Aid to schools up 5.5% in Blanchard budget
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Two suburban state senators still are
pus-led by what Gov. James J. Blanch-
ard riieans by a 5.5 percent proposed
it} ease In state school alid.
‘ivy concern,” sald Sen. Jack Faxon,
D-Jarmington Hills, “Is that 80 percent
of {n¢ schools in my district are ‘out of
forpauta®® —  governmental jargen
tus-ning they get no state ald, Thus, a
5 5°percent lncrea:e in nothing is still
n

g
Jt-{the Incrcase) could go to the base
séhiool ald),” said Sen. R. Robert
ke, R-Northville, “or It could go to
-yorial aid (speclal ed, transporta-
b dnd vocationai), which would help
of-formula districts.”
axon and Geake are members of
tud powerful Senate Appropriations
. pimittee, which will wrestle with
inmocrat Blanchard’s $5.991 bllllon,
a1l the-lne” election-year budget.
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11 GOVERNOR, due (o be out of

»

the state next week when his budget
message Is due, gave the capital news
corps a broad-brush outlinc of his
priorities in a half-hour briefing

'edneaday,

Even though asking $11 milllon less
than the state spent last year, Blanch-
ard asked 5.5 percent more for all edu-
callon, from kindergarten through uni-
versitles; 9.4 percent more for prisons;
and unspecified increases for job (rain-
ing, student asslstance and natural re-
sourees protectlon, .

He boasted that “the statc’s ratio of
cducation funding to overall budget has
increased by 15 percent” durlng his ad-
minisiration, which began n 1983,

The savings will come from a lower
welfare budget due to a falling case-
load, lower capltal outlay spending and
reduced debt scrvices costs, now (hat
Michigan's $1.7 blllfon recesslon debt
has been pald off.

SIMULTANEOUSLY, Agnes M.
Mansour, director of the Department of
Soclal Services, d the welfare

Even though asking $11 million less than the
state spent last year, Blanchard asked 5.5
percent more for all education, from
kindergarten through universities,

cascload aclually increased in Decem-
ber, but called It an "anticlpated sea.
sonal” Increase. It was the first in-
crease since February of 1985, she
said. The details:

® ADC — aid to dependent chiidren
— rose 1,759 cases {0.8 percent) to
220,260 cases.

® ADC-U (unemployed) accounted
{or 670 of thoses (2.2 percent), for a to-
tal of 31,600. !

® GA — general assistance, maknly
for slngle males — rose by 540 cases
{0.5 pereent) to 119,150,

GEAKE, THE only legislator to at-
tend Blanchard’s news confcrence,
spotied an apparcnt contradictlon in
Blanchard's

forecast.

“He's-depending on a drop in the
number of people on welfare (to boost
school and prison spending), But his
forecast of econemle growth Is limit-
ed," sald Geake, noting the governor
predicted only “meodest"” growth,

Geake, whose district includes Livo-
nta, Plymouth-Canton and Rcdford,
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BLANCHARD DODGED questions
about whether he would use his llne-
item veto to hold spending In place,
preferring to call the Leglstature “ex.
tremely cooperative.” Acknawledging
Geake's presenee, he sald, “You've cer-

talnly been helpful,”
‘The governor added, “We've made 2
major investment in

cducation. . .aibelt, I'm sure, not the
Tevel they (educators) would llke, It's
the cquivalent of six mills locaily. It's
taken the pressure off the property Lax
burden.”

Repeatedly, Blanchard ripped feder-
o) deflcits, producing charts o show

sald, “Those of us who high-
valuation distrlets will want Lo see ‘out-
of-forumula® districts got their fair
share.”

Faxon, the Scnate’s acknowledged
expert on school-aid formulas, said he
encouraged the governor to adjust the
formulas so that Birmingham, South-
fleld and Farmington publle schools
would get more categorical ald.
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s debt hit the
$2 bllllon mark about the same time he
was I!n'ov.‘hllmlm; Michlgan “Solvency

“If there i3 an overriding story about
the federal budget as compared to
state budgets,” he said, “it Is that states
have taken the ttme to get thelr finan-
clal houses in order during the recove
ery, and the federal government has
donc Just the opposlte. The federal gov-
z;nmem i$ In scrlous financlal trou-

e

Geake shrugged that off as politlcal
theterle “lo

State support
of schools up

According 1o state officlals
state support of local school
districts, per pupll, has risen
steadlly over the fast savaral .
yoars. The per-pupil
amounts for each fiscal year
since 1981 are as follows:

Fiscal year Ald
1981 $710
1082 $673
1983 $608
1884 $833
1985 $970
1088 $1,085
1987 $1,168

The budget year begins next Oct. 1.

comments that Michigan Is dolng well
by the U.S. economy i3 dolng well."

ACTUAL SPENDING numbers will
be unveiled next week by budget diree-
tor Robert Naftaly, the former West
Bloomtield accountant who has headed
that offlce for the past two years,

‘Those numbers wlll Include recom-
mendatlons for 1t four-year colleges
and 29 community cotleges, who indlvi-
dually may or may not get exactly 5.5-
percent more aplece,

County road

based revenue predictions
on the state’s returning to its pre-reces-
slotn 4.6 pereent personal income tax
rate, .

Asked If he would acqulesce to more
brick-and-mortar for higher education
if the econamy does betler than expect-
cd and revenues are high, Blanchard
warned: )

“They (leglslators) will have the
money spent before 1 acknowledge it's
there. That pollcy is what gave Michi-
gan its bankruptcy days. That mentali-
ty led to the federal debt.”

commission

again headed by Gnau

John R. Cnau Jr. of Bloomfield
Township will contlnuc as chairman of
the Board of Oakland County Road
Commlssloners In 1986.

Gnau was sclected by his two board
collcagues to anather one-year termw.
Richard V. Vogt of Waterford Town-
ship wlll contlnue as vice chalrman,
Fred D. Houghten of Rochester Hills Is
the third member.

Members are appointed to six-year
terms by Oakland County Bobrd of

making duttes. The chairman Is pald an
addltlonal §1,000 a year,

Gnay, 55, served as chairman in 1885
and in 1983, 1977 and 1876. Gnau s cur-
rently serving the final year of hia sec-
ond six-year term.

He previously scrved as an clected
Bloomflcld Township trustee,

Vogt, 55, is employed in cost ac-
counting with General Dynamics Cor-
poratlon's Land Systems Division in
Warren,

Houghten, 65, is currenlly serving

Commissloners, which also set thelr the fourth, year of his second six-year . .

salaries. Road commixsioncrs are pald | term, He {8 a former colinty, commis-

$7,300 annually for part-time, pollcy sioner and board chatrman.
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Two wonderful things will happen for you R
when you come to the January Sale at The
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Campus Mens Shop.

First of all, you'll save 40 percent on

clothing, sportswear and accessories-all = = -
from our regular, in-season, in-stock
collections.

And, second, when you come to owr’

_ January Sale you'll have an oppor-
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The Terrific Club. As a member of

this exciusive Campus Mens Shop group,
you'll receive special benefits and savings

opportunities month after month.

So come to our great January. 409,
Sale and save on terrific things. —
And join The Terrific Club and malge our

January Sale last as long as you like. -
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