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Nuremberg — mecca of German train riders

By Joy 8chalebon Lewls
spectal wriler

NUREMBERG, West Germany —
Ah, the great German rallroad sys-
tem.

It weaves its rafls across moun-
talns, forests and flelds, linking ham-
fets to villages to towns to cities,
sceming to conneet everybody to eve-
rywhere to everything — on time,
Comfortable and eclean, German
trains offer cheery service, compart-,
ments adorned with plctures and res-
taurant tables brightencd with flo-
wers,

And then there are the German
train stations — the bahohois. In
many, you coutd actually live for,
months.

Yes, at the bahnhof, you can dine,
exchange money, gel tourlst infor-
matlon and make hatel reservations,
You can also get your clothes
cleaned, take a shower, go Lo the post
office, make long-distance calls, rent
bleyeles, buy international publica-
tlons, go souvenir shopplag, sec a
movie, take in a peep show, buy flo-
wers, browse In bookstores, cnjoy a
beer and gorge on huge sausages at
[nexpensive stand-up bars. Why, you
can cven stay the night at a Bahnhof
Misslon Center, Cots go for Just a few

arKs.

Germany's railroad has carned it
veneration, The ycar 1936 marks 151
years of German ralls.

1T BEGAN with a little red, green
and black stcam locometive chris-
tened the “Adler” — the Eagle. Right
on time, it left Nuremberg at exactly
11 a.m. on Dec. 7, 1835, With a cargo
of two barrels of Bavarlan beer, it
chugged six kilometers (3.7 miles)
west to Furth,

An Englishman, William Wilson,
was the proud englneer of the made-
in-England engine, His service was
s0 esteemed, he earned more than
the first top director of that astonish-
ing new mode of travel — a true
mllestone for European transporta.

tlon.

Eight months later, King Ludwig 1
of Bavarla rode the Adler from
Nuremberg to Furth. He enthusias-
ticaily endorsed the rallroad llne —
and not only because it bore hls
name.

Nurcmberg 1s a mecca for traln
buffs and for anyone wanting to ro-
mance the ralls, At the German
Transport Muscum, visitors sce two
ornate blue and gold carrlages of
King Ludwig II's royal traln.

The king had some set-up: A
glitterlng salon with red velvet
throne-like chairs, huge mirrors and
gllded celtings, a gold and green bed-

room, a marble restroom and even a
terrace for enjoylng the lush Bavarl-
an landscape in sunshine — a minta-
ture castic on wheels.

ALSO AT the muscum ate the
1908 Bavarlan State Railways engine
capable of the then-sensatlonal speed
of 125 miles per hour and 14 other
vintage engines.

One room has hundreds of signal
boxes, another has 160 model trains
— the largest collection In Europe. A
model railway show runs once an

hour on the haif hour, The settlng isa
typical Bavarian village tucked In
the hills, The 450 tiny cars do much
of thelr maneuvering in a copy of
Nurcmberg’s shunting station,

The Transport Museum is open
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Entrance
is 60 cents for adulls, 45 cents for
students and children.

With so much looking to do, the
Germans thought it would be fun to
experience the nostalgic past first-
hand. So, steam engine rides with
vintage coaches run between Nurem-

AAA offers new range of

A program to provide trip insur-
ance tallored to meet the needs of
alr, ship, rall, bus and car travelers
has been Introduced by AAA Michi-
gan starting Jan. 1. .

The Travel Related Insurance Pol-
fey (TRIP) is a flexiblp program
which allows travelers to select thelr
deslred coverage {rom a range of in.
surance optlons for travel, baggage,
trip cancellation, or interruption and
personal protection during a trip,

“TRIP insurance combines com-
prehensive travel prolection with
ease of purchase for AAA Travel
Agency cllents,” sald Peter Erickson,
tAAA Michigan Travel Services direc-
or.

ONE OF the blggest benefils of
the new program is a 24-hour toll-
free service line which travelers can
use anywhere to obtain coverage in-
formation or service. .

TRIP is offered on travel up to 180
days In length and provides coverage
on a worldwide basls, unlike many
programs which exclude “hot spot™
(rouble arcas. Charter coverage also
is available.

“We [eel there Is a strong need for
this type of competitively priced
travel insurance protection,” Erlck-
son added. “TRIP enhances the pro-
grams we already offer."”

Travelers can choose the amount
of coverage they want in one to four

berg and Bayrcuth and Nuremberg
and Amberg, from May through Sep-

tember,

The linc to Amberg, about 40 miles
east of Nuremberg, Is especially pop-
ular with aulrlght rail devotees. They
love its steep incline between Hart-
mannshop and Etzelwang.

