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Thussday, January 16, 1988

Lack of mass appeal

By Avigdor Zaromp
apoclal writer

‘The Detroit Symphony
Orchesira  resumed its
regular series last week
followlng the holiday
pausc. Ford Auditorium
had a lot of empty scals
on Thursday, with what
probably was the lowest
attendance of this season.

Onc possible reason
could be that two of the
three works on the pro-
gram have not yet estab-
lished a record of mass

told L

stifled interest _

pleted in 1983, was dedl‘
cated to (he Chicago
Symphony Orchestra.
This was the major work
on the program.

The ather “Pollsh con-
nection” of that program

3 Avigdor
A/) Zaromp

This performance was
convincing [n terms of §n-
volvement and sincerlty.
This was true for Maes-
tro Kerd, for whom this
work was evidently more
meaningful than the Mo-

zart.
played

was guest Ka-
zlmlerz Kord, He con-
ducted the orchestra at
the 1972 and '73 Meadow

well-known work to be
ecarth-shaking In lermsLt'Jl

Brook , but this
latest event marked his
first appearance on the
regular serjcs.

The only ltem from the
standard repertolre was

ar
effort should be made to
keep the interest alive.

Such interest was defi-
nitely lacking here.

ence Qulvar was impres-
slve In her rendition of
the Berg songs. One res-
ervation In connection
wlih this is that the total
tlme that Quivar was on
the stage, excluding the
applause, was less than

carrylng this polnt to Its
extreme.

‘The Lutoslawski sym-
phony doesn’t carry unl-
versal appeal. To some, it
Is one of the best things to
have happened In the 20th
century, On the other

The

with genulne cmhuslasm.
hut not at the expense of
prafessional standards.

Among the features of
this work is the aleatory
counterpoint, in which in-
struments have some

freedom to improvise
within well-defined M-
Its. 1 found several of the
contrapunial passages to
be Intcresting. While I
don't know the work suf-
liclently to have a mean
ingful optnlon of its quali-
ty, it scems Lo be worth a
deeper exploration.
Kazimierz Kord will be
the guest conductor this
week as well, wlth a pro-
gram of works by Mus-
sargsky, Shostakovich

and Rachmaninoff.
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The weakest performance was that
of No. 6, which Isn't surprising. Being
scored for two violas, cetll and contln-
uo, without viollns, this concerto poses
the most difficult challenge In avoiding

and
Interest.

Vlola players Joanna Hood and Da-
vld Freers would have done more jus-
tice to thls work if they could project
the sound of their instruments betier.

464-2272

san.

Last year, Bach’s Tricentennlal gave
rise ta yel another tradition — the per-
formance of all slx Brandenburg Con-
certl. This masterful collectlon was
performed here last week, and 1 at-
tended the performance on Tuesday at
Varner Hall, Oakland Unlversity.
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