Performances of the
Meadow Brook Theatre
production of “Angel
Street” continue
through  Sunday, Jan.
26, on the Oakland Uni-

ersity campus near
Tlchc.slrr For ticket
‘information, call the
box office at 377-3300,

By Cathio Breidanbach
special wrltor

Meadow Brook's intrl-
gulng productlon of “An.
gel Street™ by Pairlek
‘Hamilton scts up myste-
‘rtous questions n  the
first few minutes, and
George Guitto's expert
portrayal of Mr. Mann-

Uneven musical opens theater’s

. Performances of the”
-Will-0-Way Apprentice
\Theatre production of
ghe musicat “Once
-U'lmn a Mattress™ con-
‘tinate at 8:30 pam. Fri-
duys-Saturdays and
4:30 p.an. Sundays at
the theater in Birming-
ham. For ticket infor-
mation call the box off-
ice af 44-4418.

By Calhle Broldonbach
spaclal writer

ingham makes us wonder
just how bad thls disllke-
ableman really s,

Is he merely an auto-
cratic Victortan husband
who cnjoys lordlng it
over hls distraught young
wile, or Is he a man who
indulges In a more calcu-
lating brand of evil? Per-
haps a man with a grisly
murder in his past?

Director 'l'ercncc Kil-
burn succceds In main-
taining tenslon throughe
out by using the depar-
tures and anticlpation of
the returns of Mr. Mann-
tngham to kecp the audi-
ence on edge in this mys-
tery thriller that Ingrid
Bergman and Charles
Boyer made famous in

Mattress,” a mixed pro-
duction saved by three
crackerjack performance
es. Eileen Weiss Is une-
quivocally wonderful as
the bumpklin princess
who proves her reline-
ment when a “plea” un-
der 20 mattresses
dlscombobulates her roy.
al sleep.

Franclne Hachem as
the loud-mouth queen
mother and Marle
Scafone as the wistful
lndy-‘l‘mwaltlng turn in

< Wil-0-Way Apprentlce
Theatre christened lts
new bullding in Birming-
ham  with the muslcal
comedy “Once Upon a

[n thls Broadway hit that
Carol Burnett brought to
TV many scasons ago.
Last spring Will-O-Way
moved from the litile the-

At the heart of the play is
= Eileen Weiss, who could

the 1943 film, * y

Bethany Carpenter as
the 'hand-wringing, in-
sccure Mrs, Mannlngham
convincingly vaclllates
{rom start to finish. The
Victorians believed wom-
en were frall ereatures
with weak nerves, weak-
er bralns, and who knows
what else that was weak-
er than that of men. Car-
penter plays a Viclorlan
woman, an easy victim of
her husband's campaign
to unhtnge her sanity.

THE REALITY that
her own mother died in-
sane and that Mrs, Mann-
(ngham Is Isolated at
home by frallty and hus-
bandly decree feeds into

ater on Long Lake Road
that has been lts home
since the 1940s. The de-
cor of the old place could

described as strug-
gling-artist threadbare,
The aura of Will-0-Way
hasn't changed at the new
location. The struggling-
artist ambiance remains,
and the Will-0-Way The-
atre and School for the
Performing  Arts  stlll
runs on heart and aug-
ments {1s skimpy budget
with donatlons and
granis,

Al the Birmingham ad-
dress, 2253 Colc Street,
not far from the Birming-
ham lce Arena, the decor
offers no frills boyond the
necessitles of a stage, a
curtaln, and seats for the
audience. The Will-O-
Way staff and players
make vp for the scruffi-
ness around the cdges
with their obvious enthu-

J

Cathie
Breidenbach

her nervousness and
furthers her husband's
plot.

Enter the breezy, com-

fortable Inspector Rough be

who brlngs a whiff of hu-
mor and a welcome light-
ness into this ponderous
houschold of unhappiness.
Richard Easley is a plea-
sure as the [nspector In
search of evidence to con-
flrm his suspiclons. He's
on the trall of a man who

THROUGH THE years
now-great players llke
George C. Scott and Lilly
Tomlin, plus a host of
ather known and still-
struggling performers,
have playcd the Wiil-O-
Way stage on thelr way
to the big time.

