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i The following column is another
+ in a series written for the Farming-
¢ ton Observer by Chris Cogar, a tech-
¢ nician with the Farmington Hills
+ Police Department's Crime Preven-
tion Unit, .
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1 The door [s one of the most vulnera-

» ble palnts of access into the home, and

i while some burglaries may occur

* through an unlocked door, many others
involve forclble eniry,

In 20 percent of all homes burglar-
1zed In Farmington Hills during 1984,
entry was gained when the burglar
forced open an exterlor door, For that

- reason, residents should not overlook
.this area when evaluating thelr securi-
24 needs.

2%7The majority of homes use a com-
=mon, key-In-knob, spring-latch lock.
—owhen the door Is closed, the latching

Type of lock is important in

device s automatically sprung, which,
in turn, holds the door shut. Although
these Jocks may appear to be secure,
they offer mlalmum security, and most
can be casily opened with varying de-
grees of effort,

Many key-in-
knob, spring-
lalches can be
quickly opencd by
simply silpping a
plastlc credlit
card, knife or
sharpened screw-
driver between
the lock and the
doorjam. This
method of entry
trips the spring-

technician
8
operated latch of the lock, which then
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The d Y deadbolt, which
uses a key on both sldes of the door, can

- be threat to safety or lfe and I3 not

recommended by the Farmington Hllls
Police Department. Due to its design,

opens the door, In order to prevent the
lock from balng opened in this manner,
other key-in-knob spring locks Incorpo-
rate an auxillary plunger-llke device,
commonly known as a dead-locking
Intch, )

TO FUNCTION cffectively,” these
locks, along with the strike plalc on the

B . door jam that accepts the latch, must

be properly installed so that the
plunger of the dead-locking latch is de-
pressed to lock the bolt when It meets
the sirlke plate. Any slight deviation
could prevent the dead-locking latch

from cngaging properly, defeating its
pur;

pose,

Of cqual concern, both these locks
can be easlly forced with a hammer,
pipe pr crowhar, Once the knob of the
fock has been broken off, the security
mechanlsm becomes easy prey lo cven
the most Incxpericnced burglar,

Since the key-in-knobr Lype lock can
be defeated In less than five minutes
with no great skill, It should be re-
placed or backed up with better locking
hardware, The best defense for a good
salld exterlor door Is a quallty single-
eylinder deadbolt lock,

in panle when every sccond
counis, such as a [Ire, the double-cylin-
der deadbolt might cause confuslon and
loss of vital time.

FOR SUFFICIENT sccurity, the sln-
gle-cylinder deadbolt lock should meet
the following criteria:

® The bolt should be of case-hard-
ened steel or contaln a hardened steel
[nsert. It must extend a minimum of
one inch Into a heavy metal strike
plate, which has been sceurely fastened
into the doorjam and wall frame with
screws that are over 2% inches in
length, |

@ The deadbolt should contaln a sol-

horne security

{d metal frec-splnning cylinder guard
that is pered to prohiblt. twisting or
, wrenching of the lock with pliera.

@ The conncetlng screws and screw
heads that hold the Jock together should
bo made of case-hardened steel and be
located on the inside of the lock to pre-
vent the burglar from slmply unscrew-
ing the luck, These screws must be at
least onc-fourth of an inch {n dlameter
and fit into a solld metal stock fnstead ..
of screw posts,

No lock Is foolproof, but it can cost a
turglar more time to complete his
task. With (he numerous locks on the
market, It Is wise to do your homework
before making yaur cholce. Research
consumer magazines and Il you are
still unsure, scck out a rcputable
locksmith who has your concerns and
nceds in mind,
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Each week, the Farmington Hills
Parks and Recreation Division will
present a synopsis of upcoming ac-
. tivities in this column, For more in-

JSormation about division programs,

call the office at 474-6115. To discuss
> Farmington Hills City Council
agenda items, call the division
newstine: 474-3838.

CROSS COUNTRY SKI CLINICS —
The recreation division, along with the
Detrolt Free Press, Is sponsoring five
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recreation news

cross-country ski clinfes for your enjoy-
ment (his winter. The clinics wlil be
held on the following Saturdayy, at the
Glen Oaks Ski Center, from 8:30-10
am., Jan. 11, 18, 25 and Feb. 1 and 8,
The fee s $10 per particlpant per clinfc
and Includes equipment rental, hour
lesson and open skilng for half the day.
The fee Is §5 with your own equipment.

CPR -~ This American Red Cross
course is a ninc-hour comprebensive
class and refresher course. The sesslon

SEE OUR LARGE
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will run Tuesday, Jan. 21, Thursday,
Jan. 23 and Tucsday, Jan. 28. Classes
will be held at Dunckel Mlddle School
from 7-10 p.m. The class {ee is $5 and
Includes books and handauts, Reglstra-
tion is required for this class.

GIRLS' BASKETBALL — Reglstra-
tion Is being accepted for girls in

weeks beginning Saturday, Jan. 11, A
$15 regisiratlon fee can be pald at the
recreatlon office. The deadline to regis-
ter is Friday, Dec, 27,

SKI LESSONS — The recreation dl-
aislon will offer cross country ski les-
sons at the Glen Oaks 5kl Center. Les.
sons will be available on the weekends
for begl and dlate skiers

sons will be $11 including ski rental, $6
wlth your own cquipment. Reglster at
the recreation office,

1CE SKATING — Learn to ice skate
or improve your skallng techniques.
Classes meet for 30 minutes once a
week for six weeks beginnlng Tuesday,
Jan, 7 at 7:30 and 8 p.m. for adults and

grades 9-12 for an Informal
league (hat will be played on Satur-
days. The program will run eight

at 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. All lessons
are 1% hours long. The fee for the les-

Saturday, Jan, 11 at 3:30 p.m. for chll.
dren. Rental skates are avallable. All
Jessons will be held at Beech Woods

* Al our chandeliers, pendonts, wall wast

tor¢hieres, floor & tagle lamps-are &
Qur very best tn lastion lighting -

onsale
rofostyle.

neoclassic, traditional, country, contempo-

rary, or post modern at unusual savings

Qur

Arena, and the class fee is $25.

YOUTH BAND — Individuals in
grades six to ¢lght are offered the op-
portunlty to play in a concert band
which acquaints them with contempo-
rary muslcal Jiterature, Lessons witl ba
on Thursdays, 4.5 pm., at Dunckel
Middle Scheol beginning Jan. 9 and
contInuing until March 20. Particlpants
can reglster at the recreation office;
fee Is $13. All participants must furnlsh
thelr own Instruments.

sale ends January 12. o
ORCHARD
UGHTING
CENTER .

'« Orchard Lake Road af Fouteon Mie Road
(at Hunters Square Mok
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HAVE - SOME - FUN » WITH * YOUR'*.FooD/!




