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nancing this year, with at least 25 per-
cent the following year. Proposed fed-

cra) cuts next year wlll certainly mean
the death of AMTRAK rail services,
Norris sald,

“The Reagan admimstration i every

year kas asked for nothing (to be allo-

cated to public transit),” Norrls sald,
Because the stale can no longer fii!

the funding gap, one of two things witl

‘Hills car dealer faces charges

Continued from Pago 1

. very trying sltuatton” for Mechigian In
: light of the charges facing him, accord-
- Ing to hls attorney.
T+ “That's the fear that's been in thls
case from the beginnlng,” attorney Da-
- vid DuMouche! of Detrolt said. “The
. other dealers were allowed to plead to
1 counts not jeopardlzing thelr fran-
: chises.”
T Anoffer of a lesser plea was not of-
* fered to his cllent, DuMouchel sald.
DuMouchet refers to cnergy-related
“-charges brought agalnst Page Toyota
:-of Southtield, whose owner testifled at
- the beginnlng of Mechigian's prelimi-
“:nary cxamination, The Page dealer
. paid Jones $1,500 to alter three electrie
-.meters, was charged with energy
Ifraud, and was allowed to plead guilty

toa lesser charge, Meekins sald.

FORMER FARMINGTON Hils

dealer Roger Peck testified that he
refused offers for Jones' services,
sources said. :
. Another dealer testlfylng, the owner
of Tamarof{ Bulck of Southficld, said
ke also paid Joncs to alter his meters,
Durlng the investigation, the Tamaroff
owner filed for amnesty under a newly-
passed state utility statute, and he was
not charged, Meckins sald.

his business, but was charged with the
two cnergy fraud counts despite statute
pravisions, DuMouchel sald. .

“You only recelve immunity for
what you divulge,” Assistant Attorney
General Robert ITannl sald, noting the
defendant dld not mention his alleged
Involvement with other dealers when
he filed for amnesty, Mcchiglan ap-
plied for amnesty only with regard to
his huslness, Tann§ added.

PRELIMINARY cxaminatlon test!-

“There were quite a few autodealers  mony began Nov, 19, was contlnued
belng Investigated,” Meekins sald, add- Dee. 2 and concluded last week for
Ing that many filed under the amnesty  Mechiglan. The auto dealer witnesses
provislon, which allowed dealersto pay  werc subpoenacd by the prosecution,

back utllity money owed without belng  Meckins sald.

charged with an encrgy fraud felany.
Mechiglan also filed for amnesty and

pald back money owed to utllities from

Mechigian also faces a late Aprit ir]-
al in Wayne County, his attorncy said,
also on energy-related charges.

DuMouchel sakd he will flle a petitlon
for on behalf of his clicnt In

Continued from Pags 1 :
slon by 5 a.m., Cartsonis sald, 0CC's
pollcy is to close all eampuses. “It's
as dangerous to get to one place (in
Qakland County) as another,” he
added.

Younger students anticipating
free school snow days will pay the
price soon. "The whole attitude s
golng to change statewlde,” Shibler
predicted.

Because of a recent state law, stu-
dents are guaranteed 180 daya of
classes. This year in Clarenceville

Bnow days discussed

~— and next year in Farmington —
any snow day cuitlng into that 180-
doy guarantee will be made up at
the ond of the year,

CLARENCEVILLE 1S scheduled
for 181 days of school this year, and
Farmington 182, giving cach district
a one- to two-day cushion,

The leglslation was prompted by
dn Upper Peninsula student, who
complained about losing school time

use of cxcessive snow days,
Schulman said.
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Oakland County Clrcult Court.
‘The charges agalnst Mechigian stem
from Michlgan State Pollce investiga-

happen, Elther state officlals will

ficial describes public transit’s fate

anlzation of the Southeastern Michigan

make cuts In other pi to contin.
ue funding public transit — buses,
tralns, special services and commuter
airlines — or cuts wiil take place in
transportatlon, Norris sald,

“The public will have to declde,” she
added.

o

ASKED HER oplnlon of what should
happen, Norris responded, “The clti-
zens of this country and this state need
and want publle transit.”

