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court, local judges contend.

Not only are consumers today more
informed about the legal system, but
they can sue for more moncy in small
claims court as of Jan. 1. An inerease
in the civil small clalms dollar limlt in
Jasuary, 1985 took the celling from
$600 to $1,000,

With another Incrcase Jast weck,
consumers can now sue for $1,500 max-
Jimum per small clalms case. This com-
pares with the orlginal small claims
ceiling of $300 imposed with the ere-
ation of the district court system In
1368.

The 1983 dollar increase resulted in
a 58-percent Increase In small claims
cases filed tn 47th District Court during
the past year, Judge Margaret
Schacffer said. Both district judges ex-
pect caseload increases again in 1988,
“The increase [s going o be dramatic,”
Judge Michael Hand predicted.

BUSINESS USE of the small clalms
systera Is on the rise, Hand added.
“Where cases were onee referred to
company attorneys, companles arc
handling it (lawsults) themselves, The
net»ruu]t Is a great Increase (in cas-

cs),

Chlef Civil Clerk Marllyn Dewar sald
an increase §n contractual-velated cas-
s and those related to quailty of work-
manship have been notlced,

“Poor workmanship” it one of the
maln reasons for small claims law-
sults, she sald, “A tot more people are
stopping payment on checks.” N

The 1985 celling |

inab58

Judge Margaret Schactfer (above).

The Increased use of small claims
creales “more work for the clerks™ and
the cases take “longer to try,” accord-
ing to Judge Schaeffer.

“The clerks have to help the people
file the cases,” and sometimes “non-
pertinent” fnformatlon is glven durlng
trial which takes more tme, she added,

ONE CLERK spends most of an
clght-hour day handling smail clalms
cases In the court’s clvil dlvision,
Dewar said. It now takes 60 days for &
fﬂﬁ Lo be placed on the docket ohce

‘The 47th District Court currently
schedules small clzlms cases two Mon-

days cach month from 1-4:30 p.m.,
which Dewar sald may have to be in-
creased as dlctated by caseload,

Other solutions are under way to
help court workers as caseloads in-
cerease. Addltienal computer space and
terminals were recently approved by
Farmington and Farmington Hills clty
councils,

The automatlon will allow eclerks
more time helping the public, and less
time dolng recordkeeplng, Judge
Schaeffer sald. Without the computer
enhancements, an addltional 2-3 clerks
would have been needed, she sald,

LOCAL ATTORNEYS volunteer

—

time to help with the small claims del-
uge as well. Acting as mediators, they
attempt to settle cases before they are
heard by judges.

“Many times, nobody has alked,”
Schaeffer sald of the plaintlff and de-
fendant. The medlation process was
started two years ago, and has helped
relleve the court dockets, Schaeffer
added. .

Persons with a legal cause of action,
or wha ilve in or do buslness in Farm.
inglon or Farmington Hills, can bring &
small claims actlon in 47th District
Court, according to Dewar.

A small claims action for’ libel,”

slander or fraud, and In some cascs

phaton by HANDY BORST/siaif phologr:

P in smell claims cases filed in 47th District Court during the past year, said .

-
.

against municlpalltles, cannot Be
brovght, It & sult s flled agalngt 2 mup-
iclpality, a judge decides the immunity
issue, she added. -

Small claims filing fecs for the plath--
tlff are $10 for clalms up to $600 ard
$20 for clalms from $501-31,500. A 43
certifled mall fee Is charged for serv-
ing papers on the defendant. An addl-
tlonal fee s chatged for.personally
scrved papers If the defendant cannot
be reached by certitied mal); Dewhr
said. . L

A small claims decislon 1s final af
cannot be appealed, Schaefler said.) A
defendant has the option, however,iof,
maving the case to distrlct court. | 4‘

obituaries

PHILLIP B. NANCE

Philllp Nance, 9 months old, of
Southfleld dled Dee. 30 (n Childrens
Hospital of Michigan.

Survlvors Include his parents, Randy
and Debi Nance; grandparents, William
and Martha Clifford and Florence
Nance; four aunts and three uncles.

Services were Jan. 4 at the Glen
Eden Park Cemctery Chapel. Memorl-
als may be made to Ronald McDonald
House or Childrens Hospltal, 3901
Beaublen Blvd., Detroit 48201,

Arrangements were made by the
Thayer Rock Funeral Home, Farming.
ton.

