise from bottom sight) Jerry Sauer,

But Talking Books is not all the
Ploneers repalr, They repaitr whatever
machinery in the lbrary that needs re.
palring, and as the work toad Increases
50 does their sklll,

In onc Instance they modifled a
Bralllewriter machine to allow a deaf
woman to know when she was reaching
the end of her typing space. Normally a
bell rings seven spaces before the end
of the Jine. That machlne is now wired
so a light comes on the same time the
bell rings.

In anather instance the group was
called upon to repalr an outdated tele-
phone switchboard 80 a ecompany could
put it on display In working order.

“That took a while but we dld it,”
LaChapelle sald.

TELEPHONE Ploncers of Amerlca
are long-service employces, both ag-
tive and retlred, who have been in the
industry for at least 18 years. The com-
pany thinks of the Ploncers as “an hon-
or society of men and women who have

! Woodcreek Elementary students
have an enhancement $o their media
1 center — and a vivid memory of fel-
! low students Amit and Arti Gupta
+ | who were killed with thelr mother,
i Shashi, In an Alr Indla plane crash
. In Jate June.

. A recently completed mural

AT RIGHT: Modia
. Specialist  Addio
" Lovine sorts books
at tha Woodcreek
Elementary media
centor bolow a
mural done In hon-
~or of the Qupta
family. Three
. membors of the
:temily were killed
In a plane crash
, lastJune,

-
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Elomontary students at Woodcreek Elomentary romembor
three mambers of the Gupta family, killed In an alr iragody
last June, through this recently comploted mural In the

| Mural dedicated in -their memory

honoring the three was done with a
$1,000 donatlon from the Farming-
ton Hills" father Sudhlr Gupta. The
donation was ofticlally accepted by
the Fnrmlngton Bunrd of Educatlon
Tuesday, Dee. 17

‘The mural deplcts storybook, ant-

achool’s medla centor. Shashl Gupta was a bilinguat aide
with Farmington Public Schools.

mal characters from Rudyard Kipl-
ing's “Just So Stories,” and names
the family members who perlshed.
y

Shashl Gupta was a 35-year-old
billngual alde wlith the school dis-
trict for two years, prior to her
death, Daughter Arti was 10 and son

Amit was 6.

They were traveling to Bombay,
India, to visit family, when the Boe-
ing 747 carrylng 320 passengers
crashed into the sea off the coast of
Ireland, killing all passengers and
crew on board.

83 . -
Leo Hawkens, Mike Whits, Loigh LaChapolle, Web Luginblli, Hsrold

Lyons, Gerald Linglo and Frank Howell.

contributed to the progress of the in-
dustry and who are still prepnrlng the
way for others to follow.”

1t's been In existence for 74 years,
now has about 602,000 members and Is
13 the world's Inrxﬁl voluntary assocl-
atlon of Industrial employees.

Pioncers are Involved In a large
range of charitable actlvitics, but work
for the blind and handicapped are nota-
ble priorities for the Wolverine Chap-
ter, based in Southficld.

“The Ploneers encourage those of us

who can to rcpalr the books, and this ls
all over the U.S.,” LaChapello sald, “I
think most of us who are doing this now
never had scen a Talking Book before
we started thls and some didn't even
knaw such a thing existed.”

The group that gets together here
never spend timo on any formal busi-
ness meetings,

“‘One person might order parts and
another take care of re-charging bat-
teries. But there are no offlcers, Every-
body's In charge,” LaChapelle sald,

Question of guilt

Accused accomplice’

chronicles 30 years

of social upheaval

By Joanns Whittaker
stafi wrltor

EVER GUILTY, Never Free,”
the book that grew out of the
1983 murder trial of Glnny

Foat, the former Callfornla
NOW president, is a fast trip through

. 30 years of soclel upheaval that at

times resembles a ride on a runaway
roller coaster,

Within the space of a few pages the
reader concludes that here Indeed is a

k any mother with an ounce of
sense will Enslat that her teen-age
daughter reads.

