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‘Fantasticks’ has s’rhea?rt

»Corl Carrler (left) Is Luisa, Anthony D. Lord Is M;
F. Smith is Henry in the Actors Alliance p

att, Buckner Gibbs Is

El Qallo, John Michacl Menfredi |s Morlimer and Wallace

of *The F

” the world's longest-running musical.

Actors Alliance

does musical hit -

Performances of “The Fanta.

sticks,” presented by the Actors Alli-
ance Theatre Company, continue
weekends through Sunday, Feb. 23,
in Southfield. For ticket informa-
tion call §42-1326.

By Cathio Breidenbach
special writer

HE FANTASTICKS" by Tom
Jones and Harvey Schmldt is
the world’s longest-ruaning

reason,
charac-

musleal — for g

review

plays dance in this olhemLsé nleely

staged production sct agalnst a back-
drop of two outstretched parachutes.
‘The mute acts as an onstage prap
rson who never says a word, She can
add whimasical colar and graceful tran-
sitlons when she's allowed to float or
dance around the cdges of the story.

ves

ters they can take to heart, and It uses
whimslcal staging, good muslc and
good humor to tackle the timeless dl-
lemmas of love and parenthood,

The Actors Alliance Theatre Compa-
ny'’s production presents a solld, mid-
American version of “Fantasticks,” a
classle musteal.that successiully mixes
frivollty with & mellow dollop of seri-
ousness, .

Anthony Lord as Matt, the young
ma in love, sings with a fine, rich bar-
Itene and moves superbly on stage. As
a doncer, he must have (elt somewhat
hemmed in by the limited choreogra-
phy n the production.

The young lovers, Matt and Lulsa,
must meet secrctly over a wall that
runs between thelr backyards. In the
Actor's Alllance productlon, the lovers
tamely step up one step to speak to
cach other over the lnvislble wall,
Shoutdn't they scramble up and down
Indders or some other inventlon to
show the high-energy siiliness of their
young love? Such excess is a charfn
that goes with belng young and Idcailst-
fcally inlove.

A MUSICAL calls for song ond-
dance, Director Krista Manfredl under-

i underplays the mute (Maggic
‘Wysocki) In this production by dressing
her in dark, nondescript clothes and
restricting her movements,

Although the director skimps on ’

movement and dance, she cxcells at
bringlng out the humor In the play and
uses well such small comic touches as
the flick of El Gallo’s neek scarf,
Buckner Gibbs as the gallant narra-,

tor, El Gallo, has a flne voice and an
Imposing presence. Hls El Gallo §3
wise, tender and all manner of good
things. It's & prejudice, I admit, to want
El Gallo to be an authority on the ways
of the world and to be mysterlously ex-
otle, too. An accent would help; almost
any.would do ¥ it carries with it the
aura of romantc places like Spain,
France, or an Island of the Carribean.

-The accent's not crucial, but the ro-
mance is, Gibbs' all-American ways
and his midwestern accent don't exude
the same romantic waorldiness of other
El'Gallos in the long llst of talents who
have played the role. His winning way
wlth a scarf brings humor — but not
mystery to the part.

* Cantlnued on Noxt Page

"'Sesame Street Live will present the
“Missing Blrd Mystery™ on stage Fri-

day, Jan, 31, through Sunday, Feb. 186,

a:.Cobo Arena in Detroit.

In the 90-minute production, Bld
Bird Is reparted missing from 123 Sesa-
me Street and the famous fowl's

<. frlends set out to flnd him,

. “.Tickets arc on salc at the Joe Louls
Arena Box Office and all Ticket World

Outlets. To order Uickets by phone, call
§67-7500, The Cobo Arcra Box office
wlll be open 1% hours before show-
time,

Bert, Ernle and Oscar are among
other Sesame Street characters ap-
- pearing in the show. The expedition
wlll take a break from sicuthing to per-
form such =ongs as “Rubber Duckle.”

by Patrick Hamilton

S Juatwonderfulr
Through January 26

Tonight at 8:00 p.m,

Single tickets on sale, please call

377-3300.

5y Thkets at AAA and Ticker World

1-78 to Unlversity Exit 79,
OU, campus to Wilson Hatt
1Look for

:*
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Angel Street . '

“What & litely, spooky evening this ia!

red canopy enteance.t FREE PARKING

WMM&

A cutrural program of Okland Unhversiry

xh Season

% 6442913 -

A MIDWINTER

‘of laughter and luxury at

GETAWAY
Come enjoy a weekend

the Hotel St. Regis.

-fBig Bird stars in Sesame Street Live stage show

S —
COUPON

“People In Your Nelghborhood™ and act by clapplng thelr hands,
“Sing.” . thelr feet, annswering questions and
Audlence membors may get Into the  singlng along to various numbers.”

o

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Out Orders

! Szechuan and Mandarin
Open7 Days a Week
Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM » Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat. 12-11 PM + Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward « Birminghan.-

You'll begin with Juxurious acc

Only at the Hotel St. Regis.

reservatlons.

restored room. Complimentary champagne upon artival,
Then, join the Attic Theater for thelr off-Broadway hit “Greater
“luna*’ on Friday, Saturday, of Sunday. You'll laugh your way
through this inventive comedy,
population of “Tuna,” Texas in comic characterizations.
Your weekend package also includes:
# A selection from the Dessert Trolley after the theatre
4 Complimentary valet parking . .
$85.00 one night/per couple. Additional room night just
$45,00. Taxes and gratuities not included.
Packages available for the fallowing weekends: January 24,
31, and February 7. Cancellation fee $35.00

A midwinter getaway of laughter and fuxury.

Call 313-873-3000 today for information or

HOTEL ST. REGIS §
3071 W, Grand 8lvd,, Detroit | .

lons In an

in which two men recreate the

Fasfilon funchies
ay's fashlons, :
Monday, Tuesday.
Thursday. and Friday.
Enjoy dellcious lunches
and dazzling styles
that'll make you shine, ,
Complete catering
Qur gourmet food will
* *travel to your location.
-1And we'll work within
ur budget, so you'll
i tar aff:

Business luncfies
QOutside of your
boardroom. [acqttes is
the perfect place to

meet. The food and ﬁ
amblence will serve to
make you a star.
Ronantic dinners
Continental culsine.
fine wine.and a
secluded table for
wo..the restisinthe
stars.

For '
reservations call
3

30100 Teiegraph
(N, of 12.Mile)
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“T.S.T.D.” (TAKE SOMEONE TO

FREE
SURE TO BEAT THE “WINTER BLAHS”

One Free dinner entree when a second dinner entree
of equal or greate value is purchased - .

OQFFER GOOD MONDAY THRU SATURDAY FROM 4:00 P.M.
CANNOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTIONS :
Rescrvations; 649-1840
FOXYS OF TROY
, EXPIRES PEBRUARY 1, 1986

&
spils

DINNER)

: LL.S‘TATZ RQ\IUE‘;-
Neil Diamond
Tina Turner
Barry Mannilow
'Wayne Newton
- Diana Ross |
Boy George

. . Stevie Wonder

. Bobby Darin-

A Spectacular.
Come x&c :II;! famous Jook
(v

A',pﬁ Muﬂi‘l!y:"l‘he

‘Also Featuring: Beau!

LR ts: Twes. thra

Twes, Wed, Thure. 24
Shewiioe $90PLL.
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