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She dreams of state ballet company

By Carolyn DaMarco
stalf writor

ORIS RAPPORT'S STORE-
FRONT dance studio In Kee-
go Harbor seems an unlikely
birthplace for a state ballel

company.

But it i3 here, amidst a crowded
walting room cluttered with sccond-
hand furniture, wilting plants, and used
leotards and ballet slippers tacked to

the wall, that the Idca for a Mlchlgan
ballet company began.

Rapport slts — and sitting still Is not
casy for her — behind a desk equipped
with a Mickey Mouse telephone and a
sign proclalming “Boss Lady." She
picks up a plle of books, tosses them
inte a larger plle bencath the desk,
brushes papers aside and gets right to
the point.

“We have an opera company, the

DSO, several theater groups, Why not a
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ing to forma dance

Doris Rapport is
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TIQUE SHOW
AND SALE.

NOW THRU JAN, 26 AT THE ALL-NEW
TEL-TWELVE MALL..DEFINITELY!

Over 60 antique dealers from all across Michigan
and throughout the Midwest will exhibit thelr wares
and'offer their services at the 11-day show.
Services available include doll repair, shoe and
clothes making for dolls in various period styles,
lamp repair, furniture refinishing, brass polishing,

and chair caning. .
Appraisals of your picces will he offered at $1 per-
item. Admission is FREE, during all mall hours.

Tel-Twelve Mall

12 Mite and Telegraph Rds, Southfleld
Qpen 10 a.m. - 9 pm. daly, Sunday Noon - 5pam,

o
e
"
+
H
bl
.
S
¥
-

P UMARAAASAARARAG AR AN

it

Feuturing Crowley’s, Mantgomery )Var(l. K-Man,
and GO ather stores and restaurants,

classteal ballet company? It's time.
~I've wanted to have my own dance
vompany since 1 was 9. I opencd this
studlo 10% ycars ago, closed It down
for four years and reopened 1% years
ago. The time is right. It's always been
rlght for dancers and now it's right for
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'Why hasn’t anyone clse done it? I
don't know. Maybe fate. Maybe I'm the
one.”

RAPPORT'S MICHIGAN ballet
company is still in the dream stage, but
the Orchard Lake Village resident is
determined that by 1988 the dream will
be realized.

Auditlons are under way for the
scmi-prefessional  company, which
Rapport says wlit be called Jol de Vie.
Rapporl Is looking for 20 dancers be-
tween the ages of 13 and 35 who have
had appropriate tralning.

“They should be near-professionals
or close ta It,” she said. “I')] take them
and pollsh them.”

She hopes that half of them will be
men, though she knows chances of that
are slim. “I’s just not reallstic in Mich-
igan.”

Rapport sald the company wlll begln
as a non-profit company and In the be-
ginning dancers will not be paid.

“It will have to be a labor of tove,”
she sald. "I'd like to see daity rehcars-
als, but I understand thesc peaple will
be golng 10 school and work, We'll have
to sit down and work out a schedule.”

Rapport admlis one reason for
founding the company Is sclf-serving.
While her first love is dancing itsell,
writing and choreographing ballets is
*a major love.”

SHE HAS WRITTEN several ballets,
most of them fantasles. The latest,
however, “Her Image of Llfe after
Death,” she said, is reallstic, the story
of a young woman dying of leukemia.

“It has every emotion in it,” Rapport
sald. “I've {lnally matured to where I
can accept the ‘cons’ of lfe.”

*I want to see brand new ballets
belng performed. How many times can
you do a ‘Swan Lake' or ‘Nutcracker
Suite?' We need new ballets, new clas-
sics, with up-to-date themes.”

More than providing a showcase for
her awn creations, Rapport wants to

provide a place for Michigan dancers

lodance.
*It's frustrating, and I know that
"~ she said. * i dit

myself In New York. I knocked on 2
hundred doors in New York, but I never
got In the door. That was frustrating.
That's what the kids here are golng
through, but there aren’t cven any
doors here.”

