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If you have a news item or an
idea for a feature story or an ac-
tion picture with a Farmington
area connection, send a note to
our downtown office at 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024,

HELP save lives, give blood.

Amerlean Red Cross Blood
Services' Scutheastern Michigan
Region Bloodmobile will visit
Farmington Hills three times in
January.

From 10 a./. to 4 p.m. Menday,
Jan, §, it will be at the Holiday Inn,
38123 10 Mite. Call Shirlcy Samp for
an appolntment, 4771911,

From 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday,
Jan. 18, and Friday, Jan. 81, it will
be at the Botsford General Hospital

ministration and Edueation
Bullding, 23050 Grand River. For an
appolntment, call Beverly Welss,
471.8651.

Blood generally can be donated
by any kealthy person between 17
and 70 who welghs at least 110
pounds. The process, Including the
donatlon and refreshments, takes
less than an hour and can save up to
four lives,

“Donating blood is simple, safe
and risk-free. There is absolutely no
tisk to the donoe of contracting any
infectious discase. A new, aterile
need]e ls used for each donor, then
discarded,” Red

spokeswoman Toni Wilson safd.

ATTENTION, anl
Farmlngton-area senlors.

You can take part in the Oakland
Livingston Human Service Agem:y
discount program.

Discounts from 4 to 40 percent
are offered by local merchantsona
varicty of items, Including hair
care, prescription drugs and

eyeglasses, .

Pictures to be laminated into
plastic identiflcation cards will be
taken from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday,
Jan, 17 at the Farmington Hllls
Senior Center at Mercy Center,
28600 11 Mile.

THEY'RE degree winners,

Two Farmington Hills residents
earied doctorates from Wayne
State University In Detroit Dee, 12,

Ingrid Grossberg works asa
clinieal social worker. Monisha
Nayer plana to work in ¢linical
psychology. .

ON THE bonor roll.

Paula Gervasi and Maureen
0O'Conner, both from Farmlogton
Hlils, were named to the fall dean’s
Tist at Northwood Institute, Midland.

By Joanne Msliszewski
and Bob Sklar *
staff writors

A 38.year-old man Is charged with
premeditated murder in the shooting
death of his 24-year-old wife Dec. 26 in
their Farmington Hills apartment.

After allegedly shootlng hls wife of
one month with a .44-callber magnum
revolver, John Allen Vermculen shot
himself twlee In the chest, Sgt. Dennis
Rochford of the Farminglon Hills Po-
lice Department said,

Vermeulen was reparted In stable
condltion under pollce watch Tuesday
in Botsford General Hospltal, Farming-
to;:d!lllls Detective Gary Brandemlht
sald,

At bedside Tuesday, Dlstrict .Iudgc
Michae] Hand of Farmington arralgned
Vermeulen on a felony charge of first-

degree murder, Convictlon would brlng
a maxlmum penalty of life in prlson

died of a gunshot wound to the chest,
the Oakland County Medical Examiner

also was ruled g an autopsy
charge of possessing a firearm in lhc mornlng.
of a felony, C car- Although police are not sure what

rles a mandalery two-ycar prison
term.

INNOCENT PLEAS were entered In
Vermeulen's behalf, Hond ordered Ver-
meulen held without bond pending a
preliminary examinatlon in 47th Dis-
trict Court. Vermeulen was remanded
to the custody of the Oakland County
Sherl{f’s Department,

Although a prellminary cxam is re-
quired within 12 days of arralgnment,
the defense attorney could seek walver
of that requirement, or Hand could or-
der a walver, depending on Vermeu-
Ien's condition, the judge sald,

Vermeulen's wite, Urlme Lews, 24,

Police complex
going up slowly

By Josnne Maliszewsk|
stafi writer

Poor weather conditlons and a prob-
-lem with a subcontractor has slowed
constructlon on Farmington Hills’ $2.5
mlllion police facility.

- But the profect’s general contractor
ng the construction lchcdule
with hopes that the bulldieg can
completed by July 1988, Originally, uw_
mrgc(ed completion date was June

"E{e: hoplng to make up as much
time as he can,” City Manager William
Costick sald. “He (general contractor)
wlill be putUng together a now sched-
ule. But a lot depends on the weathér
this winter."

Although general contracter A.J, An-
derson  Construction Co. of Mount
Clemens 's expected to complete a
revised construction schedule In two
woeks, plons include completing the
foundations by the end of January, put-
ting up steel beams in February and
completing masonry work and roof by
March, said Thomas Blasell, Depart-
ment of Public Services director.

“By March or the {irst of April, you
should see. a bullding growing there,”
Blasell sald.

CONSTRUCTION ON the two-story,
35,000-square-foot bulldling began In
enrly August.

The first step was reconstructlon of
the driveways on the south slde of the
bullding and construction of a new
parking Jot. “Where we bullt the build-
lng Is where our parking lot used to

‘By March or the !lrsl ol
Aprll, you should see a
bullding growing
there.,!

— Thomas Blasell
DP8 director .

be." Costick sa!

About 100 new parking spaces have
been added to the city complex, for a
total 300 spaces, Storm drains, 8 water
maln and a large, deep sanitary sewer
alang 11 Mile also were installed.

Work was slowed because of ralny
weather In October and most of No-
vember, While excavating the, alte,
workers came across an arteslan well
that rcquimd water be pumped out of
the area, “It was nothing that should
have caused a delay, It was handled
easlly,” Costick sald. But cxcess raln-
fall only added to the already muddy
site conditlons.

