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North
claims

By Larry O'Connor
staff wrlter

After the North Farmington gym-
nastics team captured the Farming-
ton Clty Mect Wednesday, the Rald.
ers prabably hung a large “do not dls-
urb” sign.

Rest was in order for the Raiders,
who, In their fifth mect In nine days,
collected 129.75 team palnts en route
1o the city tile.

llost Farminglon Harrlson was
runnerup  with 124.25, Farminglon
finished third with 109.8,

A pair of 9.0s in the floor excrcise
by North Farminglon's Kara Karhu
and Elleen Murtaugh put the Ralders
over the top. Mary Glitz's squad also
put in some flne performances on the
vault and on the uneven paralicl bars.
But on floor Is where the Ratders
clean~d up with a team score of 34.3,
“Floor has always been one of our
stronger cvents,” Glitz sald. “The
girls are wearing down. They need a
few days rest.”

EXCEPT FOR the balance beam,
where North Farmington edged Har-
rlson 30.6-30.2 for first, Glltz was
pleased.

Harrison made it clese on the beam
with fine performances by Tana
Burnlngham and Tracy Soloman,
Burningham captured flrst in the
event with a scorc of 84. Soloman
was second with 8.3,

Both also did well on floor exereise.
Soloman brought in an 86 while
Burntngham collected an 8.4. ,

Belng bridesmald to North Farm-

Linda Perkins, whose team posted its
highest scare of the season,

“1 thought we did really well,” Per-
klns said. *Tana and Tracy hung in
there like T expected they would,”
‘The duo put In splrlted performanc-
es In the final two events, but it stifl
wasn't enough to catch the Ralders.
After two cvents, North Farmington
had 64.85 points, Harrison 61.25 and
Farmington 55.05.

‘THE FALCONS stayed close main-
ly due to Jackie Daly’s first-place
performance in (ke vault. Daly posted
an 8.95 to win the event.

Daly, a freshman, was also Farm-
Ington's top performer in three other
events. She collected a 7.9 on the
beam, which was good for a third-
place tie with the Raiders' Luclne To-

7.6 on the bars and an B.55 on the
{loor exercise,

“Jackie's seares were a little down
from {last) Monday,” Farmington
coach Mary Beth Schornhorst sald.
“I'm stlll pleased with all of her
scores though. The team's really im-
proving as we go along.”

Another exceptional  all-around
performance came from Toroyan,
who posted an 8.6 on the bars for first
place for North Farmington. Toroy-
an's other scores Included an .15 on
the vault, a 7.9 on the beam (a team
high despite losing three-tenths of a
point for a time violation) and an 8.4
on the floor excrelse.

Murtaugh, Toroyan's teammate,
also made a mark In (hree other
cvents besides her 9.0 in the fioor ex-
ercise. She picked up second places on
both the bars and the vault with an
8.0 and an 8.8 respectively.

gym titlef

ington didn’t bother Harrlson coach: *

royan. Daly's other scores included a

Jackle Daly placed in all four events during the con team placed third behind North and Harrl-
Farmington city meet Wednesday, but her Fal-

on the bar. On the vault, she had an
.75 and a 7.6 on the bars.

“I'm glad I had the chance to see
her " Glitz said.. “I've

THE OVERALL per by
her team came as no surprise to the
North Farmington coach,

“They're all pretty consistent,”
Glitzsald, ~

So was Burningham for Harrisan,
In addition to her fine performance
on both the beam and the floor, she
rated a third place on the vault and

Plymouth Salem put together its
best team gymnastics performance of
the season Thursday night in a 125.35-
88.35 win at Walled Lake Central.

A 34.2 team score on [toor exerclse
keyed the win. Beth Rafall scored
9.05 and Becky Talbot 8.0 on the
event (o place 1-2. Jackie Huff, still
hampered by a chipped bone [n her
anklc, took third with an 8.6,

Rafail amassed a superb 339 all-
around score. In addition to floor ex-
cerclse, she won vault (8.85) and bal-
ance beam (8.6). She placed second on
uneven parallel bars (7.4).

Talbot scored 32.1 all-around, She

heard so much about her, and Jackie
Daly, too.”

Such {fcelings of community
weren't uncommon at the inaugural
city meet.

