Many bills are introduced but few become Iaw

By Tim Richard
staff wrltar

With nine strokes of Gov. James J.
Blanchard's pen, state Sen. Rudy Ni-
chols became one of the most success-
ful members of the Legislature in get-
ting bills passed.

.. Blanchard recently signed a package
of bllls to toughen child support collec.
tlon procedures,

Nichols, a freshman Republican
from Walerford whose district includes
greater Rochester, worked on a blpar-
tlsan team with Rep. Debble

Sen. Rudy '
Nichols of
Waterford:
nine biils

@ Democrat from Lansing, to win pas-
sage in both houses. But use Sepate
versions of the bllls were adapted, NI-
chols' name gocs on them,

It llustrates one of the quirks of
Michigan leglslative politlcs, where
;mly one bill In a hundred cver becomes
aw,

BLANCHARD'S news ofilce even
gave credlt to Nichols as prlme sponsor
of the package.

“Michigan contlnues to be one of the
most suceessful states in the natlon n
its effort to colleet child support,” sald
Blanchard. The bills and thelr provi-
slons:

® SB 224 amends the Friend of the

of Income.

& SB 228 amends the Support and
Visitatlon Enforcement Act to allow a
court to requlre a bond or impose a len
to secure payment of chlld support or-
ders.

® SB 441 provides for the “Intercep-
tlon" by the state Department of Treas-
ury of tax refunds to be used to pay
laxpaycrs llabilities. .
® SB 442, 443, 445 and 446 amend
three acts — Famlily Support, Divoree
and Chlld Custody — to require that or-
ders entered under them be enforce-
able as provided in the Support and
Visitatlon Enforcement Act.
® SB 444 creates lhe:'lnlemtnlc InA

Court Act to speclly FOC resp hli-
ties In cnforcing support crders and to
pravide far reporting of information to
. governmental and consumer reporiing
agencics.
® 5B 227 creales the Office of Child
Support, replacing the Offlce of Central
Registry for the Locatlon of Absent
Parents. The office [s to develop a
statewlde Information system and ad-
minister the enforcement of an order

come W

seek publicity on bills they
have ll\lrodnccd are quick (o point out
that numbers don't tell the story.
Lansing's two most powerful
lawmakers — Senate Majority Leader
John Engler, R-Mt. Pleasant, and
House Speaker Gary Owen, D-Ypallantl
— rarely Introduce lcgisiation. Engler
has intreduced one blll; Owen, zero. -
Belng a member of a minority party
hurts. Sen. Jack Faxon, a legislative
veteran of 21 years, ks a Democrat In a
House run by Republicans, The Farm.
Ington Hills senator, whose district fn-

cludes Southfleld, Is batting zero for 34. -

Sometlmes members of one party
wlll steal provisions of Sen. A's blll and
tack it onto Rep. B’s blll. The measure
m.z pass, but Sen, A doesn't get credit.

R. Robert Geake, R-Notthviile,
whose district Includes Livonia, Plym-
outh and Canton, said Democrats in the
il’v:luse did this to his voter registration

LEADERS OF the appropriations
committees seem to have high batting
av::ragcs, until one realizes that the

must pass appr
bllls every year,

So Sens. Harry Gast, R-St. Joseph,
the chairman, and James DeSana, D-
‘Wyandotle, the vice chairman, have 3-
for-§ and 9-for-31 records of bill pas-

Ac
mechanlsm for the wl|hhaldlng of | |n~
comec in other stales.
‘That gave Nichols nine bllls passed
out of 29 lnlroduccd one of the best
batting 8 the L He

8age, TESp y
Rep. Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick, D-
Detroit, has 18 stars behind her name.
But they are all technleal amendments
to existing ]nws to delete references to
3 d t Detrol

was elcclcd to lhc Housc in 1982 and
year later won the seat of Democratie
Sen. Phillp Mastln, who was recalled.

BUT LEGISLATORS, though they

Oakland County now able

to take calls from deaf

-Hearing-lmpaired persons can ezl a special tele-
. phone number to recelve Informatlon about Oakland
. county's governmenta) serviees or arca buslnesses,

A person dlallng 858-5511 will activate the coun-
ty's new TDD - telecommunications device for the
deal. All calis will be greeted by an automatic an-
swer message indleating the caller has reached Oak-
land County,

Inqulrics may be left at any time for a follow-up
. Fesponse.

