Job boom creates neegl for

By Tim Richard
statf writer

More workers, more roads. .

With 200,000 more jobs coming 6
Qakland In th® next decade, the county
will need $740 millfon in road Improves
ments. But it can expect only $115 mll-
lion from exlsting taxcs, the Oakland
County Road Commlsslon says.

“For every $1 (hat curvent sources
will make avallable, nearly $8 more
will be nceded,” OCRC Managing Di-
rector John L. Grubba told the threa.
man panel,

Grubba wlll show his shopplng list of
projects and flve pessitl: ways Lo ralse
the:mlssing $625 millior. to officlals in
Hvo-dozen communlties aver the next
thr&e months.

“A. unllled response Is nceded. Thls
wil]zrequire a high level of

Road needs

Here is the breakdown of
the Qakland Counly Road
Commisslon stali's “shopping
fist” ol road Improvements in
the next 10 years:

Project Milllons
Add Lanes . $607
Widen bridges .$22.1
Intersections .$18
Retocaje roads .829

Pave gravel roads . . .$81
Total .. 8740

and ‘political leadershlp,” Grubba safd,
strdssing that Qaklard's futurc as
Midnigan’s high-technology corridor
wll}-be In danger If werkers' cars and
company tru cks clog the roads.

oo

“HE'S ON target,” commented Jo-
seph_Joachim, dircctor of the county's
Economic Dcvclopmnnt Group who at:
tended the meeting. “His presentation
truly reflects what's happening ou:
there.”

Approximately 450,000 persons work
In Oakland County right now. The off-
lee and high-iech boom will ereate an-
other 200,000 jobs.

“For every wo cars on thc roads
now, there will be three,” sald Grubba,
who looks entirely to the auto as a
source of transportatlon.

*“Translt (public buses) docsn't enter
Into it. If publle transit carried 20 per-
cent of the trlps, It wouldn't have any
effect.”

Corridors which he said need atten-

tion are: Haggerly Road (route of the
fong-delayed M-275 {reeway),
Northwestern Highway (ncver extend-
ed in West Bloomfleld), Big Beaver
Road, Woodward, Twelve Mile and I-

5,

POSSIBLE TAX sources for local
units, volers and state legislaters to
mull aver, he said, are these:

#® Vehicle fucl tax — This i3 state-
collected now, and Inadequate. A coun-
tywlde fuel tax would require permis-
sive state legislation and vater approv-
al. Every penny per gallon would yleld
$6 milllon. Florida allows countics to
fevy such a tax up to flve cents a gal-
lon.

In prelimlnary discusslons, Grubba
sald, local offlcials have found this
most patatable,

® Sales tax on autamotive goods
countywide — This alse would require
state teglslation. A one percent rate

would yicld $12 mlllion.
® Cauntywlde groperty tax -~ Two

mills would yield $30 milllon, with half

going to the county road commlssion,
hnll to the citles and villages. This
could be put on the ballot in clther the
August primary or November general
elccllon and collected next December,

® Local TIFAs, or lax Increment
finance authoritles, with revenues dedi-
cated to county roads. There was no es-
timate of how much could be generats
cd. Southficld, Auburn Hills and Madli-
son Heights have such distriets.

When local government creates a
TIFA district, all properly tax reve-
nues on new development are “cape
tured” by the district for development

purposes, None of the new revenue can
g0 to schools, county or community col-
Tege units.

® Specinl  assessments, matching
programs or some other cooperative
arrangement.

FRED HOUGHTEN, Road Commls-
sion member, sald that body looks to
county and local offictals for help in
golng to voters and the Leglslature,

“Our hands are pretty well tled as
far as revenue s concerned,” sald
Houghten. The OCRC is a semi-autono-
mous group appolnted by the ¢lected
County Board of Commissioner for six-
year terms.

Its blggest sources af funds are a for-
mula share of stale gasoline and
welght laxes, foMowed by federal

grants. It Iacks any taxing authorlty of* P!

Its own.

OCRC has jurisdlction over 2,300
miles of roads ~ including 814 prima-
ry {“milc”) roads, 927 miles of township
subdivislon roads and 814 mlles of local
non-subdivislon roads.
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Big Beaver Road in Tray, with Volkswagen of Amarica’s
middie of the counly's economic b

GRUBBA SAID he and the OCRC
stall were surprised when local offi-
clals told them the offlce and industrial
g{owlh they were anticlpating, Exam-
os:

Southfield has 17 million square feet
of office development, has six milllon
square fect more under review ond
projects 30,000 new jobs by 1985,

Troy has two milllon square feet of
office development now or under con-

SOURCE: Oakiand County Road c«mlum "

som,

structlon, .has nnoumr 75 milllan
square feet proj and

ters in the backg

,is In the

Bloomtleld Hills nnllcllpnu! 50 pcrcen

posed or
antlcipates 55,000 new ]nhs by 1995,
The 12 Mile Road corridor —
stretehing across Farmington Hills and
Novi — anticlpates 30,000 new jobs In
the next decade.
Auburn Hllls secs 60,000 new jobs

coming as the Oakland Technology .

