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Letters must be signed, orginal copies and

and telephone number of the writer. None can be returned.

include the address

.Letleré should be limited 1o 300 words In most cases. We resarve
ihe right 1o edil them. Send letlers to Readers’ Forum, Farming-

Names will be withhetd from publication only for sufficlent reason. ' ton Obsarver, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farmington 48024,

Privatization:
what a lemon

To the editor:

“Privatization” of public transportation is one
more bad {dea we taxpayers cannot afford. Study
after study of actual that

quallty service “confliets at almost all times with
the private cconomic Interest of carriers.”

In contrast, SEMTA's on-time, salety and main-
tenance records far surpass those of its private
predecessors —- and in fact zre among the best in
the country, Morcover, it costs must less to run one
reglonal transit agency than o pay the duplicative
bus malntenance, payroll, purchasing and related
functlons of dozens of small companles. 5o, to Emse

Gazebo was

simply super

To the edltor:
The Victorian Gagebo which graces the lawn at
the Farmington Historical Museurn looked posltive-

privatization has conslstently provided poor service
at exorbltant cost to taxpayers.

Experience in New Jersey and many other stales
cxemplifles the taxpayer govglng and (nefficlent
service that inevitably result when private compa-
nics try to operate a mass tronsportation system.
In the 1970s, New Jersey undertook perhaps the
most comprehensive program of “privatization” of
any state. But New Jerseyites rudely discovered
that the cost to taxpayers of subsldizing private
companles — who cannot atherwlse profitably op-
erate mass transit — far cxceeds the cost of public-
ly operating a transit system.

New Jersey's subsldy skyrocketed ane-hundred-
{old In 10 years — from $500,000 in 1969 to $50
mlllicn in 1978. Further, the cost of operatlng its
subsldized private system was as high or higher
than that of publlcly run systems and was Increas-
Ing at a faster rate. Things got o bad that in 1979,
the transportation commissioner, the persen re-
sponsible for the program, called the state's 10-
year experience with privatizatjon “a disaster that
does not and cannot deliver quallty bus service, de-
spite requiring ever-Increasing state funding. The *
taxpayers arc picking up the tab, . ,"

In Houston, private carriers charged $150 per
revenue hour of service for service that the publle
authority was later able to provide for about $66
per hour.

Even worse, desplie these enormous subsidles,
private ve g p poorly.”
Bus ridership In New Jersey plummeted an incredi-
ble 41 percent from 1970 (o0 1978, while bus rider.
ship nationally vose 11 percent. Fares had to be
raised repeatedly.

A p: [ ceased
most of 1ts bus maintenance to “reduce costs” by
$100,000 — which was promptly pocketed as “prof-
It” by the company’s co-owners. In New Jersey, rid-
ers sweltered in summer because private carriers
frequently turned off bus alr condltioners to save
money. As the New Jersey study the

politiclans peddling ''p we
taxpayers say we know 2 lemon of an dea when we

hear one.
Mark Steckloff,
Farmington Hiils

Thanks for a very
memorable evening

To the edltor:

The skits presented by the Farmington Players
for the Botsford Inn 150th Anniversary Banquet
Jan. 8 were splendld,

As a member, Hope Nahstoll was magnlficent.
The “apparitions” appeared larger than life due to
the skills of the seriptwriter, who caught the feeling
and the spirit of the anecdotes portrayed.

The Henry Ford characterization, as well as
those of the stagecoach whip and Ernle Blanchard,
the township su{)ervlsnr, were excellent portrayals.
1n fact, the whole stagecoach skit was outstanding.

The Emnle Blanchard/Anbut/WCTU skit was de-
lighttul. And I shall never forget Dave McCabe as
Ed Freeman, the cattle buyer, .

And Lou Egamert’s singing once agaln of “Some
Enchanted Evening” could not have been a more
appropriate cholee for a memorable 150th at Bots-_

ord.

3 )

His marvelous volce and showmanship are every
blt as effective tn 1985 as when I flrst'heard him In
“Sonth Pacifie” back at Botsford in a theater vevi-
val several decades ago.

Thank you for your marvelous “Apparitions,”
which shall be re-embedied in memories.

The talent of the Farmington Players adds so
much to the communlty and helps keep Farmington
the extra-special place it has always been. .