Director Celia Merrill
Turner reminfsces, “Will-
0-Way began In Bloom-
ficld tn an old apple stor-
age bullding. Now we're
in a converied warchouse
fn Blrmingham.” Some
things don't change.

“Mattress™ is the first
production ot Will-O-
Way's new locatlon. Be-
hind Its opening lles a
complicated story of
postponements, seme-
thing like playing a board
game and landlng on
more than o fair share of
spots that say *go back
three spaces.”

It took many months to

years ago murdered an
old lady to get nine price-

fess rubles.

But Is the inspector to
trusted, sneaking in
the way he does without
scarch warrant or the
trapplngs of authorlty?
He totes a flask and tlp-
ples on the job, and he
cven dares to offer strong
drink lo Mrs. Manning.
ham. Is the alrcady.
confused Mrs, Manning-

to the exacting standards
of the Birmingham buitd-
ing inspeclor and the flre
marshall, Durlog those
months  “Mattress,”

scheduled to apen In
June, was posiponed sev.
eral times, forclng
changes in the cast, as
rlayers returned to eol-
ege or wark.

The reshuffling of the
cast cxacts its tofl on the
production. Some of the
supporting players scem
to watk through thelr
scenes looking ke new
recrults. In fact, scverat
aspects of the production
have a last-minute feel to
them,

THE MEDIEVAL cos-
tumes by Helen King are
very good, but many ha-
ven'l been aitered to fit

the shrewlsh,

ham to belleve this rag-
gle-taggle fellow who
claims (o be & celebrated
Inspector but almost
cant remember (o re-
trieve hls derby when he
cxlts to hide from Mr.
Manningham?

What's more, he tells
this dutlful wife tales of
her husband indulging In
seedy extracurricular ac-
tivities when he steps out
every night. Does he

Thursday, Janu!

speak truth? Mr. Mann.
ingham's dalllance with
the flippant mald, Nancy,
played with appropriate
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‘Angel Street’ still has breathtaking suspense ||

Terence ,Kllbum _wisely
keeps “Angel Street” just
this slde of melodrama —
except once when the

sexy sass by Liz Zwelfler, lustful groplng and
Is one conflrmation that elutching between Nancy
this upright and be-
may not be g0 comu 30
after all. to be sllly.

Barbara Barringer s
fine 23 Elizabeth, the
housckeeper, | a pllabln
woman who 1Lul wants to
do right by whichever
person is talking to her at
the moment. She's cer-
tainly, no help in resoly-
ing the quullon of who
speaks truth

CHARGES OF murder
and madness arc serious
business and Direetor

new home

the players wearing
them, and the crudely
constructed set lacks pol-
Ish, even taklng Into ac-
count Will-O-Way's obvi-
ous shoestring budget.

Enough about the
scruffy cdges of “Mat-
tress.” At the heart of the
play is Eilcen Welss who
cauld almost slngichand.
edly carry the show with
her Carol-Burnett-style
comic mastery. She uses
every detail to advan-
tage, down to the least
little burp and hiceup,
and her rubber face Is
hawlingly funny.

She has excellent help
from Francine Hachem
whoe plays te perfection
doting
mother of the prince and
from Marle Scafone,
tenderly flirtatlous and

finc as the lady-[n-walt-
ing in love with Slr Harry
(Dave Koch).

‘The men are outshone
by the women in the play,
but Tony Casarta docs a
creditable job as the sim-
ple young Prince Daunt-
less, as does Wally Szum-
ny as the simpletan king
with an eye for the ladies.

Sharon Thomas on pl-
ano provides musical
backup and director Cella
Merrlll Turner's fine
sense of staglng comes
through In the debut at
Will.O-Way's relocated
theater,
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The set by Peter Hicks

{R n.scxow ’

Is splend!d, app roprlntelv

ponderous with a Vietor}-

an mix of pattern and
brie-a-brac. It's imposing
~— at once grand yet at-
tentlve to the smallest
detail — the kind of set
that Meadow Brook dm
30 well,

OPEN

Offering the

i
COFFEE SHOP
EVENINGS

uality you expect

from the Kingsley Inn, with quick

service and Coffee Shop prices.

