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F YOU LIKE cele-
brations, you
ought to start
thinking about

visiting Texas, Tennes-

see or Arkansas this
year.

Arkansas and Texas
are celebrating 150th
annlversaries, and Ten-
nessce is  celebrating
Homecoming '86. All
three are sending out
Wlie message to expatri-
ates and visitors: Y'all
come back now!

1t is only a few years
since we celebrated our
bicentennial as a nation.
Now Lhe states, one by
one, are celcbrating
their own anniversaries.
Michigan's turn won't
come until next year,
bul many Michigan res-
idents are really down-
hemers with a thin layer
of Yankee veneer,

ARKANSAS, once called the
lear State, is already [lying ils
red-white-and-blue starred flag
aver a series of sesquicentennial
evenls in the capitol city of Little
Ruck and in towns from the Missis-
sippl River to the borders of Okla-

Arkansas was
the 25th state to
be admitted o
the union. Cele-
brations will in-
clude every-
thing from art
falrs and {lower

tels shows to hoe-
downs  and
Jones quiltmaking

contibutiog rmatwttor ¢ along Wilh

fostivals that cclebrate the diverse
ethnie character of the ploncers,

A highlight will be the Arkansas
Sesquicentennial Play, which tours
the state from March 3 through
May 30, capturing the issues that
faced the stale's settlers as they
marched toward statehood in 1836.

The world premiere of George

“This is year for big doin’s in 3 Southern states

Phillip Koonce’s Symphony No,
One will be performed in Fayette-
ville in April. Koonce is a native
Arkansan, and the performance
will iInclude state soloists and
cholrs.

The focal point of the year will

Guidebooks can help
make travel easier

By Iris Jones
spacial welter

Travelers can make it easler for
themselves if they read about trav.
el Lefore making decislons. Here
are some guldebooks which could
prave to be useful:

“Passport: to Europe’s Small
Hotels and Inns” by Beverly Beyer.
1t lists 850 lodgings in 23 counlries
and has tips on car rental rates,
Eurall passes and other travel bar-
gains. This is a handy purse or
pocket-sized book, Avallable by
writing: Passport Publications, Box
24684B, Los Angeles, CA 80024. In-
clude a check for $5.95 for a single
copy and $1.50 for postage and
handling.

“Lost and Found In Australla”
by John McDermott. It describes,
among other things, the availabill-
ty of desert safaris by bus and
whitewater safaris by “rubber
ducky” or houseboating, wine-tast-
ing, kangaroo “bangtail” watching
and festivals,

With color pictures, maps and

good humor the author lets you
plan a different trip. Timely be-
cause lhe America’s Cup salling
races are coming to Perth In 1987,

Before you go to the Old West,
see Alice Cromle’s book “Tour
Guide to the Od West,” published
by Tlmes Books, Each of the West-
ern States s covered by chapters
that Include information on histori-
cal sites, old forts, battlegrounds
and hints of legends surrounding
characters of the early days.
Available In local bookstores or
from Times Books, Three Park
Ave, N.Y,, N.Y. 10016.

A ditferent kind of western ex-
perience is offered in the “Movle
Lover’s Gulde to Hollywood," by
Richard Alleman, one of the travel
editors at Vogue Magazine.

Thls book gives a “‘gossipy insid-
er's” look at more than 300 surviv.
ing Los Angeles sites that have

layed a role In the movie capitol’s

tory — the secret location of
“Dynasty's” Carrington Manston
and Renald Reagan's first rooms in
Hollywood, for example.
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be June 13-15 when simultaneous
commemorative observances will
be held statewide to honor the
150th birthday.

TEXAS IS holding the Blrthday
Party of the Century in the capltol
city of Austin Feb. 20 through
March 2, launched {rom the steps
of the state capltol building by
Prince Charles.

That's just the beginning of
things in the big Lone Star State,

citles during the cotebrations.

Austin has planned more than 100
historical, musical and entertain-
ment events for that city alone
Every city and town has been plan-
ning parades, printing song books,
sponsoring contests and planning
festivities,

Hikers, canoers, boaters and bi-
cycle riders are only a few of the
enthusiasts taking part in The
Great Texas Crossing, with the
longest expedition following the
1,100-mile route of the Trans Tex-
as Trail.

HOUSTON HAS butlt a new mu-
seum of Texas History and Tech-
nology to trace the 465-ycar herl-
tage of Texas by using a “time ma-
chine” that makes three-dimen-
slonal displays come to life.
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it's going to be almoat a year-long celebration for Texas and Ar-
kansas this year. Music, parades, shows, parties and special
events of all kinds wli] piay a strong part. At the top left (s a typlcal
event for Arkansas' Ozark Folk Center — a guitar pickin' contest.
The wagon traln will be a famillar sight (n Texas as scenes of the
01d West are re-croated. Wandering musical groups such as this
one In San Antonio (left) will add color and atmosphere to Texas
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If you remember from your
school days that Texas became a
state in 1845, you may wonder
what happened to their mathemat-
fcs. Texas won Independence from
Mexico in 1836 and was a Republic
until 1845 when it became a state.

For more information, contagt

Texas is holding the
Birthday Parly of the
Century in the capital
cily of Austin Feb. 20
through March 2,
launched from the
steps of the state
capltol building by
Prince Charles.

the Texas Sesquicentennial Com-
missfon, Box 1986, Austim, Texas,
78767,

TENNESSEE became a slate in
1796, so its a long way past lts
150th birthday. It wiil celebrate its
becentennial in ten years. In the
meantime, Tennessee Is calling its
celebration Homecoming '86.

Communities all over the state
are planning festivals, some of
them with original fund raising
ideas.

In Soddy-Dalsy, residents were
flying high on plane rides spon-
sored by the area council; they
could see thelr home town from a
new polnt of view for only five
cents for cach pound of body
welght. In Afton, each person in
town is belng asked to contribute a
penny for every year of thelr age.

There will be 2000 falrs state-
wide this year in the Volunteer
State, so named for its record in
furnishing volunteers for the War
of 1812 and the Mexican War, Ex-

.pect everything from art shows,

beauty pageants and chitterling
suppers to Senlor Citizen days and
lecture series.

Contact Tennessee Homecoming
86, 18th Floor, James K. Polk
Bullding, Nashville, Tennessee,
87219,
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