PAUL W. CUSTER

Mr. Custer, 79, of Farmington Hills
died Dec. 31 in Boisford Hospital,
Farmington Hills.

Boru In Pennsylvania, Mr. Custer
was a retired bank manager for Bank
of the Commonweaith.

Surviving is his wife, Ethel.

Services were Jan, 4 at the McCabe
Funeral Home, Farmington Hills, with
Dr. Joseph L. Baker officlating. Burlal
was §n Oakland Hills Cemetery, Novi.

MAJKEN L. ELLEFSON
A memorial service for Majken L.

Ellefson of Livonia will be at 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18, at New Life Commu.

. nity Church on Cowan Road In West-

. land, with the Rev, ¥vonne Karl offici-

ating,

Mi:: Ellefson, 78, dled Jan. 1 in the
Hendry Convalescent Center in Plym-
outh Townshlp. Burial was n Memorial
Park Cemetery, St. Petersburg, Fla.
Arrangements were by the Harry J
Will Funeral Home.

Mrs, Ellefson was born In Sweden,
and formerly Hved In New York and

orida.

Survivors arc her son and daughter-
in-law, William and Dorothy of Livo-
nla; grandchlldren, Roger and Elleen of
Livenia; brother, Goesta Lindstrom of
Sweden; nicces, Berlt of Sweden and
Sunja of New York; and nephews, Leif
of Sweden and Robert of New York.

Conteibutions may be made to the
New Life Cammunity Church or to the

. Swedish Club of Detrolt.

STANLEY ARCHIBALD

Mr, Archlbdld, 64, of Fowlerville, M1
died Jan. 1, .

Born In Canada, Mr. Archlbald was a
machinlst for a tool and die company. *

Survivors In¢lude his wife, Rosemar-
ie; sons, Stantey, Daniel, Timothy and
Raymond; daughters, Kathleen Burrell
and Elnine Carter; slsters, Clarn
Stocks, Jean Hines, and Dorothy Smith;
five grandchitdren,

Services were Jan. 4 at the Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home, Farmington,
with the Rev. Jospeh Stowell of High-
land Park Baptist Church offlciating.
Burlal was In Parkview Cemetery,
Livonla,

JAMES R, BUTTON

Mr. Hutton, 61, of Farmington Hills
died Jan. 1 in Botsford Hospital, Farm-
Ington Hitls,

Born In Minois, Mr. Hulton was a
project engineer.

Survivars include hiz wife, Vera; son,
James; daughters, Dlane and Linda;
:]nof.hen Wanda Hutton; four grandehil-

ren,

Services were Jan. 5 at the McCabe
Funcral Home, Farmlngton Hills, with
the Rev, James Briney officialing. Cre-
matlon was'in G Y

Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, with
Dr. James Tuitle of Clarenceville Unit-
ed Methodlst Church officlating. Burlal
was in White Chapel Cemetery, Troy.
Memarlals may be made o the Ameri.
can Lung Association or Hospice of
S.E. Michigan, .

WILLIAM JOSEPH MILLER
Mr. Miller, 58, of Farmington Hills

died Jan, 4 In McLaren Hospital, Flint.
Mt. Miller was o sales

Boyd; four great-grandchitdren, James
and Robert Burton and Jéssica and
Schyler Boyd.

Crematlon was in Evergreen Crema-
tory, Detroft. Interment of Cremains
was in'Glen Eden Cemetery, Livonla.
Arrangements were made by the Thay-
er-Rock Funeral Home, Farmington.

DIANE H.LAHRR
Mrs. Laby, 55, of Livonla dled Jan. 8
Hos|

tive and account manager for BSAF-
Inmont Corp, He served in the US,
Navy 1944-1948 and recelved the World
War I1 Victory Medal, Phillipine Liber-
ation Rlbbon with two Bronze Stars,
the Amerlcan Campaign Ribbon and
the Aslatic Pacifle Campalgn Ribbon
with slx Bronze Stars. He graduated
from the Unlversity of Detrolt in 1964,
Mr. Miller was a member of Alpha
Kappa Psl, Knights of Columbus, St.
Francis Club and Our Lady of Sorrows
Catholie Church.