Farmington Hiils

public interest In keeplng fares low, coordlnating
and ratlonallzing service contlicts and providing

"~ PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL
ELECTROLOGIST “Par Excellence”
“I am so glad I found you” my Happy
Patrons tell me. YOU WILL TOO!
Lottle D, Halperin C.C.E. “Fellow” ESA
“Fellow" « Highest Award For Competence and Expertise
Certiflod Clinical Electrologist
Soclsety of Clinical and Medlcal Electrologists
Private office in Madical Complex 1
All Equipment Sterllized (o your Protection (]
§FARMINGTON HILLS HAIR REMOVAL CENTER1
1 32920 W, 13 MILE RD., ( Sta 1)
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y Lfi in Its holiday spl

Festive by day and glorfous by night, its spark.
ling CI tree was a ewel In a
beautiful setting, a truly spectacular addition to the
stately Warner Manson,

During all the months leading up to its comple-
tlon we attempted to cnvision the countless ways in
which the gazebo might serve to enhance the
grounds at the museum, -
~ Your membershlp deserves the credit, however,
for belng the first to visuallze it as the focal polnt
for a community Christmas tree to be enjoyed by

all,

Congratulations on your great inspiration and
many thanks to all those who assisted In providing
this giit to the il
“The-Christmas Tree in the Gazebo™ witl become
an annual holiday tradition in downtown Farming-

taken at studlos other than Foca) Polnt.
She didn't mention how many students whose ple-
tures were not included were to find out

Taxicab #
licenses
gain OK

Three cab companles
licensed to operate In

1
aty
Hy

if they, in (act, were notifled of non-incluston In the
composlte. | Kenneth Kemp,
. Farmington Hills

We value area’s
'broad support!

To the editor: - .

One of the great pleasures of the holiday seasol
13 the opportunity to exchange greetings with those
whose (riendshlp and good will we value 20 highly.

In this spirlt, It s our pleasure to extend our sln..
cere appreciation for the support and cooperation
you have provided to Goodwill Industries of Great-
cr

Because of your speelal intercst and encourage-
ment, we have been able to better serve the metro-
politan Detrolt area in 1985, We served 24 percent
mare persons this year, expanding Lo new aveas of
service.

Programs in northern Qakland County grew In
their capacity and a Job Club was added to the

ton. Kathryne
Margaret Waiker,
Co-chairs, Gazebo Project

Story sparks
reader’s ire

To the edltor:

“Not all senlors get in senfor-class pleture,” by
Ms, Casey Hans, is laced with half truths and In.
nuendos.

She dld not mention whether or not she checked
for proof that Farmington High School or Focal .
Point Studlo really did notily students or other stu-
dlos to send Focal Polnt a negative so it could be
included in (he class composite. A check of thls will
bring out the truth.

In the 1985 FHS class composite pleture, 292 stu-
dent pleturea were printed; 36 were left out.

She dldn’t mention whether she checked to see
how many of the 292 students had thelr plctures

Martin I. Levy, D.D.S.

announces tho opgglng of a new office
ORAL & MAXILL Ol;'A CIAL SURGERY
) &

4400 Town Centor
Southfield, Michigen 48075

' 357-2990

FREE MEMBERSHIP
Purchase a machine within the last
60 Days? Bring us the recelpt and
receive &

FREE MEMBERSHIP:
Belong to another club? Bring us
the club card and recelve up to a 1
year membershipl

BRIGHTON | LIVOMIA WEST | LIYOKLA EA( CANTO!
WG Ry | 372605 Mig | 15730 Middeden
229-2010 5911303 427.0101 2950
GARDEN CITY | FARMINGTON ELD
AU2IFord 233268 12 Mie
“a77-v680 532123 3570444

7 Rd.
1Block N, 61 12 Mie
©ohlsit hand sido

‘We have ovor 40 yoars exporionco that
utlilzo the tatest modorn technlgques.
. REASONABLE RATES

FAEE EXAMINATIOR & CONSULTATION
« Aopalrs whilo you walt
* Rolinos same cay
« Castpartinla
» Uniquo soft lining
« insurance sccopt

28350 Grand River
] Farmington Hilia, 2% Biks. West of 8 Mile
For Appolnimant Call 478-14!

e Sewar Cleoning e Tollets

@ Sanitary Lines e Sinks

r om Carpet 532-5080 "lI
M Furnittre Cieaners H
:. LE . 4
1 RINSE & EXTRACTION :
: ClA 1
!| 2ROOMS g H
3 | INCLUDING HALL H
Offor oxpires 2-6-86 (with this ad) | 18 years H
.. In your ered | ¢
ALL WORK QUARANTIED
|+ Caberiw + Purnitert Pudn + Mad | FAMEY OWNED (]
LICTNSED & NSURED

