By Tim Richard,
stoff writer '

Legislative leaders arce hoping for
agreement early this year on a blll to
a«:enlmllw the publle transportation

and
glve ita v:lmnce to wln voter tax aup-

po"We ‘re trylng to move It before the
Easter recess 3o it doesn't get bogged

sorhed by SEMTA under a 1976 law. A
merger couldn't be negotiated because
SEMTA lacked the funding source to
guarantee Detrolt Mayor Coleman
Young that service in the clty wouldn't

be reduced,

FESSLER'S BILL passed the Senate
casily in spring of 1985, but has been
bogged down In the House — flrst in
the Transportation Committee, then in
Appropriations, with the Transporta-

some amendments, The significance s
that the chalrman of the chamber's
transportation committee Is Willlam A.
Cilluifo, {ormer administrative alde to
Mayor  Young and former SEMTA
bonrd member by Young's appolnt-
ent,

Cillnﬂn now Is markellng director
for the Automobile Club of Michigan, a
group which historicoliy has some-

The current SEMTA board hes 18
members — four appolnted by the
mayor of Detrolt, four by the Wayne

County cxecutive, three from Oakland -

County by various procedures, and two

by the Macomb County board, Two oth-

ets are appointed by other procedures
to represent the outlying countd

[
“The chamber flrmly belleves a -

- complete restrucluring as proposcd in
SB 363 is needed,” snld Ciltuffo, who Iy

nms Jan 1088 OLE +

Lawmakers have hopes for new transit authority

reciplenu 15 the lype of lqunbbllng
that's occurred In the past be\ween
SEMTA and the city,” ho sald.

2) The bi)l should provide that either.
an income tax or o property tax be leve
1ed on a reglonwlide basis. At prescnl. 1
provides only a property tax. “The size,
type and duration of the levy should be

Jlature,” sald Cillutfo, *

Jelt with tha electorate, n‘ot the chl.l-

*. 8) The bl}! should not rutrlct the ser:
vice area of D-DOT to the clty Ilmlu of
Detrolt. “We don't think that. ouzht '15
boa leg,mnuva mandate, Those d

slons ought to be made by the new poll-
¢y board,” he said.

times been cool t0 public transit, The

down n the election year," said state  tlon Committee asking for a sccond  chamber’s statement of support for SB also chafrman of the chamber's metro- HELP KNOCK OUT.
Sen. Richard Fessler, R-West Bloom- shotatit. 363 was largely In Cilluffo’s words, politan transportation committee. BIRTH DEF S "
fledd. Fessler, as chalrman of the Senate BUT WHILE Cllluffo and the cham- “The Big Four would comprise the ECT:

Fessler is author of Senate BHll 363, committee handling translt, sald wverA ber llke the idea of the Blg Four actting  board of the new governing body and
which would abolish the al have been policy for the RTC, Fessler still s cool would therefore be accountable to the
Southeastern Mich!zan Tr“,pnm.uon tween his staff, the House staff and the to that {dea. public,” sald Clllulfo. “Thcy nrc very
Authority (SEMTA) and replace it with  “Big Four” which would run the RTC  “I'm stli going to push for four pomlvenbouwneproﬁoul P
a tricounty agency. Fessler's bill would = Young, Wayne County clected THE CHAMBER, however, I8 pro- ENNSYLVANlA HOUSE FURNITURE
glve the new Reglonal Transit Com. William “Lucas, Oakland Exccutive he sald, "“They would be more interest- posing’ several amendments, Clliuffo IN THURSDAY'S ISSUE .
misslon avthority to ask voters for a  Danlel T. Murphy and Macomb County  ed in transportatlon. It would be their - 3ald. Among them: Jorme
property tax to Board Cl Walter F primary goal, They would want a sys. 1) The bill "“'““ more clearly lden. @ Morcho! DI mes

The new RTC would Jeave intact the _ In a signiflcant move, the Greater  fom thal's vioble — one they could sup-  tfy authoritics designated to receive or T rowin
Detroit Department of Transporlation Detroit Chamber of Commerce last porl when they go out and talk to the federal and state fundlng. “What we're
(-DOT), which was supposed to be ab- month endorsed the Fessler bill, with  publle.” strylng to nvold by having designated . L N
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DESIGNER BOUTIQUE CREATIONS...

Blinds and/or Drapes combined with contlnenta!
. French Poof or Balloon Valances, Cornlces, ete,

Let Mr H. Design “Something Special” for you!

>|'|1~1 s
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AllIn Stock Merchandise at
our Rochaster Store
« All Sales Final
with our Far

For an appointment Call 664-8805
Mou.s‘int. 9 am-5 pm
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MY ACHING BACK

26561 W. 12 Milo, Southfleld .«
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and office » Orthopedic beds
WITH THIS AD « EXP. 1-20-86
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