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between the cowgirl and hor dog,

ByiraLax
spocial writer

It's a sunny morning in early January. The furnace just cllcked on,
warming the chilly night alr to a conservative 86 degrees or maybe even
an opulent 70.

The coffce’s brewed and from the kitchen window I sce cardinals and
chickadees seattering the Hght snow of of the blrd feeder.

Before 10 o'clock, the clouds move in and the fading imagined warmth
from the sun leads me to make my own fire.

Kurt Markus' photography of working cowboys and cowgirls from out
West reminds me of how protected we city people {Lhe lucky ones) are
from the cffect of the elements on our everyday lives,

Thelr cyes reftect the daliy cnn(ronmﬂons with wind, rain, heat or

>cold. And .camera has d this face In people
who are sUlll qulte young.

CENTURY-OLD

of the first Indlan settlers and herd-

The striking contrasts in biack and white in Kurt Mnrku-'n photo reinforce the rolationship

crs taken by relatlvely unknowns such as George Edward Anderson,
Andrew Alexander Forbes and L.A. Huffman were less format In style
than thesc. Those early photographers were chronicllng what was scen
as a progressive settlement process ol a “virgin land” belng changed
forever.

Their subjects are plctured at work on the range or taking meals
around the chuck wagon; men of all ages in all manner of gark. They
lock scarred by drudgery, weather and loncliness and seem full of prl-
vate thoughts no camera could penetrate, Thelr working appears only to
have stopped for the short trip of the camera’s shutter.

Markus' environments are more staged, while his subjects are more
relaxed, They lean on one leg, with their hats cocked and thumbs hooked
into thelr jeans like the Western mavies.

But, desplte the 20th century nonchalance, these people are real. Thelr
dally concern for the wealther, the immense Jandscape and the absence of
canned smiles Hak them to thefr herding forcbeare,

Some of Markus' subjects stand just an uncomfortably before the lens

It may be the Wenern movie-type pose, which
Markus chose for his subject, but this cowboy

i

St
WD,
& E

alill jooks ke he's seen more w
work than his Hollywood counterparts,

Photographs depict cowboy’s rugged life

as the old-timers, but a few appear to have most of the afternoon o pose.
This relaxed attitude may reflect the modern pervaslveness of photo-
graphs and their pawer to shape the way we see our world and ourselves.

THE TONE and cempositlon of these Images create an atmosphere of
understated strength, even repressed violence, The dlrectness is Intense
and very Interesting and there is much to learn from the detalls.

In addition to the portralts there are pictures of a roundup, a branding -
and one espectally striking image of old-time spurs (It's by the front
door, so don't miss it when vislting the gallery).

Markus was born in Whiteflsh, Mont.,, ncar Glacler Park, Untll last .
year he was editor of Western Horseman magazine. He Is martied and
lives in Colorado Springs. -

The show cantinues at Halsted Gallery, 560 N, Woodward, Blnnln
ham, through January.:

1 highly recommend it for everyone interested in wdny 3 mwbay or In
good protraiture.
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END OF THE DAY BREATHER, comforiahlo 3 bedroom
ranch In Romulus. Large klichen with atep-down family
room, sllding glass door 1o dock and above ground pool.
$30,800. 348-8430,

-

GREAT STARTER HOME, movo Jn conditionlll Must soo

GREAT FAMILY HOME. Three bedroom tei-lovet near tho
lakas, Neutral docor, mave-In condltion, $62,800. 851~
1800,

WHY LIST WITH US

Here are just some of our tooly that bulp sell yeur bome . .

$134,800. 851-1800.

1his boautllul 2 bodroom brick ranch, wood deck, full base.

mont, full eitic, 2% car uuvngu. Located In Qerdon clry.
$46,900. 348-6430.

+ QOO0 ASSUMPTION. Sharp, move In condlilon, 4 bods  »

room Coloull.l on Ime lot. Excelient Hoor plan, new spa.

+ clous Florda room. Carpated throughout, ceniral alr and
oitlc tan. Mular bath, $84,600. 650-2300.
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CHAMING CAPE COD. Nower kitchen, formal dining room
with French doors to dock. Huge Florlda room. Matn floor
master sulto. Lovoly Iuma ot with iroes and pond.
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SPACIOUS FAMILY HOME. sprnwﬂnn 3 bodroom ranch on
terge lot, 2 turnaces, fow heal billa, Hoaviy Insutated, large
12t floor utllity room. Oversizod 2 car grrage with door
aponer, $72.800. 477-1111.

N

Ity floor pian, Large ot In nice area. $67,500, 477-1111,

TWO BEBRODM CONDO. Immaculaiety clean and woll
::m 2 :edmom conde In aduly mplnx. No childeen and
$48,500, 477-1111,

. |DEAL FAMILY HOME. 4 bedrooms, 1% balhs, 2 car at-

tached garage. Closa to schools, church and shopping.

FRalsed naturel firepiaca In family room, Partialty Knished full
basement. Brick and aluminum. $87.000, Call 558-2300.

FREE TRAINING

Call one of our officas listed balow to find out
about the naw pre-licensa class beginning January 27th,
*Buradl materials charge

5 YEAR OLD COLONIAL Neatly kopt 4 badroom, 2 bath
solﬁr)tvlulnm:l:;:mhnmumdbmlnnluwmodm
amlly room with fireplace, Central alr, Quick pancy.
$111,900, 477~ ““rop v (uick pocu

dining room, .
famlly room with fireplace and dmmvull lc pnllo Great fam-

NEW GONSTRIJO‘I’I RANCH". Ivl-rd tofind Rlnchvmn
QREAT AOOM, 3 bedroom, 2% bath, 1st floor laundry
room, Located in beautitul Hunt uuhmotmwmw
ditterent dedgmd homes. 8134.900 851-1900,

Lol
BLOOMFIELD Hil LLB wptlonal
7 by, many unmlun. pdmc louuon. nm oal: floors and

.‘IV- bllhl, nfunhoun mint ccndluon. 8200,500 w-svoo .

VERY SPECIAL 3 BEDROOM - root and fumace 3 years offl
« wiring updated « stoel ontry doom both front and back m
“exlra lﬂﬂ‘dlrl;b‘l::‘ddld extended urlvo newer carpet.

4 BEDROOM ALTA I.OM& Great umny home In pmn- loe
catlon near downiown Farmingion. In-ground paol. Base-
manl. 2% baths, remodaied kitchon, bedrooms. Fi
., plmmd booundvu famity room, $119,000. BSHM




