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Planned road projects a step closer

By Joanne Maliszowski

- slalf writer

Up to $100,000 will be spent to relain
consulting firms to complete englneer-
ing work on a serles of proposed road
Iimprovements In Farmington Hills lat-
er this year.

But the unanimous 7-0 clty council
declsion Monday to authorize $100,000
worth of engineerlng work came only
after Councllman Donn Wolf Insisted
on an estlmated cost before he voted to
authorize adminlistrators to proceed

Planners

with the englneering.

“1 hope we are not getiing the cart
before the horse here, What are the en-
g!rl:‘eerlng studles golng to cost?” Wolf
as]

ed. .

“I don't have cost estimates yet,”
sald City Manager Willlam Costick,
adding that a i

WOLF'S INQUIRIES followed o re-
quest by Costick and Director of Publle
Serviees Thomas Blasell for councll au-
thorization lo proceed with needed en-
glnecrlng on a serles of major road Im-
provements that have not yet been ap-
proved by council,

“Qur at this Ume, however,

m
charges a percentage of the project's

total cost.

Costlick later offered $100,000 as an
estimate for retalnlng five or six con-
sulting flrms to complete engineerlng.

’ focus:

massage places

By Caney Hans
stafl writar

Those wishing to locate a massage
parlor or massage school In Farming-
ton may necd a “speclal exceptlon use™
from the Farmington Planning Com-
misslon before opening the business.

C voted
Jan. 13 to recommend passage of an
ordinance limiting such businesses to a
C-3 commercjal zoning district and al-
lowing them only by approved excep-

ing Orchard Lake, Deadman satd.

Massage-related businesses would be
restricted from other arcas of (he city,
Including those zoned C-2, communlty
busincss district, and the central busl-
ness district area,

There are currently no massage par-
lors operating in Farmington, but
Deadman reported “several” recent In-
quirles by those Interested in opening
such facllities. Allegations of health
spa-rclated prostitutlon surfaced re-
cently in Farmington’s neighboring

Itics, causing them concern.

tlon of the planning

The recommendatlon now goes to the
Farmington City Council for considera-
tion,

Planning commission action fol-
lowed a public hearing — at which
there was no public comment — at the
beginning of the commission's regular
meeting.

“1 would expect the planning com-
mlsslon to recommend the exeeptlons,
p the necessary are
met.” Clly Manager Robert Deadman
sald Monday, Commissfoners sald they
felt “quite comfortable” recommend-
Ing the ordinance.

THE PROPOSED C-3 locatlons are
zoned for heavy industrial and com-
merclal business in Farmington. They
include the K mart Shopplng Center on
Grand Rlver and property around the
Farmington Plaza along Mooney fac-

Traffic actions OK'd

A 90-day moratorlum on Issuance of
occupancy permlts to massage-related
buslnesses was passed by Farmington
City Councll Jan. 6. The moraterlum
was approved to glve planning com-
missioners and council members time
to review the proposcd zonlng restric-
tlon ordinance, Introduced by council
Jan. 6.

ALSO INTRODUCED Jan, 6 was a

have to do with timing. Unless we be-
gln immedlately to englneer these proj-
ects, we will not have the opportunity
to bld them in the spring, even if the
authorizatlon Is glven next month,” Bi-
asel] wrote in a report to council,

Last year, some road projecls were
postponed because they were bid In the
summer and fall and were considera-
bly more expensive than clty officials

expected.

Blasell and Costick told council the
Idea now Is to get the englneering come
pleted as carly as Ible, return to
<ounei) for councht approval and meth-
ods of fInancing projects and then seek
bids in carly spring In an effort to get

the best price possible,
“t should be noted that should the
projects not recelve the

suc with Woll's concern about engi-
neering costs. Although saylng his con-
corn s Dudley said she felt

enginecring can be canceled. Englncer-
ing work done to that date would still
be valid when the work is approved in
the future,” Biasell said in his report.

BEFORE SUGGESTING $100,000 as
an cstimate for the englneering work,
Costlck sald, “If we delay, we are not
golng to be able to get these done.”

He also nssun:d Wolf that the cily

it is not justifled because the projects
must be completed, Dudlcy said.

“1 firmly belicve we have to move
forward,” Dudley sald. “1 consider
these all critical jobs that have to be
done, The englncering won't be wast-
ed”

WHILE COUNCILWOMAN Jody
Soronen supported Dudley's remarks,
C Ben Marks shared Wolf’s

has app: $300,00¢

In the hudget that wasn't spent when
some of the road projects were post-
poned last ycar,

But Woll Insisted he wasn't comfort-
able approving a request without know-
Ing the cost, Because money is avail-
able In the budget doesn't mean it must
be spent on administrators’ request,
Woll sald. Some of the projects may
not pecelve councl] approval, he added.

Councilwoman Joan Dudlcy took is-
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“The idea Is not to outlaw massage
parlors," Deadman sald. “There's noth-
Ing wrong with massages. But that's
apparently not what they're belng used
{or today."
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concern,

“f don't think that what was sald was
meant or Intimated to stop the proj-
ects,” Marks sald. *{Englncering) de-
sign relates to money.”

Finally, Costick offered $100,000 as
an estimate for retalning flve or six
consulting flrms. Englncering work for
projects that would be flnanced
through a speclal assessmeat district
won't be completed untit petltions from

the property owncrs along these roads:
are reccived by clty officials, he added.
“All right. We have some flgures to -
go on, I appreciate that," Woll said. 1+
am golng to judge each project on the ,
project. This Is not an approval of the
projects.” .
Included as poientlal projects in 1986 .
is the paving of 13 Mile, from Drake to':
Haggerty; paving of Drake, from 13 to -
14 Mile; widening 14 Mile (rom Or.
chard Lake one-half mile west; widen:. -
ing 13 Mile from the formcr Bond
School west, Including construction 6f a
storm drain outlet; and wlidening® 13
Mile cast and west of Northwesiern
Highway. teti
City administratars also plan to de- *
velop a plan for needed road safety jm-
provements, particularly along loeal
roads. In the next scveral months, ad-
mintstrators will list profects accord-
ing to priority, as well as the method in
which the projects will be financed,
Costick said, -
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