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Volkswagen Beetle marks 50th year
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The Volkswugcn Bectle was 50 yenrs
ol in October. The Beetle beeame one of
the world’s most popufur cn:s and helped
shipe the history of aute manufacturing.

In the United States, the Bectle intro-
duced millions of Americans to German
technology, quality nnd dueability while
firly establishing the small car as a
mauinstoy of the Aniericun automobile in-
dustry. Bt brenme the transportation, hol»-
by and pet af more peaple tin any other
car in history.

The Bectle wonld spawn a whole folk-
lore about its feats of endurance. It would
be driven in ever corner of the earth from
the Australian outback te the South Pole
and even {loat 0 miles ucross the English
Chinnnel. A pilot for Continental Aiclines
woulk! Ily a light plane pawered by o VW
enpine across the acean and baek, A com.
poser would write “Concerto for Yellow
Volkswagen and  Orchestra” Children
wanld be naned so their initials would be
“VW*" und Walt Disncy would immortal-
ize » Beetles named "Herbie™ in a scries of
box affice hits. firmly cstablishing the
Beetle ns the work!’s best-loved ear,

IT WOULD inspire what cremtive di-
rectors, art directors and copywriters
across the country voted one “the most
significant and  succeasful -advertising
campoigns since World War IL" Bectle
acdvertising by Doyle Dane Bernbach won
nearly every nward the advertising indus.
try offered. It did the unthinkoble in
terms of teaditionnl sutamabile advertis.
ing and told consumers straight out that
the Becetle was ugly, small, never chongcd
its oxterior and was very 1 o
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While other car ads were heavy on su-
perlatives, the headlines in Beetle -ads
urgted drivers to “think small” (a revolu-
tionary iden)s trumpeted in modest, “n
$1.02 i pound™; und nsked the rhetorical
question, “Do you think the Volkswagen
in lmmcly? Thcy stated, “We cliange the
v

buy and mnintain. It was simply o ma.
chine thot gat you from A to B, cheaply
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only to improve il. not to
make lust year's mocdel obsolete.” VW ads
rellccted the Beetle itself; honest, humble,
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tismeless, basie, substantial,

The origin of the Beclle dates back to
Jun. 17. 1934, when Professor Ferdinand
Porsche submitted a poaper titled *“Con.
cerning the Manufuctuse of a German
People’s Car” to Wlie German governnient,
This puper detincated the most important
t«-hmcul dc(mls of his concept far a highe

¢, cusy to and
“'uy lig ipht utility vehicl
Prepurations for construction ul the lml

Bee!lc. The car's exterior changed tittle over 50 yean of pro-

protatypes went aliead in the sume year.
Stasting in 1935, a varicty el experitmental
mut pre-production cars covered millions
of miles ux part of an urduous testing pro-
wram, This was the birth af the Beetle as
we know it teduy.

Over the years, the Beetle found its way
to nore thun 140 countries around the
wark! und sceured on impr +sive market
shure of muny of them. For gencrutions,
the upe of motoring itsell began with the
alforduble Beetle.

OUR COMPANY MOTTO:
“We will build this business on
the reputation of our Service Dept.”
General Manager - Tony Grech
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C-K 10 Pickup
Celebrity 4 Cyi.
Cavaliers

Novas

selocted * 72 7on Pick Ups
models * Y2Ton 4x4 Pick Ups

48 Month Financing
Super Sales Blitz through 2-22-86

HOLIDAY CHEVROLET
30250 GRAND RIVER
FARMINGTON HILLS _ 474-0500
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