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ET'S WORK together.
That theme was hammered
home last week when the Farm-

ington City Council approved the

concept of a Downtown Development Au-
thority.

And cooperatlon s exactly what's need-
ed lo make a DDA succeed.

City council-appolnted and with auton-
© omous decislon-making powers, a DDA Is
- designed 1o promote economic growth, in-
crease properly values, help generale jobs
and strengthen merchant ties.

We repeat: Rejuvenating a smaller een-
tral business district is only as limited as
the enterprise of the landlords and shop-

keepers.
The city council, in collaboration with
the D F: Devel t

Committee, could lead the way, however,
through a DDA made up of people with a
vested interest in Downtown Farming-
. ton's well being.
A downlown is niot only bricks and mor-
T2 tar. And Farmington already has two
',\: other key clements: a caring council and
- spirited shopkeepers. The trick is to
**%. malntaln energy levels while courting the
many absentee landlords.
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>3 'QUITE CLEARLY, it's wiser nol to
=% walt until merchants have fled and build-
% ings have deteriorated before striving lo

enhance Downtown Farmington’s appear-

< ance and, In turn, bolster its tax base. t's
33 casier to make downtown bulldings at-

+~tractive places in which to live, work and
shop while the area is still vibrant.

In a recent Observer survey, downtown
merchants roported a generally upbeat
holiday " shopplng season. Parking lots
were full and cash registers were ringlng
— both healthy signs.

Consider tlie other citics where DDAs
have succeeded — Rochester, Northvllle,
Royal Oak - and it’s evident a DDA
would be pivotal in helping promote
Downtown Farmington’s strengths: 2
small-tewn chiarm, family-run shops, free
parking and competitive pricing.

A Farmlington DDA also would be in-
strumental in helplng:

@ rehabilitate storefronts by combin-
ing the best of original architecture with
conlemporary design;

® cxpand parking on the north slde of

Grand River;

® improve pedestrian lighting and
trafile controls;

® add such pedestrian amenilies as
benches and restrooms;

@ establish a village green;

in Farmington

@ cullivate common business hours;

@ encourage cultural attractions;

® preserve historical sites;

@ link Grand River with Shlawassee
Park;

@ develop theme activitles, seasonal
festivals and a downtown logo;

® recruit a small department store and
other desirable businesses;

® welgh the potential for a minibus
service;

@ establish boutiques or restaurants in
old houses along Grand River;

@ promote development of onc- and
two-bedroom apartments to reinforce
downtown's residential charaeter.

IN SHORT, pooling resources means
more than cooperative holiday and win-
dowtllghtlng — although that’s a good
start,

A DDA also would have the tools to pro-
mote Downtown Farmington's character,
architecture and heritage as well as both
public and private investment, It would
complement — not replace — the Farm-
ington Beautification Committee.

The Farmington City Council and the
Downtown Farmington Development
Commilttee now must make shopkeepers
and landlords feel thelr participatlon in.
deed is welcomed. It no doubt would cause
havoc if the city tried to authorlze a tax
for public improvements repulsive te
most taxpayers.

These past few months have proven a
learning experlence for all — counciimen,
shopkeepers, landlords and residents
allke. Let's now get on with the pressing
need to re-establish Farmington as a re-
tail hot spot.

Let's conlinue to accent cooperation —
not confrontation. )

— Bob Sklar
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Detroit’s frown, upside down

ON SLOW news days of late, I've been
poring over “Michigan beyond 2000,” the
Hudson Institute (HI) report for the state
Senate. In the sometimes depressing
chapler on Detroit, an old song from a
Walt Disney movie leaps to mind:

Everbody's got a laughing place,
A langhing place to go ho-ho.

Take a frown, turn it upside dotwn,
And you'll find yours I know-ho-ho.

Detroit? A laughlng place? Have I been
awash in too much holiday punch? Did my
brain cells freeze on an lce-fishing trip?
Not so. There's genuine hope, says the
Hudson Institute, for Detroit to become
the capital of black America, and the tur-
naround could be visible by 2005.

DETROIT COULD have a lot golng for
it — provided Its leaders “take a frown,
turn it upside down.”

In one generation Detroit has lost more
than 2 million white residents, galned a
halt-million blacks and on balance lost a
half-milion. Since the 1950 peak of more
than 1,8 million, the population loss has
been 40 percent.

On the other hand, the HI report points
out, land scareity is no problem, as it isin
many old clties, Just the opposite:

“Owing to abandonments, Detrolt now
has about 12 square miles of vacant land.

Tim
< Richard

Its central business district is strikingly
underdeveloped.”

And catch this potentially cheerful note:
“The city holds bottom rank among the
nation's 33 largest downtowns In the price
(per square foot) of office space.”

Cheap land! That used to be a rallylng
ery for ploneers in the 19th century. It
could be again.

CAN DETROIT realize its “new rede-
velopment potential”?

More than half the kids are fatherless
and on welfare, taxes on those with jobs
are enormous, there has been “'a 20-year
erime explosion” — but yes, it could be
done.