THE 80-MINUTE trip leaves
20 a.m. and departs
Amberg at 3:10 p.m. That gives you a
good four hours to explore Amberg, 8
pretty medieval town surrounded by

The transport
‘museumin. .
Nuremberg . ;
foatures 16
vintage engines
including a 1908
Bavarian State
Rallways model.
8 Dinersenjoy
funchin front of .
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—the'home - **
from 1508 to
11528 of palnter.
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adorned with medlevaljrt and a cas-
tle wilh a view to the fhe forests be-
yond compete with pngy glnger-
brend aromas, jovial ¢gan grinders,
flutists and vlolinists,hops jammed
with minlature woodd toys, and an
open market cramméd with fruits,
vegetables, wuv{lenhsand hawkers

Ing thelr *hdesp "

wares.
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WHAT FUN. Amjhow amazing,
consldering that 41 yors ago 90 per-
cent of old Nurembed was destroyed
in 59 air ralds Inthe final (ive
months of the war. A is restored.

Nuremberg's mod famous son ls
the painter Albreat Ducrer. His
four-story house —built for a rich
merchant in 1450 - Is a'museum. He'
lived there from 109 unthl he dled In
1528, The painting and drawings arc
Duerer replicas, ut lmpressive, es-
peelally the charoal drawlng of his
63-year-old mottr. She had 18 chil-
dren; 15 died youg.

Strects in of Nuremberg are
closed to cars «cept for taxis and
commercial veleles. So walking is
casy. ‘Eventuall, everyone ends up
at the maln maet square, world-fa-
mous for its Cristmas falr, If you
happen to be lrlove, turn the “ring”
welded to the ltice work around the
square’s founun, Nurembergers say
it brings gooduck and happlness to
lovers. 3 A

Famed Nusmberg sights are the
Imperlal Case, the Gothic churches
of St. Sebalds, St. Lorenz and the
Church of Of Lady, the Toy Muse-
um, the med'val torture prison, and
the Germaic Natlonal Museum.
However, thre's only so much slght-
seelng anyor can do in a stretch.

A GOOD‘ime-out break 1s In (he
old clty iction known as the
Handwerkelof — a medleval ar-
tisan's courtard. It's a little area of
half-timberd houses beneath the
city’s tower and walls. Craftsmen
show off the age-old technigues.

In' the Handwerkhof Rrost-
kiche, Grilled

a wall and towers. The adult round-
trip Is $10 flrst class, $8 second class.
For children under 12, corresponding
costs are $5 and $4.

Rallway fanfare aslde, just visiting
Nuremberg Itself [s a treat.

Strolling through the walled, old
city center, your delighted senses
topple over each other. Dazling
sights, tantallzing smells, the sound
of muslc and charming street scenes
capture your attentlon.

Half-timbered houses, churches

br
lalt

a
Y isits Iy,
too. They bme six on a plate with
red cabbap, saurkraut, homemade
rolls and ptato salad.

Martln uther once said, “Nurem-
berg shing forth throughout Germa-
ny like ajun among the moon and
stars,” Al words siill for Nurem-
berg.

For tore information on
Nuremtrg or the vintage rail ex-
cursion{ write the German Na-
tional burist Office, 747 Third
Ave,, N York, N.Y, 10017 or calt
(212) 31.7300,

trip, travel insurance

Insurance de-

sight and covers the pol
while traveling to and from the air-
port.

® Baggage — covers loss of lug-
gage and personal possessions, in-
cluding travel documents and credit
cards. All bags are provided easily
indentified tags to assist in gelting
lost luggage returned.

@ Trip cancellation and Interrup-
tlon — covers traveler if trip Is can-
celed due to Injury, iliness or other
unforesecn circumstances as well as
covering lost deposits and other ex-
penses due to the default of airline,
cruise line or tour operator.

® Personal protection —— covers
llability, accidental death, medical

sired,” Erickson added, “An import-
ant advantage to this program is that
a person only buys what Is needed. A
person doesn't have to buy the whole
package.”

The program allows lravelers 4 select their desired
coverage from a range of insugnce options for

travel, baggage, trip

n or interr

liat

2

TRIP informatlon Is le to
all AAA Michigan travel offices
statewlde, including locations at De-
troit's Renaissance Center and Cobo

hall.
AAA Michigan, which is the state’s
largest travel agency, anticipates

that up to 35,000 persons will take

advantage of the program during
1988.
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