“SOMEONE WHO has TDD at home can call the
county and leave a message with a trained opera-
tor,” sald Commissioner Marllyn Gosling of Bloom.

. Hield Hills, She worked on the project for two years
with County Executive Danlel T, Murphy,

“We've had a TDD in the sheriff’s department for

* ‘u few years, but we found people needed a central
" number o call for information other than in emer-
gency situatlons,” she sald.

*If a person needs Lo contact the elerk’s office or
the courts, for example, he or she can make contact
through the general Information number of the

. TDD, An operator wlll elther respord at that time or
. get back to the caller.”

THERE ARE local numbers at the courthouse,

for persons llving far from the county seat of Pontl-

‘ -ae, which may be used weckdays during business
hours of 8:30 to 5.

*  Farmington area residents may call 348-7850.
Southfield and Troy resldenis may call §45-1150.
People calling one of those numbers should tap

the space bar of their TDD repeatediy after their

,call has been answered by the general informatlon

. -operator to indlcate thelrs is a TDD call. Their calls
, -wlll be transferred to the auto-answering TDD.

Injury group to meet

The Michigan Injured Worker Organization will

“ hear talks on compensation and dlsabllities when It

meets at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 23. Chairman Walter

Crowley said the meeting will be in UAW Local 600
_Hall, 10550 Dix, Dearborn.

T "Speakers will be Edward Welch, dircctor of the
" state burcau of workers compensatlon, and Dr, Rus-
sel H. Reeves, a psychiatrist speaking on the emo-
tlonal lmpact of injuries.

* The meeting 13 open to the public. The ‘group

- wants to educate Injured workers on rights and re-

* sponsibillties.

1t also refer them to helping agencles and look out
2.1 for the legislative interests,

.
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Diating 858-5511 will
activate the dovice.

Hause of Cor-
rection. Under the Michigan Constitu-
tion, a blll may address only one sub-
Jject, 50 1t took 18 blls to do the job.
Junlor members of the Leglslature
rarely get bills passed and are well
advised to concentrate on what is cu-

7 known as
“ service.” Translatlon: Do odd jobs for

the folks back home so you can get ro-
elected, carn senlority and become ef-
fective,

HERE'S HOW bills introduced by
Oakland County legislators farcd as of
mid-December, when the Legistatlve
Service Bureau made this compllation,
Sen. Doug Cruce, R-Troy — intro-

Thursday, Janus

Of every 100 bills
introduced in the
Legislature, only one
bill becomes law.

18. 1988 O&E

u;; in the House, His Aﬂ:!ri:!tI {ncludes

a. S-MAMD-I.’M O)17,

p and
Hills,

Rep. Mn:lne Berman, D-Soulhllnld
— zero for 17, The second-term mem-
ber’s distrlct Includes Lathrup Village,
FRep. w.V. (Snndy) Brotherton, R-

duced 29, saw four passcd. Among top-
les are seat belts, workers comp appeal
procedure, sccondary mortgages and
vehicle storage facility llens. Cruceisa
freshman whose dlstrict includes Bly.
mingham,

Sen. Rlchard Fesster, R-West Bloom-
fleld — wan on two of 22, The success.
Iul bills involved condemnation proce-
dures and vchlcle Ilegrnse plates of

A

— zer0 for 14, The five-
term moember's dlstrlct includes the
villages of Southfleld Townshlp.

Rep. Mat Dunasklss, R-Lake Orlon
— 2070 for seven, The third-term mem-
ber's distrlet includes Oakland Town-

ship.

Rep. Gregory Gruse, R-Madison
Helghts — zero for slx. The freshman's
distrlct Inctudes southern Troy.

Rep. David Honigman, R-West

SEM
tlon blll p:used he Senate but is hnld

5.

— one for 15. It requires
malling initial notice of assessment in
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analysis

workers' comp claims.

Rep, Judith Miller, Rmrmln jham
— one for three, It provides beneﬂ
for former governors not covered by. -
present retivement laws. Her bill to,
make the' honeybee the state nsect
received much publiclty but nut pay -
sage,

Rep. Gordon Sparks, R-Troy — one
for six. It requires nﬁmnndntury suspens
son of the driver's license for forginga . -
license. His district Includes greater
Rochester,
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