“We have three guality teams., That
says a lot about the community,” Per.
kins sald. “We‘re all comrades.”

Salem floors Vikings

won bars with a 7.95, placed second
gxl g)ﬂult (8.05) and third on beam

Freshman Dana Holda placed third
on vault {8.0) and ted teammate Amy
Pastor] for third on bars (6.95), Sue
Laity placed fourth on vault (7.75) and
Jennie Syria placed fourth on beam

7.1).
The Rocks are 3-2 on the season.

WESTLAND JOHN GLENN topped
Walled Lake Western 117.95-95.25
:hﬂnuday to Improve jts record to 5

phatos by RANDY BORST/stat phatographor

shown pﬁﬂormlna her ut;‘airon bun routine,
h

Gipper’s Ghost

Rice grad adds page
to Notre Dame’s lore

By Jim Hughes
stall writer

Before Lou Holtz gets too carrled
away with plans fer turning around the
football program at the University of
Notre Dame, he may want to consult
wlth Brother Rice graduate Robert
Quakenbush,

1t seems Quakenbush, a Notre Dame
alemnus, has the formula needed to put
the fight back In the Irish. But there'sa
problem. The approval has to come
from above. It must come from the
Being who, according to bumper stick-
ers, is glven the credit for making
Notre Dame No.1.

Quakenbush (pronounced QUAKE.
en-bush), a 1972 graduate of Brother
Rlce, penned a fictitlous novel entitled,
“The Glpper's Ghost™ (O'Connor Pub-
lishing Co., $4.95). In a word, the book
is cufe. It tells of factual history of
football in South Bend, Ind., & hypothet.
fcal present and & fletitlous future,
with plenty of help from God Himself,

TIRED OF A 22-game losing streak,
God sends the legendary Knute Rockne
back (o the campus, along with an out-
standing runnlng back named George
Glpp. Ii's time, God feels, to win a
bunch for the Glpper.

“The Glpper's Ghost” is fast-reading
and flettonal, but its contents bring
back fond memories to Natre Dame
grads and even the “Subway Alumnl.”
People such as Frank Leahy, Grant-
land Rice, the Four Horsemen and, of
course, Rockne and Glpp, come back to
life in the 120-page softcover book.

I thought it would be fun to write
something llke this,” sald Quakenbush,
32, now president of his own publie re-
lations firm in Chlcago, “A couple of
years ago, I was sitting in the Notre
Dame stands during a gamc, alter we
bad lost Lwo or three In a row. It was
ralnlng, and we were kidding around in
the stands. A-fellow a couple of rows
behind me sald, *You know what the
problem is? God Is mad at us.'

“Then 1 sald, 'It could be worse, we
could have lost them all' Between
those two statements I wondered, what
i we lost them all? Then God would
have te lntervene,” he added wlth a

. laugh,

In Quakenbush’s fictlon, God intere
venes after a scason-opening 45-7 loss
1o the University of Michigan. Gipper,
who {ronlcally assumes the name of
Dutch Reagan (as in Ronald Reagan In
the movle, “Knute Rockne, AR-Ameri-
can”), and Rockne, who assumes the
role of a priest and team chaplain, Fa-
ther Woulfe (but his frlends call him
Father Rock), enter the scene. After a
14-14 (le agalnst Michigan State Uni-
versity, the Irish turn it around.

“I DON'T KNOW If It was out of loy-
alty or what,” Quakenbush said, "but a
Michigan team does not lose to Notre
Dame (in the book).”

‘There's also some loyalty to Brother
Rice, The Notre Dame quarterback,
Hart Collins, is named after two for-
mer Fighting Irish players who lived In
Blrmingham — Leon Hart, the 1949
Heisman Trophy winner whose sons at
tended Rice, and Greg Collins, a col-
Tege All-Amerlcan and former Rice all-

star.

He also mentions Brother Rice High
— where the fictlonal Hart Collins
prepped ~ and football coach Al Fra-
cassa. “If Notre Dame ever considers
hiring another high school football
coach, T hope they remember Mr, Fra-
cassa's address,” Quakenbush sald,

Quakenbush, who spent 16 years in

*The. Gipper's-Ghaost” is avallable
from'.author, Robart: Quakenbush,
Send $6 per. copy to Robert Quak-
enbush, 1344, N,' Dearborn, Chica-
go, [1:60610,. + "~ - .

