B

Ethel 8immons editor/644-1100

dhe iEtcmtrii: Newspapers

Entertainment:

Thursday, January 2, 1086 O&E

‘Ticklish business
What's new in comedy shows

By Kathioon Moran
stalt wrller

That comedy can be a fickle business hasn't dls-
couraged two optimlsts from banking on laughs in
the New Year,

Mark Ridley, a stalwart who is in hls seventh
year in the comedy biz, opened In his “sixth and
{ast” locatlon a few months ago on the Woodward
corridor, The Comedy Castle is now settled into the
former site of the Spaghettl Company, on Wood-
ward at Catalpa (11% Mite).

And on Jan. 10, the Comedy Crossing will open
downstalrs In the Red Cedars restaurant, on the
northwest carner of Telegraph and Nine Mile in
Southileld,

While both are alter customers who want a re-
freshing evening of humor, the Castle and Crossing
are offering diffcrent ways to it Billed as a “new
concept [n comedy spots,” the Comedy Crossing
will present (wo familfar funnymen — Bab Posch
and Ron Coden — alternating throughout the year,
The “comic of the month” wilt appear Fridays and
Saturdays, with thows scheduled at 8 and 11 p.m.

The Comedy Castle, on the other hand, will con-
tlnue bringing In a new major entertalner cach
wecek from Tuesday through Saturday, as well as
retain its Monday amateur night,

RIDLEY, WHO has ploncered the comedy busi-
ness In this area, thinks there’s room for both types

Series features pianist

Bliss and Benjamin Britten's "Phan-
tasy Quartet for Oboe and Strings.”

Qrchestra members include Donatd
Baker, principle oboe; Ronald Flsch-
er, violin; Linda Snedden Smith, vio-
Un; Hart Holiman, viola; and John
‘Thueman, cello.

‘Tickets can be purchased at the
door or at Bookpeople In Orchard O
Mall, Maximus & Company Booksell.  F!
ers In Birmingham or Harmony
House In Royal Oak.

The Amerlcan Artists Series, noted
for playing rarely-hcard works by
outstandlng performers, opens Jan.
12 wlth concert pianist Joann Free-
man and members of the Detroit
Symphaony Orchestra.

The S p.m. concert will be held in
Kingswood Audltorium, 8985 Cran-
brook Road, Bloomfleld Hllls. Among
the warm, romantic pleces are “Quin-
tets for Plano and Strings” by Robert
Schumann, Frank Martin ad Arthur

of shows In this market. “Both Ron and Bob have a
loyal followlng,” he sald. “They're going for a little
differcat crowd, a more established crowd.

“J like to keep it Iresh,” Rldley said of his con-
stantly changing schedule. “These are people that
you see on TV ~ the Tonight Show, Late Night With
Davld Letterman, . . *

Ridtey sald he has entertainers booked through
Seplember. This week features Tom Sharp, who has
appeared on TV's Bloopera and Practical Jokes,
followed next week by Marty Polllo, then Paul Kel-
1y, then Paula Toundstone who has been on Satuor-
day Night Live and Marty Kohen who was a regu-
lar on Solld Gold.

Posch and Coden have worked the Detrolt mar-
ket since the early 1960s and have loyal fans who
Jack Freed, owner of the Red Cedars, expects will
follow them to the Cedars. Posch wlll open Lhe
show Jan, 10 and perform until Feb, 1, Then Coden
wlll toke the stage from Feb. 7 until March 1, Occa-
sionally, the two may surprise the audlence with a
Joint show.

Freed caught the comedy fever from Rldlcy, af-
ter working together one year while the Comedy
Castle was located in the Cedars. “Mark runs a
great show,” he sald. After Ridley bought his own
restaurant, Freed declded he's like to try comedy
too — but {rom a dlfferent standpolnt.

HE BELIEVES his setting Is Idcal for a comedy
ahow (scating for 175 in a half-circle) and the enter-

details, catl 224-3691.
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THE ULTIMATE
EVENING

Experience Excitement
with Style

at the Benchmark

Our new, clegant decor serves as a dramatic setting
Jfor superb continental cuisine, fine wines, and
impeccable service. The plano music is soft.
Tbe china, crystal and stlver will shimmer.
Cocktall and dinner service available Monday thri
Saturday beginning.at 5 PM,

For reservations call 559-6500.