RAPPORT BEGAN dance Instruc.
tion as a 7-year.odd Detroiter whose
mother went to a professional batlet
and decided it sulted her daughter, She
studicd wlth Theodore J, Smith, and by
the age of 9 knew she had (o be a
dancer. By 14, she was attending dance
classes dally and was selecied as a
member of the Detroit City Ballet
Company.

An extended role as a stepsister in
“Cinderella® at age 16 brought her to
the altention of the American Ballet

By Mary Lou Collaway
speclal wrller

The amended massage-parlor ordl
nance became law Monday on a 5:2
vote by the West Bloomlictd Town-
shtp Board.

But trustees Gordon Allardyce and
Dennis Vatsis strongly repeated their
objectlons that the provision prehibit-
ing serving or aitending patrons of
the opposite sex was unconstliutional,

Allardyce said although the ordi-
nance passed last month — preserlb-
ing that massagists be free from dis-
case — was neceded, “This amend-
ment is seriously flawed, glving a

Massage law OK’d.
in West Bloomfield.

tearned members of the opposlie sex
could not glve massages. .

Vatsis said the amendment could
open the door to homosexual spas, |§
“with West Bloomfleld leading the ||
pack. We don’t want nnother San
Francisco.”

Trustee Joffrey Leib asked to table
the amendment for one month but
could muster support only from Al
lardyce and Leib.

He argued, “I'm opposed to this
type of buslness. My concern s we
may open more of 3 Pandora’s hox.
We should not decide in haste and re-
pont at lelsure. We should review the

false sense of security, It
any room set aside for a massage
must be open to the public, Under
Michigan Civil Rights law, it Is dls-
crimlnatory. We would be asking the

Theatre In New York. After gi
from Clarenceville High School tnr
Livonla, she headed to New York, but
was side-tracked for a time in Wash-
ington, D.C., when she took a job as a
flamenco dancer. By the tlme she
Joined the American Ballet Schoal, it
had tost its grant funding.

She then began a two-year workshop
program with the New York City Bal-
let under the tutelage of George Balan.
chine, but returned home when she was
unable to cstablish herself In a career.

Back In Michigan she found her for-
mer Instructors had dled and she had
no ptace to dance. “I must have visited
20-25 studios alt over but the

o] p to violate
the sex diserimlinatlon law.”
*There has been no challenge,” said
Townshlp Supervisor John Doherty,
of the regulation on Detroit's books
for 30 ycars. However, a similar ordl-
nance on the books In Garden City
was recently declared unconstitutlon-
al by Wayne County Clreuit Judge Pa-
trick Duggan on the basis of sex dis-
criminatlon In employment.

“IF THIS IS not passed I assure you
he (Jin Sung Chung) wHl be open lo-
morrow,” said Clerk Betty Sue Du.
pree. She relerred to last week's with-
drawal by Chung of his plan to open
on Orchard Lake Road after he

n (clysedy
session with our Jawyer.” "
Treasurer Dorothy Mclntosh, 'fiow.
ever, reminded Lelb, *We can't’Nave
an exccutlve session on such a mat.

3
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Failing In his bid to table the mat.
ter, Lelb voted with Dokerty, Ddjirée,
Mclntosh and Trustee Raymond flol.
land for the amended ordinance, |

THE PARLORS can't be open be-
tween midnight and 16 am. N

Massage parlors must be open fob
inspeetion by authorized township de-
pariment representatives during’ op-
crating hours for enforcement pur-
poses.

Doherty, said the provision that
massage private rooms must be open
to the view of other persons does not
mcan the public may “walk up and
down.”

teachers couldn't teach. 1 was thor-
oughly disgusted.”

WHILE TRYING to find a satlsfacto-
ry teacher, she temporarily turned her
creative energles Into local amateur
theater, maretage and motherhood,

“I never really gave up dance,” she
said. From 1965 to 1972 she was head
of the dance department for the Red-
ford YWCA, offering Instruction In bal-
let, tap and fazz. In the mid-'70s she
opencd a studlo in West Bloom{ield, but
moved to her present location on Or-
chard Lake near Commerce Road for
more space.
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“"LOST OUR LEASE"

EVERYTHING MUST GO...

25% to 60% OFF
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