Survivors include his wife, Olga;
sons, Christopher and Willlam; daugh-

Detrolt.
EDWARD C. AHO

Mr. Aho, 59, of Southticld died Jan. 3
In Botsford Hospltal, Farmington Hills,

Born in Wauhegan, ILL., Mr. Aho
worked for Montgomery Ward in Allen
Park. He was a World War II Army
veteran,

Survivors Include his wife, Shitley;
sons, Kenneth and James; daughters,
Deborah Hunsaker; mother, Alll Aho;
sisters, Edna Engstrom and Marlene
S{oon:; brother, Leslie; two grandchil-

ren.

Services were Jan. 6 at the Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, with
the Rev. Glenn Kopper of Hosanna-Ta-
bor Lutheran Church officiating. Inter-
ment of cremains were at’ Reseland
Park Cemetery, Royal Oak. -

FREDERICK N. HUMPHREY

Mr. Humphrey, 62, of Redford Twsp.,
formerly of Farmington, dled Jan. 8 In
St. Mary Hospital, Livonia,

Born In Pt. Sanalag, Mich,, Mr. Hum-
phrey was a retired Sears maintenance
worker, He was a member of Farming.
ton Lodge 151 and a World War II
Army veteran. : .

Survivors Include his wife, Barbara;

son, Frederick; daughters, Sandra Rob- .
- Inson and Jane Gargln; sister, June

Galnon; five grandchildren,
Services were Jan. 7 at the Thayer-

ters, Peggy and Patricla; brother, Har-
ry; slsters, Susan Marie Cooper and
Mary Ellzabeth Bendzick; flve grand-
children.

Services were Jan, 7 at the Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home, Farmington.
Mass was celebrated at Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholle Church with the Rev,
Arthur Jacobi oftlciating. Burlal was in
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfleld.
Memorinls may be made to St Paul's
of the Cross Retreat Ceater,

GRACE K, CROUT

Mrs, Crout, 75, of Livonia dled Jan. 7
In Providence Hospital, Southficld,

Born In New York, Mrs, Crout
worked for the Board of be-

n F pital,

Mrs. Lahr was a supervisor for West.
inghouse Corp,

Survivors include her daughter, Lin-
da Sorin; a son, Michael; mother, Anita
MeCracken; slster, June Vasu; brother,
Harland Hoxsey; two grandchildren.

Services were Jan, 10 at the Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, Farmington, with
the Rev. Elmer Lilmatta of Apostolic
Lutheran Church officlating. Burial
was in Parkvlew Cemetery, Livonia.
Arrangements were made by the Potth
Funcral Direclors, Memorials may be
rtrlmde to the Michigan Cancer Founda.

on, E

LEONARD A, MONETTE

Mr, Monette, 82, of Howell, MI died
Jan. 8 In North Fort Myers, Fla,

Mr, Monette worked for the antomo-
tive industry.

Survivors Include hls sons, Alvin,
Dale and Ronald; a daughter, Mary
Jane Neldhart; 15 grandchildren and 13
great-grandchlldren, .

Services were Jan. 11 at the Heeney-
Sundqulst Funeral Home, Farmington.
Mnss was celebrated at St. Alexander's
Catholic Church with the Rev. James
Wright onat;m. Burlal was In Holy

fore retiring.

Survivors includo her daughter,
Elaine . Omar; many. nleces and
nephews, s .

Services were Jan. 9 at the Heeney-
Sundgulst Funeral Home, Farmington,
with the Rev. Charles Beynon officlat-
ing. Burlal was in Qakland Hllls Ceme-
tery, Novl, Memorlals may be made to
St. Jude’s Hospital,

JOHANNA 1, VANEYS

Mr. VanEys, 97, of Farmington died
Jan. 8 In Onk HIll Care Center,

Born In Holland, Mrs. VanEys was a
homemaker, .

Survivors include her two grandchil-
dren, Lorrainc Burton and Deborah

. ¢ight grandehildren lnq

etery,
VIDA MARGARET OSTIC
Mrs. Ostic, 75, of Farmington died
Jan. 8. . .
Born In New Mexico, Mrs. Ostlc was

& homemaker,

Survivors Include her sons, Howard
and Richard; a daughter, Mary Lee;
three greats

grandchildren, T

Services.werd Jan. 11 at the Heeney- |

Sundquist Funeral Home, Farmington,
with the Rov. Douglas Lee Klein offici-

ating. Burial was {n Glen Eden Ceme-

tery, Livonia, -
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