Also addlng to the delay was 8 prob-
lem wlth one of the subcontractors re-
sponsible for site work. “In my opinion,
he didn’t work in an organized fashlon,
It caused delays. There was a relue-
tance to put a fult commitment on the
job," Costick said. The subcontractor
has since been replaced.

WHEN COMPLETE, the new faclil-
ty will provide ample room for police

happened between Lewls and her hus-

band before the shootings, Farmington

Hills Police Chlef Willinm Dwyer sald

Lewis lelt Vermeulen Dec, 17 and they

R\gﬁrcnlly planned to file for divorce
. 26,

. Vermeulen appeared “tg have been
depressed about the pending divorce,”
Sgt. Rochford sald.
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‘{ On the trails

Please turn to Paga 7

i The snow that started to fall befora Christmas
hasn't let up. Brian Kitz (above), a Farming-
ii ton Hills resident who's a senlor at Notre
Dame Unlverslty in 8outh Bend, ind,, took ad-

go of his winter break to work out on the
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Man charged with ’rhuirdeirmg wife

Twenly-llve cents

‘The shootings took place in the living  said there “aren’t too many handguns

room of the couple’s two-

apartment on Verdant Drive in the

Mulrwood Apartments and Terraces.

WHEN POLICE entercd the apart-
ment, they found Vermeulen conscious.
He made “incriminating statements
about himself,” Chlef Dwyer safd,

The suspected murder weapon was
reglstered to Vermeuler, The bullet
that Killed Lewls traveled through her
upper body through the living room

wal] Inlo a bcdroom, Rochford sald. }le
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room  more powerful.”

Police were called to Muirwood:
about 3:50 p,m. Dec. 26 after a younger
sister became concerned when she ar-
rived at Lewis' apartment {or a 2 p.m.
lunch date, but got no answer to repeat.
ed telephone calls and knocks on the -
door. A malntenance worker unlockcd
the doar for her, Rochlord sald, .

Sarvices for Lewis, s well as burinl.
will be in Dallas, Thayer Rock Funeral®
Home in Farmington handled locat ar-
mnxemenls
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RICK SMITH/stalf photographer

cross-country skl trails at Glen Oaks County
Park in Farmington Hilis. Tha 1980 Blrming-
ham Erolher Rlco High schoo! gmlun!o 18

. Community force

Bbb McConnell: soft-

people

Ellis, bord,
Knorp, Michael MacKinnon, Gerald
Miles, Joseph Myers, Denls NlcnlE.
GCary Olnzw:kl. Lea Panoushek,
David Rammage, Allan Ruphrect,
Ronald S1] and Jon Unruh. -

New Farmington Department of
Public Safety firefighters are Paul
Beale and Ron Meyers.,

FOOTNOTES: Did you know
the Farmlngton Hills Historical .

¢ Farmington
linn.lnu with thelcoage? -
“ The 67-page, paperback booklet ll
entitled, “Farmingtol Original,
Enlity, The Nmnl mnwry of
Farmicg

lt wnpublhhedln 1973.

NEWW recrults graduate,
The Farmington Hills Recruit By Joanns Maliszewski
School graduated 22 new statf wrllor
in 1985, ding 14

from Farmington Hills and two Hls soft-spoken affabliity almost be-
from Farmingtoz. lles his vigorous drive for challenge
ﬂrle%:h {-’cmxg:] l‘ﬂg:wlu aMark nndb:hu np%orlml:il‘yhrt: ;ahkule ho{d o{e a
a problem and sce ugh step-by-step

Christine Gebl Martin to solution.

It was Bob McConnell who, In 1972,
armed with Farmington Towashlp's pe-
tition for Incorporation, drove to Lans-
ing with only a few minutes to spare to
beat an cqually determined clty of
Farmington offlcial Intent on filing a
petition to annex part of the township.

It was McConnell who was among
the early group of movers and shakers
that saw the need to reorganize grow-
'armington Township as a city to

‘ax Commissk
means of creating a strong ux'l:;u for

 the youog clty’s continued

It was McConnell who saw -what
Farmington Township could become as
a city and worked toward that goal.

Bob McConnell, a fong-time community resid

acity.

“ONCE THERE'S a challesge and'a
problem to be solved, the job 's not dane
nlaked,” McConnell sald. “I

* unthl it's

takes leadership and ded.lw.lon to kecp
things moving. You don't falter from
your stated objective.”

And from all appearances, thal's ex-

.vac\ly how McConnell manages life,

and ‘raised In’ Ireland anod

armed with an education in textilo en-

spoken but a leader

* RANDY BORST/statt photographer

gincering and chemistry, McConnell
bid his homeland goodbye for a future
in the United States,

“The future was in the United States
and Canada,” he sald. “The linen ludus-
try was dying and tho polymer chemis.
try was growing. And Dupunt Chemi-
cals was here.”

A burgeoning career wasn't the only
future McConnell found in the United

about F !

Hills® early days as -

States. “I came all the way to Detroit
and mavried a Scotmh woman,” he
sald.

McConnell mvel.l back and forth to
Ireland but it's generally for buslness.
Yat tho ties to his homeland aro main.

talned by his sons whonneutmvelta
Ireland and England.

For

more Wln“f plctures, seo Fane A,
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