MENDEL R

DRUGS
DISCOUNT CO PAYS

Reg.'200  '300  '500
g7+ 187 *3.87

NO €O PAY ON MEDICAID Rx

FREE PRESCRIPTION
ON CO PAY ‘3.00
ORLESS
WITH COUPON
EXPIRES 1/31/80

T v
532-4200
27221 W. 7 MI teﬂRd

In Wayne County, we ex-
panded services to Include hearing-impaired men-
tal health cllents and we're currently

F will be retle
censed for 1986, by reeiﬁ';’
ommendation " of thero
clty's department of pubJft® -
e safety. ‘hl‘”,,
Public safety offlccra’ ™
inspected and made the !
annual recommendationiti:
foltowlng complaints &=

according to City Ma
ger Robert Deadman,
Farmington City Coun:
cli approved the relicens.
ing of ABC Cab Co, :oflid
Red!ord, and of Suburbad'c:*
Checker Cab Co. and Y1,
low and Red Cab Co !"
bath of Livonta. tan
Fare meters in all cabs! H
were inspected by Elece *
tronle Taximeter Service’”!
of Detrolt, and further in-*""!
spected by local law en-
forcement personnel “in"
both home-base cltles,

plog
services for the aged. We were able to add a new
Janitortal training rrogram and other work oppor-
tunities in communily settings.

Our retall atore Is In its second year of operatlon
In Macdémb County, nleng with a new vocational
services and workshop program. New and stronger
curriculum and setvices have allowed us to provide
work for 788 persons while placing 385 people Into
p! Your part In
all of these accomplishments glves us reason to
celebrate.

With your assistance, we are truly able to pro-
vide opportunitles for persons to develop new lives
through gainful employment and a better quallty of
Ilfe. Due_to this help our clients, board and ataff
Joln §n wishing you a prosperous New Year.

. W.Del Wisecarver, president,
Goodwlll Industries
of Greater Detrolt

meetlng reqt of it
the Farmington clty™
code, Deadman added. \

The cabs were found '
“t0 be In ncceptable con-?
dition and clean,” Dead-*"?
man said, ,‘_'q

Although the city has® |
received no complainty !

concerning _drivers or ™"

Cab Service program,
which Deadman sald wos
discussed with the cab
management and the city
of Livonia, which admin-, .
isters the program. H

Announcing the Opening of

LAUREL PARK MEDICAL CLINIC

Specializing in the Practice of

FAMILY Al\blxl‘.}i}DICINIi} “
PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE i
Abraham Slaim, D.O, - John Slaim, D.O. '\
LIVONIA"M-SH;- * ‘EWV ul?l Km{;mnml.mmm. R 1‘""
Oftice Hours by Appointment . N h

7:30 p.m.
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YOUR TIME HIDIN BUN? T

ALLOW YOUTO T

ON, Grand Rver ond Dr&ko
" WEM%, Rd, north of Waostiand
‘' GRCHARD LAKE RD., wst couth of 13 Mio
SOUTHFIELD, Evergronn ond 12 Mie

DON'T BURN YOUR .
- =VACATION AWAY !

_ BASE TANS ONLY

Y'RE HEADED SOUTH ON YOUR VACATION,
Youa T 8 FROM TH ANFAS
3 GDICALY AND EAGILY IN THE HOTTEST SUNI

SUN TANNING CENTERS .- .

Tanfaster| |

325 )
WHY WASTE |
BASE TANS

- 4741128
425-56%0 .
as3.5240 .
443040 .,

~ SUPER BOWL
SUNDAY

Evening wear that sparkles.
forward laoks for day.

and imoginative accessories
by innovative European - -
i and American designers.. .

~Saveupto75% OFF
*Sun., Jan. 26th 1

o
-fAisu

Orchardlk.Rd.N.of Maple ]

1-5 -

gar Tree . o

Live from the
Director’s Chair
~ onJanuary 2th E
Wednesday evening

Watch for this monthly . §
program alt about cable.

Host, Lark Samouelian
will feature guest,
General Manager of
Metrovision of Oakland County
Robert McCann.,
Join the live audience -§
* either on television or - §
in person atthe
_Farmington City Hall.:..
 Audience may be seated
' 7:00 p.m. :