Qur older neighbor to the southeast,
however, must change lts land policies,
Instead of “passively marketing” dinky
30-foot lots at the rate of enly 1,000 a
year — meanwhile adding ever more land
to its 27,000-lot inventory — the cily
should assemble these lots into larger
parcels, HI suggests.

Politically, that’s more caslly said than
done. HI recalls the massive resistance to
the job-producing General Motors Pole-
town project straddling the Detrolt-Ham-
tramek border. Kl sees Detrolt as politi-
cally hostile to middle-class development,
whether white or black.

But the supply of cheap land, both
downtown and in the neighborhoods, Is a
genulne ray of hope.

CAN DETROIT do it? Reading between
HI's lines, yes:

“Together with rapld growth of the
black professlonal class, a new generation
of political leaders is emerging . . . Aless
abrasive and street-wise political style,
and far greater skill at networking and
aliiance building.”

HI suggests, as I noted last week, hold-
ing the 1id on city wage increases. It also”
suggests more reglonalization of services.

There are other assets: riverfront con-
dos; corporate Involvement of Ford,
American anurn{ Resources and Stroh in

T h
campaign for tri-county taxation to pay
for Cobo Hall expansion. a
All of us in the suburbs are paylng big
federal and state taxes to support Detroit,
Some of us who were raised there have a
soft spot in our hearts for the old town.
Anyone with any humanitarian spark
should want to sce it succeed. i
“Take a frown, turn it upside down

A look ahead — it isn’t all roses

FUTURISTS these days are making blg
bucks {1 love that term. It started out, I sus-
pect, on TV games and beeame an accepted
part of the patols of newspaper reporters, gov-
ernment offlcials, buslness persons and cleryg-
men. It signiffes an Imprecise amount of mon-
ey but probably more than the average
{vllcb«;nnld's burger-server makes in a life-

me.)

Futurlsts define the future’s parameters (an-
other vogue word used mostly by prolessional
phonles) so that us normals stuck In our own
day-to-day troubles can point cursclves in the
right dircction. I have decided to get into the
futurlst racket so that big bucks will come my
way.

AS A starter, I predict that the average por-
son will have (o come to terms with the follow-
ing trends:

@ Travel time to alrports will lengthen so
that any airport trip will take at least as long
as the time spent In air travel.

® Unlons will begln bargaining for legal
coverage as well as medieal, dental and opti-
cal beneflts Lo keep pace with the fact that in
he futore there will be one lawyer for every
100 resldents and an average of three lawsulls
per family. - 4

® Testing of employces for new Job will ine
clude such things as lie detector tests, testing
for drugs, TV and sound
and drug and contraband-snif(lng dogs in the
gork place. Two-way, mirrors aro also possi-
e,

Bob .
Wisler

AIRPORTS AROUND the werld are gear-
ing up for more and more securily as terrorists
contlnue to strike. Al it will take will be one
attack at a U.S. alrpart and the airparts will
fnstitute a serles of Checkpoint Charlies, Pas-
sengers will have to-have engraved tickels
with as many swirls as dollar bills to pass in-
spection at scanning devices.

People nccompanying passengers will no
longer wave goodbye at the plane door —
thoy'N be three miles down Lhe road at a spe-
clal wave goodbye parking lot where they will
drop would-be passengers off for a fitney ride
by armed guards to the airplane.

The old waiting areas in airports will con-
yeried Inte dressing stalls, where people can
d:lsro&c down to their undies for weapons
cheeks,

Needed Is an invention for alrplancs which
will unloose a stream of gas to pul passengres
Lo sicep whenever o sound monlter picks up the
word “hijack” In any of 42 languages.

LEGAL COVERAGE s defintely a must.
People will have to have different legal spes
clallsis for different situatlons, One for wills

and tegal papers, another for various clvil
suits, ete.

For example, if you mallman sues you for
havlng an eyesore frontyard avergrown with
vegetation and littered with chlldren's toys —
which, he alleges, caused him to feel undue
siress and seck eatly retirement — you want a
lawyer who s famlliar with such cases.

You certalnly don't want the guy you have
retalned to sue the local police department for
harassing you by {nsisting that you break up @
noisy party that a nelghbor said caused undue
stress to his cardrums at 3 a.m. Each lawyer
has his specialty, like some dcal only with back
injuries, others handle only’ workers comp
claims and others will ‘deal only with suits
agalnst markets which have sold unfresh flsh.

EMPLOYEE LITIGATION coverage will
mean you will be able to have lawyers on hand
instead of plcking them out of the  yellow
pages ot from advertisementson TV. | ¢

In the area of employce testing, more scfuti-
ny will be the watchward. One company; Gapl
tal Cliles, which awns ABC, said it will start a
program at its Kansas Cily newspaper of hav-
ing dogs run through the bullding at nighd to
snlff out possible drugs, Some companiey Have
Installed TV monltering devices to keep ameye
on whether employees are peforming adquates
1y, or, perhaps to ensure that cmployees think
someone Is watching at all imes, .

|
In the novel 1984, it was the government

watching cltizens. The reality may be that [n

our brave new world It may be our bosses. ”



