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‘refatively little,” Ellmann said. “I
“'nlso realized what an opportunity we
“have in the United States. It gave me
‘ty first appreclation of what great
*“things we have in the country. I'm

paying through public service for ali
/ithe U.S. has done for me.”

%1 Following the war, Ellmann fln.

“shed hls bachelor's degree at the Uni-
*-versity of Michigan, After working In

constructlon, Ellmann gave into his

Interest in Jaw and entered the Wayne

State Unlversity School of Law. The

year was 1948, After an intenslve
year-round program, Ellmann gradu-
ated and was admitted to the State
Bar of Michlgan in 1951,

“In 1951, my father commented
that someday law and public refa-

tlons would be synonymous. How do
you relate to the issues? How do you
reconclle varlous interests? Law and
llving .is all publlie retations,”
Ellmann said.

Ellmann acknowledges that enter-
ing law schoal somewhat later in llfe
than most helped him in his practlce
and In his public service. While he re-
spects the law, he does not feel bound
by its time-honored traditlons and re-
sistance to change. “I am an activist
by nature and T flke to move things,”
he said.

ELLMANN'S QUOTABLE dlalogue
and jovlal personality, combined with
his passlon for forging compromise
between people on hard-fast opposing
sides, has greatly contrlhuted to his
politica) success.

Interchange fate
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Specifically, the improvemenis that
must be made Include widening 12 Mite
from Orchard Lake to Novi roads to a
“muitl-lane faclllty.” Officials should
also monitor 12 Miie between Beck and
Novi roads and, as development plans
become known, approprlate road Im-
provements should be panned, accord-
Ing to the study.

The MDOT study also suggests that
“revenue availabliity will affect the
timing of proposed Improvement proj-
ccts. The Michigan Department of
Transpartation, loca] jurlsdlctlons, and
the private sector should In

Mayor Joc Alkateed has satd, “the ball
1s in the school board's court. We have
made our plan known. We are saying
again and agaln, we want to cooper-
ate."

Desplte the receipt of Kelley's opin-
lon more than a weck ago, nelther the
Farmington HIlls City Councll nor
Farmington Board of Education has
discussed the matter In a publie meet-
Ing. The state’s Open Meetings Act of
1976 atlows public officlals to meet in
closed sesslon to discuss legal strategy
with an attorney.

But pelor to councll’s adeptlon of its
MDOT's I-696 im-

conjunction with the recommended de-
1lgn and environmental studies, the ex-
pleration of options for funding recom-
mended Improvements.”

Farmington HIlls City Councll creat-
ed a TIFA distrlct Dee, 16 and desig-
pated the geographic boundaries in
which the financing mechanism would
be used. Farmington Public Schools of-
ficlals — who have publicly opposed
the measure ~ have more than half of
the 60-day peried (from Dec. 30) to re-
spond Lo the city's creation of the au-
thorlty,

But on Jan. 16, school officlals
recejved an opinlon on the state's TIFA
Act that conlirms thelr pelmary argu-
ment that the city cannot create a
TIFA to help finance 12 Mile improve-
ments If property values along the cor-
ridor are not declining.

GRAMAM LEWIS, acting superin-
tendent, last week said the city will
have Lo determine its next course of ac-
i“hl\ in 1ight of Kelley's opinton. In turn,
'

provement ‘plans Monday, Farmingten
Hills resident Alde Vagnozzl questloned
council on the status of the TIFA pro-
posal in light of Kelley's oplnion,

“We did what we had to do. We
aren't golng to do anything in the near
future,” Alkateeb sald, adding there Is
no actlon for clty offlcials to’ take In
reaction to the attorney gencral’s opin-
lon,

In response to Vagnozzi's inqulry
whether Kelley's opinlon s _legally
blnding on the city, attorney Paul Bi-
beau sald, “I don't agree with your as-
sessment of the welght you give an at-
torncy gencral’s report. The attorney
general has interpreted a statute . .

VAGNOZZI SUGGESTED that city
officlals develop a contingency plan “in
case TIFA falls through. I would hate
to sce us get involved in a lengthy legol
hassle with the school board."

Whether school officials wlll pursue

One testament to this success is
that as a card-carrying Democrat,
Ellmann's appolntments to the Mack.
inac Island and Employment Rela-
tlons commilsslons were made by for-
mer Republican Gov. William MHlik-
en. Ellmann was also the first Demo-
crat to become president of the State
Bar of Michlgan.

*#Polltics, the more time you spend
in it, s really a reconclllation process
between views, Government In any
form 1s consensus. It is hot necessari-
ly what I want. It Is a questlon of
bringing people together. The key
questlon s how to handle adversity
and make it constructive,” he sald.

And that's exactly what he docs.

