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Botsford Inn

Yearlong celebration will mark
sesquicentennial anniversary

By Loralne McClish
stalf writer

those snowballed way out of what we
" he said,

ARMINGTON HILLS Police
Department’s new color guard
performed lts lrst assignment
today by ralsing an American

flag with 25 stars, The handmade flag
that will be flying over Botsford Inn
throughout the year is a of

An example of one of the ideas that
snowballed was Fox's book that started

out to be a pamphlet and wlll be Issued-

la hard cover.

“It Is not at all academie, not schoi-
arly,” Anhut sald of “More Than a Tav-
em”,

“Itisa readable blt of

one that flew over the stage coach stop
In 1836 and slgnals the year-long cele-
bration of the inn's 150th anniversary,

Meanwhile,—artists and chefs,
printers and antlque consultants, ac-
tors and historlans, flower arrangers
and commitiecs without number are
working teward a dozen dates on the
1986 calendar,

Farmington Hllls historian Jean Fox
has authored @ book, “More Than a
Tavern,” which will be In print before
the met is out 10 mark the oceaslon,

Farmington histortan Margaret
Walker Is gatherlng informatton on the
Inn’s antiques to put into a booklet and
will head up the guided tours scheduled
throughout the year,

Farmington High Schoo) students®

* first cffort In thelr new video training

class is a tape of Botsford's history.

Hope Nahstoll Is writing a script of
the history ta be acled out by members
of St. Dunstan Players.

history.”

THE GRAND Sesqulcentenntal Anni-
versary Parly, the Inn’s maln cvent of
the year, billed as “a grand evening
filled with musle, laughter and historic
surpriscs” is set for Wednesday, Jan. 8.
Proceeds from the party will be given
to Botsford Hospital for Its Health, Ed-
ucation and Wellness program.

William Clay Ford Jr. will be guest
of honor that night, on of a string of
about 50 people, notakle in business, in-
dustry, cducation, local, state and fed-
eral government, who will be involved
in some way in the annlversary ycar.

‘Tours of Botsford are expected to be
announced startlng in February.

‘The Historlcal Fashion Show, staged
as a beneflt for Farmington Communi-
ty Center, is set for March 13,

Guests in vintage clothing will dine
on foods prepared {rom hlstoric reclpes
and dance the waltz, varsovienne and

‘Twenty-cight ball gowns
will.come out from behind glass cases
to go Into a historical fashion show.

BOTSFORD Innkeepper John Anhut
admits to being “overwhelmed by the
number of people who were willing to
become involved in this because they

are enamored of this inn, because they
have taken a personal Interest in it."
Anhut continued hy telllag instances
where guests would tell hlm “don’t
tamper wlth that — leave it the way it
Is” or a guest “was upset because we
had moved the Christmas carolers lo
another spot. - .
“So 1 knew a lot of residents had a
proprietary Interest In what we have
here, but I just never imagined it would
explode to these proportlons,” he sald.

Anhut’s exploslon startcd almost two
years ago with a letter he sent out ask-
ing for some [deas on wayas to celebrate
the anniversary. As a result, standing
committces have been meeting once or
twice monthly ever since, working on
1deas and plans for 1986,

“We couldnt make o meal on a
hearth flre. My chef says It would take
n week, so that was one idea that had to
go. Ancthzr idea was ta deliver Invita-
tlons to one of the balls on horscback, 1
backed out on that one because of the
insurance. But most of the ideas arc

. cemented up now and even some of

Innkeeper John Anhut will open the Edison Sulte on Botstord Inn's
second ficor for guided tobrs during the annlversa:

as Henry Ford's splrlt of
fun Is revived in the Botsford's ball-
room May 10.

The photography of Monte Nagler
goes on display in June and 80 award-
winning Sweet Adelines perform In the
courtyard June 10.

The photography of The Hilibllly
Snapshooter, Joe Clark, goes up In
July. Founders Day at The Botsford is
set for July 19 with a parade of Model
T automoblles, an fee cream soclal,
barbershop quartets and banjo music.

THE BOTSFORD invltes anniver.

year. The bed

‘was kept exclusively for Thomas Edison when hé vislted Henry
Ford [n Falrlane. When It was put up for sals, It was purchased,

sary celebrants to be guests at an annl-
versary wedding brunch Aug. 17. To be
a guest, just present a copy of the invi.
tatlon to your wedding, reception or
;J%dcn Annlversary party to the Bots-
o

Sept. 13 Is the date set for the Flrst
Ladles Historleal Pageant.

The inn hosts the Michigan Historlcal
Soclety Corvention, which is open to all
history buffs, Oct. 17 to 18,

In November, Botsford’s annual an.
tlques show shares the spotlight with
Farmington Garden Club’s Standard
Flower Show and an art show of work
from Farmington Publle School stu-
dents.

Christmas at The Botsford remains
Christmas at The Botsford wlth centu-
ry old decoratfons and ormaments
spread throughout the stagecoach stop
that was once an cutpost of civilizatlon
in the wilderness.

along with other Bieces from Fairlane, t5 furnish the Ian, The room
it stands in was aiso kept for Edison when he stayed at

The picture above was taken In

1980 when Innkeeper John An-
hut added an extenslon to the
orlginal atagecoach atop on tho
far cast end of the building, The
photo at lett shows a sampling
of the foods chefs are prepar-
ing now from 1836 recipas that

RlCITSMlTNIu o#t photographor
The fiag that will fly over Botsford tnn thie year is a duplicate of the one that flow over the sta-
gecoach stop 150 years ago.

WOOL FLANNEL PANTS BY

HARVE BENAI?D\

will be eerved the way they
were served 150 years ago.

. - RANDY BORST/statf phoiographer

NOW, $59

A wise
winter fashlon
buy. Fully-lined

pleated front wool
flannel pants with
the fit, comfort,
talloring and quality
you want. Own
several palrs in

your cholce of
basic colors.

Slzes 4-18.

“Jacobson's

‘We wolcune Jacobson's Charge Card or The Amotican Exprass® Card.

but at that time the room’s furnishings were quite Spartan,

OPEN THURSDAY AND FRIDAY UNTIL 8