Bloomtield Townshlp and Beverly
HIlls, always had an urge to write, Al-
theugh he majored in buslness adminls-
tratlon at Notre Dame, he wrotc for the
coltege newspaper and was sports edl-
tor of the Notre Dame and Brother
Rice yearbooks.

The Notre Dame fiction was a habby.

“I've always enjoyed writlng in one
capacity or another,” he said. “I pur-
sued this ns a hobby. I went home (after
a Notre Dame gamc) and wrote three
chapters and showed il to some of my
frlends, They all liked it, so I thought it
would be {un,

*“I KEPT working on it as a hobby. I
worked on it off and on for about nine
months. It went to the printer in August
of tast year.”

One could probably get through the
book In @ short sitting. Although the
storyline Is unreal, the setting is not.
For Notre Dame grads or lans who've
been part of the campus on game day,
many of the passages “wake up the
echoes” from memory banks: .

“On campus, varlous student groups
commenced setting up outdoor grills,
yellow sawhorses and blue tabletops at
cholee locations atong the busicst watks
ways. Sales of hot dogs, hamburgers,
bratwurst and soda pop were brisk. A
favorite stop was the Knights of .Co-
lumbus concession, renowned for lts
steak sandwiches, -

“The most popular place of all was
the Hammes Notre Dame Bookstore.
The flrst floor was allve with two col-
ors — gold and blue, The merchandlse
sparkled; the staff . . . T-shirts, caps,
Jackets, pennants, collectors’ plates,
coffce mugs and varfous carried the
words, Notre Dame, or bore the famous
leprechaun, with hls upraised fists, or
the famlliar ‘ND’ monogram.”

Anyone who recalls the thrill of see-
ing the Golden Dome for the flrst time,
or had end zone seats across from
*“Touchdown Jesus,” may catch them-
selves waxing nostatgic while fllpplng
through the pages,

“When I wrote the book, I talked to
my [rlends and put together all the
fond memories of Notre Dame. It
helped us recall life at Notre Dame.
1t’s move than a story about football.
1t’s almost a story on how much fun it
was to attend Notre Dame.”

IRONICALLY, THE storyline is
quite similar to one In David E.
Hubler's flction, "You Gotta Belleve!™
In (hat book, a football player comes
from nowhere to rescue a foundering
professional football team from New
York. The player? Guy O'Downey. His
Inltials? GO.D.

“I've never heard of that one,” Quak-
cnbush sald, “but some people have
compared it to ‘Damn Yankees.” In that
one, the help came from the devil. In
mine, the hclp comes from an entirely
diffcrent direction.”

Notre Dame fans will be glad to,
know that in Quakenbush’s book, foot.
ball returns to the glory days of yester-
year when winnlng games were as fre-
quent as prayer sessions at the Grotto
of Our Lady of Lourdes,

If you happen to be a University of
Southern Cal fan, don't read the book.
You'll find it has an unhappy ending.

Raiders regroup to
destroy Farmington

North Farmington's basketball team

" got back to form Friday night at the

cxpense of neighboring Farmington,
w;lnrrl’lng 63-44 in 2 Western Lakes
clash.

Rick Anderson (14 points, 16 re-
bounds) and Paul Wahrman (13 points)
led the way for the Raiders, but coach
Tom Negoshian credlts the entire

team. -

“We just played and executed better
than we have been,” he said, “We got a
lot off the bench. You can't win with
Just one or two players. Tonight all five
or six played well.* '

Jim Ragland turned in an 11-polnt
performance for tho Ralders, - .

North ‘had lost-five of its Jast six
games prior to Friday night. B

North began and ended the game

strong outscoring the Falcons 15-5 in
the first quarter and 24-10 in the flnal
quarter, .

Kyle Mutz scored 15 polnts to lead
Farmington (4-4 in the conference, 6-5
overall). Bruce Kratt added 10, '

North is 8-5 in the conference, 55 on
the season.

HARRISON 67, W.L. WESTERN §5:
Winnlng in Walled Lake, as coaches
throughout the Western. Lakes confer-
ence know, Is mighty difficult.
. Fi Harrison, the undefeat
cd lcague leader in the Western Lakes,
survived its first test Friday — but not’
without shedding some blood.
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