Whether it was during his slx.year
tenure on the Mackinac Island Park
Commlssion or his continuing wo[k as

unclear

legal action to prevent the city from
using tax increment financing to help

chalrman of the threc-member Michl-
gan Employment Relatlons Commis-
aion, talking with people and prompt-
ing them to push for change s what
Ellmann loves to do.

“I cnjoy settling dlsputes. I enjoy
creating an atmosphere in which to
seltle dlsputes. It's something you de-
velop from tough experience. I think

, 1t isIn your gut. Yet at the same time,

1 think you can learn it. It's Jtke be-
comlng a minister, lawyer, psycholo-
gist ar sociologist. Labor relatlons is
public relations.”

OFTEN, OPPOSING sldes in a la-
bor dispute are not that far apart In
thelr desires. But more often than not,
the issuc bolls down to personality

ment Relatlons Commission, Ellmann
used his skills as a ncgotiator and
ta get things d

on the northern Michlgan Island.
Under his leadership, the Mackinac
Island commission obtained more
money for the Island than any of the

Attorney makes time to serve Michigan

But, he added, his family — his
wife, Sheila and three grown chlldren
— have provided the support “that
has carvled me through.”

AT PRESENT, Ellmann ls worklng
to have the Employment Relatlons
Ce actlvely work with the

former a
bike path and pushed for the opening
of Ml Creek — a reconstructed logg-
Ing mill between Macklnaw City and
Cl And he ded in ob-

state Department of Commerce In de-
veloping metheds of helplng business.
Ellmann is convinced ccmmission
«can do more to improve the

taining 19 acres from the Mackinac
Brldge Authority. Ellmann hopes a
museum will be bullt on the acreage.

WIILE SERVING on both state
commlsslons — as far as anyonc
knaws, the anly person te do so simul-
— Ellmann was known as a

. “You have
your goal when the people on strike
go back to work,” Ellmann added.

But Ellmann looks to both parties
in a dispute to settle thelr differences.
During the recent strike by union em-
ployces at WDIV-Channel 4, Elimann
— concerned about the standoff be-
tween Jabor and management —
went to the top in an effort to scttle
He wired Katharine

finance 12 Mile impr Is still
unknawn, “It’s still in closed sesslon,”
Lewis sald.

School trustees are expected Lo dise
cuss Kclley's oplnlon In closed sesslon
at thelr meeting Feb. 11. School trus-
tees are also expected to discuss the is-
sucln publle that night {ollowing the
closed session.

But schoo) officlals are also waltlng
for a response from city officinls, who
sald they would “respond to us in two
weeks (as of Jan. 16),” Lewls sald.

Obvlously, Lewis continued, school
officials have the optlon of taking no
actlon — allowing the clty to continue
with TIFA = or taking action of some
type.

Graham, publisher of the Washlngton
Post, which owns the televislon sta-
tion, urglng her “active particlpa-
tion” In ending the negotiating pro-
cess,

And true to his passion and scrlous-
ness for work, Ellmann included his
home telephone on the telegram to
Graham, She responded several days
before the strike's end.

His tenacity was no less great dur-
ing his tenure on the Mackinac Island
State Park Commissian. As in his faw
practice or on the Michigan Employ-

man with at teast seven or clght tele-
phone numbers. They included his
home, offlces in Lansing, Grand Ra-
pids and Detroit, as well as three
numbers at the Michigan Employ-
ment [

nature of business in the state,

“I plonecred that approach. We
want to cooperate with the commerce
department to determine what the
real basis of a dispute Is. I am trying
1o make it (labor commisslon) all the
more cmbracing. I want to know
what all the problems (In business)
are other than the union.”

‘Through hls own expericnces, espe-
cially n Jabor retatlons and pollties,
Eilmann Is convinced changes are re;
quired in the work world as well as in

‘When his term on the park commls-
sion was about to explre last year,
Gov. James Blanchard, concerned
about Ellmann's heavy workload,
asked him to choose which commils-
sion appointment he preferred to
kegy

p.
The Michigan Employment Reta-
tions Commilssion — a patd appoint-
ment — won. And he hasn't regreticd
his cholce, although he does miss
worklng for Mackinac Island.

Yet, he'll freely admit the work Is
time consuming. Ellmann estimates
that he devoted at least 750-1,000
hours a year ta the park commission.
“Every choirmanshlp is a fulltime
Job,” he said.

If workers are to become
satisfied with what they do for a liv-
ing.

“People are disillusloned. They
don't kniow what to expect In employ-
ment. Management has to spend more
time making work enjoyable,” he
sald.

“Most things ] have wanted, I have
accomplished. But I have never found
anything casy In my life. When one
works hard, people around you appre-
clate it, hopefully,” he sald.

In fact, Ellmann sald he would like
people to remember two very simple
things about him: “I've learned how
to work and I never took advantage of
anyone,”
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