Park is developed.
The citles of Wixom, Rochester and

the next d

Orlon and Springfield, Grubba sald.

n
" ade, So do the townships of medon,i E
0]

The county ltself, with a populati i

of just over one milllen, is expecting
250,000 more residents in the next dec-
nde. he sald, That would give Onkland.
County more r-ldenh and jobs than X
Detralt, b3

Global outlook’s

Just over a year ago, Borg-Warner
‘decided to bring its automotive-related
companics together fnto one unifled
group — Borg Warner Automotive Ine.,
headquartered in Troy.

This week Borg-Warner Automotive
recorded sales of $1.1 billion, according
to Rlchard C. Curram, chalrman and
CEOQ, and Richard J. Doyle, president.

Frederlek E. Lueck, vice president
for marketing and advanced
Ing, explalned that the unification
maove was designed to mesh with the
c'mngcs taking place in the structure of

englneer- -

Ing country arc becoming global In
their outlook. It was necessary for us to
more [ully adopt a globel stralegy,
t00,” said Curran.

“Actually,” Doyle added, “Borg-
Warner has been active overscas for
more than 25 years. And through our
substdiarics and jolnt venture pariners,
we arc well established in three major
automotlve Industry cemters of the
world — North Amerlea, Europe and
Japan.”

Lueck sald Borg-Warner Automotive
Is a full-service suppller with spectal

prod cls p

on product enginecring, -de-

“l-‘JuLp roduc! ers In al-
mosr. every Industrlal and Industrializ-

velop:
luring.

working

THESE RESULTS come close to
matching the 1984 latal sales record

well for Borg—Warner

dures, installing electronle communi-
caﬂon: mnklng exlcnslvu m of com-

achleved by the th auto~
motive-related companies In the Borg-
Warner famlly, according to Doyle.

alded mnnulnclurlng lcchnolnglu. and
cemploying statlstlcal process control

*This follows the very
trend of recent years, l.c., the merging
of the two kcy funcilons or pmdunl en-

ani groups to
ensure hlglwl flefency operations,
Lueck sald that many Borg-Warner

unlu have becnme certified

Ing," Dnyle sald.
Borg-Warner “Automotive plants are
making major in - con.

that we mcnt thelr specmcauona 20

verting to just-in ume Inventory prot:e-

that they can accept our
own quality cer&lllcngon and do not

have to Inspect Borg-Wamer Automo-
tlve parts when they arrive at the as-
sembly plants.”

is headquarters for six Borg-
Warn T Automotive operating units —

and Englne Ci

‘l‘mn!.mlsslnn Systems, Contrel Sys-
tems, Cluich Systems, Climate Control
Systems and Off-Highway Systems —

with a ncw product line, turbochargers, « calls for continuing increases in capital. <t
Warner-Ishl, 8, and rescarch and deyclopment. expengmlﬂ
. LI
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‘coming on, strong via
folnk venture corporatiom, * -1y

LUECK SAID Borg-Warmer Automo- said.

tive has a strong commitment to re-*"3
scarch and development as well ascap- o
ital improvements. e
» “Over the past five years, the com-
{lany bas-pumped more than $120 mil- 11
on Into rmnrch and development and ~of
in excass of §200 milllon into capitaltys
improvements. Our ongolng programs

itures over-the next flve yenrs.
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¥sk us about color, texture and mood.
Ask us about any decorating questlonl
yle‘ll even visit your home.
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!nl our lnhrlor Dulg necs ho|p you!
Lonsutt with us about size and scale.

- Ethan Allen home furmshmgs now S’ﬂ/ﬂ priced!

The |Imelessar||s(ry of 181h Cenlury masterplecas nm
db

Etban Allen

concep! and deslgn, 1he efegant Georglan Court bedwom
Is on sale now, Ol coursa, a solect group oldEmun Alen's
walt
wallpaper and area tugs 1S sale prlcod 100! So vislt your
Ethan Allen Gallery now during our Winter Salel

tamps,

Queen Anne Mirrors, ea. .
Tall Poster Bad, Full Size* .

Feg.
74" Triple Dresser . . . . $1 489.75 $1,249 75

ecor,

SALE
. 249.75  209.75
. 719.75.  819.75

val

UTICA
50170 VANl DYIE .
tween 22 & 23 Mite) N '

ﬁ.,\agnzz.smuw" 00, 20

" Dresser, Mirrors (2) &

FullSizeBed. . . . . .. 2.705.00 2,249.00

Cenapy............s??S

1,329.75 1,099.75

Armoire .
Commode nghr Tab/es, aa. . 465.74

GAT, 10830 -

79.75
380,75

o Géorgétown Manor
An EthanAllen Galley

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
12 00-5 00| p m.
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