It is a special place for very spectal people,

Benchmark

1640 J.L. Hudson Drive, Southfield, Micbigan, 559-6500
v

Photographis by Carl Schurer open
the new year at the Detroit Council of
the Arts' Front Room Gallery.

The exhibit beglns Jan. 3 and contin-
ues through the month, The gallery Is
pen 9 a.m.5 pm. Monday throu
riday and from noon to 5 p.m. Satur-
day, It is at 47 E. Adams, Detrolt, For

Schurer, who holds a degree from
Callfornla School of Fine Arts, founded
the Red Door Gallery In 1963, It was
the first Cass Carridor gallery and onc

tainers are the best In the Detrolt market. “They
are the only two wa consldered,” he said, “Only i
they would come Into it, and come lato it whole-
heartedly with thelr names on the marquee, would
we have done I,

“I think Bob and Ron have beean tested by time,"
he added. “They have been appearing in the area
{or a long time and bave become more effective as
time has gone by. And thelr materfal s always
changing."

Posch likes the ldea that only drinks will be
scrved during the show, food is reserved for the
upstalrs restaurant.

Ridley has found that works best, too. He has a
dining room which scats 92, apart from the show.
room which seats 300 and a bar area which scats
140. The restaurant also is open for lunch.

After the Comedy Crossing format scitles In,
Freed 1aid he may try an amateur night. For Rid-
ley, that’s a regular Monday night attractlon, one
he calls “the good, the bad and the ugly.”

‘The talented amaturs are invited back as open-
ing acts. “I like to think of this as a gymnasium for
fun’z'lu. If they don't work out, they don't get bets

er.

For rescrvations at the Comedy Crossing and ™
Red Cedars, call 353-3756,

For reservations at the Comedy Castle, call
542-9900.

Photographs by Schurer
open the new year

which has provided many artists with
thelr, flrst exhibitions.

Schurer currently does photography
and documentation for the LINES
ries of readinga at the Detrolt Instituts
gh - of Arts, He has photographed natlonal-

Burroughs, Jon Asberry, Clark Coo-
lidge and Kathy Acker.
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OF ONE OF EQUAL

-, good tastes:
e ———————————————————
Enjoy the many good tastes of the
+ -7 MonJin Lau - .

Sizzling Rice Soup + Mongolian Bee! "
. Peanut Chicken » Moo Shu Potk « Hunan Shrimp
———Sharoour.good fastoswith aftiend -~

Oistinctive Cuistne of all China
. s Exotic Spirits’ )
+ «E, Maplo Rd, al Stophenson Rwy. « Troy
B T . 689-2332 ot

WE'RE MORE
THEN JUBT A

Lunches Mon.-Sat. 11-3 p.m.
Dinners caich of thodays Pasta
- Chicken Elainae Veal Caliiornia
“WERY HAPPY HOUR" Jto 6 pun.
fleduced drink prices and complimentary hore
dosuvres. - . .

WITH TH!S AD GET OKE LUNCH FREE WiTH THE PURCHASE
OCATGREATER VALE.

Make Mark Ridley's Comedy *. -
cumacmv‘grpuurus-. .

2503 Woodward « Berkley

ly known authors including Willlame

Offering the quality you expect

from the Kingsley Inn, with quick

service and Coffee Shop prices.
Open Mon. thru Fri. 6- 10 p.am.

Sat, & Sun. 6:30 to 2:30 pm.

Full carry out services.

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
DLOOMFIELD HILLS + 634-1400

PONTIAC Te2e3e4e5 ™330

CONTINUQUS PERIOPMANCES DaNY - .
SATE-SHOWS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY *

The Bob Posch (top) and Ron Coden brand of musle and madne
will be combined for the first time at the naw Comedy Crosaing,
‘production of the Red Cedars restaurant In Southfield.
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CONDNUOUS FIEIODWANCIS DALY R .
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When the settings

. ? . .
rtg\nt 505 th@ mqht

Luncheon 41am-3pm

Hors d'osuvresdpm-7pm.. -* -

Dinner Spm-41pm BRTERIEN
Friday & Saturday'til -~ T

T . midnight .

- Cocktallstil 2am
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After all, ws ARE more
than just a comedy clubtl.. .

PLACE
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