To be sure, Ms, Foat's description of
her life as nalve Virglnla Galluzzo, a
runaway from New Paltz, N.Y., and the
lurld details of her subsequent life as
unwed mother, battered wife and em-
battled feminist' contaln hundreds of
cxamples that should convince any
smart kid that for her own good she
nhauld stick with the straight and nar-

I\s such, the book Is a success. Any-
one md!ng Foat's 300 page "effort to
tell the truths that testimo-

the basement for a whipping. It is alss
Inslghful of a crimlnal Fusuw system
t dresses incarcerated women in
3lrll=h plonfores and where judges con-
gratulate them for bebaving them-
selves. It also offers an insider’s view
of the ofien misundersicod feminist
movement's appeal to a disparate
group of women,
ith Laura Foreman's assistance,
Ginny Foat gives an artlculata descrip-
tion of her emergence from total de-
pendence on & male-dominnted world,
in her case there were four husbands,
to the joy of independence and discov-
that she can live alone without fur-
ther fear that her accuser, handsome,
sophlsticated con artist turned aleohol-
ic, crazy Jack Sldote, can pursue her
any further through the courts.

The transformation bas been so com-
plete, she explains, that she can lve
and travel in freedom desplie the fact
that he was paroled from a 25-) yenr
prison seatence in carly October,

Sull the book leavés a nagging setics

Glven her devil
ll!ﬁtylc with Sldote and her tubsequcnl

ny or press coverage scldom reveals®
(Random House, $17.95) could hardly
help thanking her lucky stars that she
1sn't Ginny Foal.

However, at issue, and never re-
solved to the reader’s satlsfactlon, i3
the questlon, Is Glany Foat gullty of
murder, or Is she fnnocent of belns an
accompllce in the denth of Mol
Chayo? e
VﬂLh asslstance from award-wlaning
free-lance writer Laura Foreman, Foat
explalns there are an equal number of
reasons why ahe didn't follow the rules

daughters of wmkmg class'Americans -
In the conserva.

tive '508. Among the more eompeulnx, -
sho says, wis tho realization that maro-

were expected to

ly. belng a. female meant doors were

shut tight on any hope of advanced edu: - mw.

catlon, a career or fulflliment of per-

sonal ambition. D
" Now, after standing trial as &n ac:

complice [ a sordld murder in which

she 15 alleged to have lared Chayo out: |
of & New Orleans bar to his death, Ms,
* . Just . aboat. -

Foat scems to have flnal
concluaion that zhe sh ro.
zponded to her youthfut frustrations in
a wmawhu dmml manper, v

to survive, even succeed
to a position of political power and no-
torlety, has Ginny Foat really become
@ new person as a result of her trav-
alls? Or, has she succumbed to rich fi<
nanclal rewards much In the styleof'a
variety of lawbreakera who have gone
the book route since Watergate? e

Foat says “00” to the latter. She did .
not want to write about her llfe or her
ordeal, desplte a personal need to ad:
dress the inaccuraciea of the dally re.
portage that followed her thmugh Lhu
course of justice,

*After I was arrestcd,” ahe says, ot
was a’ Kafka-esque sltuation, Peopla

*wero calllag me asking for the rights to

the book, to a movle. Movie producery
were calllng, publishing houses vrers
calling all the timo I was thinking I
lymd the rest of my Ilfe in pris.

n was [riends, she says, who flaally
talked her into agreelng to a contract
by as ber how much she thought
ber court costs were golng ¢o be.

I sald. about $200 000, which was

t It was actually .
270,000,- There was no way thot the
27 I had In the bank was golzg to cov-
q- lhxl. 30 1504 the rlshu to my book,

mnk tlut d ever writy tha

boot.' e
m wrlnng bqan, she, nxplalm, al-
with friends what the

polnt of berexporiences had beer.
“Ploaso turn to Pugd 10

v
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