Public transit and transportation in
Michigan is financed through the
state’s gas and welght tax. Tranaporta-
tion — highways and roads — takes 80
percent of the total revenue from gas
and welght taxes. Publle transit is left
with 10 percent, 65 pereent of which
sors speclfically for bus service, Norris

sald.

In additlon, one cent of the federal
gas tax is put §n a restricted fund,
which cannot be used far anythlng
other than publle transportation. But of
the $45 mlllion Michigan contributes in
federal gas tax (based on the one cent
resirfcted fund), it recelves back less
than §1 milllon, Norris said.

In 3 igan communlities, resl-
dents h oled themselves a tax spe-
cifleally for public transit. Aithough
Qakland County contributes flnancially
to &aads. it does not to public transit.

tlons of a reported 60 and
resldental gas and electric meter
tamperings beginning in January 1882,
Approximately $130,000 was involved
in the fraud, discovercd in May of the
same year by Detrojt Edlson.

opened his O
dealership at its present location on
Grand River in 1973, He previously
worked as a Chevrolet sales represent.
ative, taking over an ailing Grosse
Polnte dealership before coming to
Farmington Hills.

p q! about taking
public translt away from the govern-
ment and putting it totally In the bands
of private companics, Norrls said it
would not be “a 100 percent answer,
espectally not In an urban area, such as
Oakland County.” Private.companics,
however, are used on the state level to
provide certain services,

TURNING THE dlscussion to a more
reglonal direction, audience members
asked Norrls about the potential reorg-
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Transp SEMTA),
called for [n state Senate Bill 363,

Bill 263, which has passed the Senate
and Is In committee [n the House,
wauld actually eliminate the exlsting
15-member SEMTA board — a group
that scts polley and operates bus sys-
tems throughout a seven-county area.

The bill calls for creatlng a regional
transit coordinatlng authority that
would consist of Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb countles, as well as the clty of
Detrolt. The authority would have the
power to contract for transportation
services with other public or private
praviders. It coutd also ereate corpora-
tions that would provide and operate a
public transportation system with the
authority's service area.

Norris told the audicnee that she
1lkes the [dea of the Bill's attempt to
separate public transit pollcy from op-
eratlons. "It serves a counter-check
system,” she added.

Often when the two functions are
Intermingled, such as with the current

OF FARMINGTON, HILLS B.#9

SEMTA, “iines blur” and members for.
get what are thelr functions and dutica.

“I like the idea of smaller board,”
Norrls sajd.>

THE THREE-COUNTY authority
makes sense because the transit needs
of the countles — Macomb, Oakland *
and Wayne — are simifar, The needs of
the out-county SEMTA members are
different than the three urban counties.
“For the SEMTA organlzation to try to_
serve all these different competin
necds, seems to me, to be Impossible.”

Yet, compared to other states, Michi-
gan's public transit system "is the best
in the natlon.” Backing up her conten-
tion, Norrls said the state has 60 transit
systems — “we run the gamut® —
ranging from the large urban arcas ail
the way up to the rural areas in the
Upper Peninsula.

In 1984-85, SEMTA and the Detroit
Depariment ‘of Transpartation served
75.5 milllon passengers, Of the total, 18
milllon were elderly and handicapped
passengers.
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‘. We're Fitness America— Livonia's newest health club—and
we're beautiful! We offer dazzlln[ilnew facilities, the latestin

fitness equipment, and a staff of

tness pros to give you the

ultimate workout. Our good looks are designed to keep you
IookinFéreatl Join now and enjoy our 2-For-1 membership

bonus|

et 2 years of fantastic workouts at a low, T-year

- g;ige. Or join with a friend and get 50% off! Hurry— bonus

S SOON.

The latest progressive resistance training ec‘ulpmentz

Nautilus - Universal - Body Master - Aerobicycle «
aerobic exercise classes ¢ relaxin,

nvigorat-
whirlpool + heated

in,
lngoor swimming pool « Finnish steam bath  individual tan-

ning booths « Arizonad

sauna » separate facllities for men

and women every day of the week. B

. . .

*THE

MEMBERSHIP BONUS - 50% OFF!

_‘1 17235 Middlebelt

Fitness America

Inforn:latlon Office Hours; Monday-Friday 9-9, Saturday 9-6, COMPLEI’EL(:()-ED

Sunday 10-6.

one block north
of 6 Mile Road.

Phone 427-7300
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