Open Mon. thru Fri. 6 - 10 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 6:30 to 2:30 p.m.

. Fullcarry out services. ~

WOODWARD AT LONG LAXKE ROAD
- OLQOMFIELD HILLS «.643-1400 -

—
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. almost singlehandedly
- carry the show with her
' Carol-Burnett-style comic
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CINEMAS

siasm. bring the renovatlons up

Make Plans
For An Evening
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THE ULTIMATE

SPIES [ BLACKMOO ’ ’
) l.lKE US m RISING [:]

PUN'IIAG 6'7-3-9 10 nonomlnnmw

~BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY-$2 5O FIRST AUIHNWN suowomv‘
CONIINUOUS SHOWS SAT. SUK. & HOLIDAYS

Lights

Las Vegas Style .

Singers LAJE SKOWS FRIDAY AHD SATURDAY

Dancers — moemers B ENEMY v '-
Magic Ilmlm.MAﬂANs” MINE mml
Comedy
ROCKY OUT OF
Impressionists [\YAR: AFRICA Jizn) .

Perdormed Live in the Experlcnce Excitement

with Style '

at the Benchmark -

BRUNCHES*

(’mr.laf Battroem
P ';:" o at
i |;~ ORE LAPRYETTE
1B 8 g ARRMRT

aitand County's Newsst And Moxt Zxciting Hignt Spol!
Wodnesday & Thursday $4.50

SUMNUT PLAGE cinemas * 682-5584°

HORTH 1(LEGRAPH & TUITABEIH LAKE RO,
IAROAm MAI‘INI[ DAILY-5§2.50 "FIRST AFIEENOON SHOW OHtY
NUINDOUS SHOWS SAT. 3UN. £ HOLIDAYS 3

* Adazzling, ever-changing darrav LATE SHOWS FRIDAY 6 SATURDAY

of breakfast, luncheon a
dinner favorites, and pastries too
numerous to mention.

+ No compromise is ever made.
with quality or freshness.

Friday & Saturday $0.50

. Zlcgant ambience of theKingsley Cockisits Valat Parking
ining rooms.
» White linen and silver service. Qes ervations 3. 34-940y
. Adults %8.95 Served 10am.-2p.m.
N Open for Dinner
*As featured in Monthly Detroit's save
BEST OF THE BRUNCH BUNCH.
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Don’t heat your
aven to clean it

{1 you use an oven
cleaner requiring
heat, do your
cleaning while the
aven is still warm
after use. Many
.effective cloanars
need no heat at oil.
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‘Woodward at Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills s 6420100

Our new, eh‘gmu dccor serves as.a dramatic n'mng
. for superb continental cuisine, firie wines, and -
- fmpeccable service, The lano music Is soft,
" The china, crystal and sitver will shimirier.
© Cocktatl and dinner service availablé Munda
S

{;;An el Street

by Fatrick Hamilton Fasfilon lunchies
 “Whata ively, spooky evening this st glﬂ;éisg"%ﬁﬁ“  Today's fashions,
Through g  Detfeebres " ardroom. lacques Is Monday. Tuesday.
rough Januaty the perfect place to Thursday. and Friday.
‘Tonight at 8:00 p.m. meet. The food and Enloy deliclous lunches

and dazzling styles
thatll make you shine. | .
Complete catering.” ~
Qur gourmet {ood will

ambience will serve loﬁ ’
make you astar. )
Romtantic dinners
Contlnental culsine.
fine wine.anda = <
secluded 1able for
wo..the restIs In lhe
stars.

Single tickets on sale, please cali
377-3300.

Tickets at AAA and Ticket World

% 7$wUnhwluyF.dl w,

QU campus to Wilson

{took foc rdurqymtum:l FREE PARKING

(){WM?:«%‘&

A cultural program ol Cakland Univenity
54 B g eBBRop BB
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- your budget, so you' I

64
30100 'relesraph . havea fourstaraffalr;

(N, of 12 Mile)




