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interpretatlon. And that's why
the dispute could end up In
court.
1s Farmington Hllls' plan to use tax in-
i crement flnancing to pay for a $16Ya-mll-
lion road improvement project along 12
-3:MHe, west of Farmington Road, i)legal?
~f " Yeg, say Farminglon Public Schoals ad-
., ministrators, who cite an attorney gener-
.7 al's opinion as proof.
No, say Farmington Hills officlals, who
contend the city meets the four criteria
v necessary to pursue lax increment financ-
« ing,
w'  The schools aren't arguing against the
-*: planned road improvement project. They
%iconcur with the city that without im-
. provement (o 12 Mile, future development
= will be jeopardized along the corridor and
“ the quality of life In the city could suffer
. as aresult.

,
Q
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Wuo's RIGHT? That depends on

o

THE MOST controversial aspect of
— Farmington Hills' 12 Mile Road Master
¥ Traffic Plan for 1966 to 1981 involves a
7 four-lane, landscaped boulevard with me-
:->dian cuts west of Farminglon Read to
Haggerty.
‘The purpose of the baulevard would be
:ito separate south-side offices from north-
skde houses, reduce left-turn conflicts at
intersectlons and allow non-disruptive,
signaled business driveways.
The boulevard would carry a $16%-

$9.2 milllon) and comparatively higher
maintenance costs. Tax increment financ-
- ing Is proposed for fhie clty's share,
Such { resulls from
-all or a portion of the dollars generated by
a devel t arca’s § in d
;value from the time the area’s latest as.
M roll was Farmi
- Hills proposes capturing a portlon of the
,] : (ncrease from the ather taxing unlts in the
! ) Etax Increment financing dlstrlct for up to
+ f12 years,

.

:¢ THE PLANNED Tax Increment Fi-
.. yhaneing  Authority (TIFA) district is
: tbounded by Haggerty, 1-696, U.S. Postal
ervice property and 12 Mile,

A municipality can create a TIFA to
alt a decline in property values, Increase
roperty values, climinate the causes of
declining property values and promote

" Standoff -

pute sparks questions

economic growth. Each of the four crite-
ria must be met, according to Attorney
General Frank Kelley's Jan. 16 opinion.

In question is the first criterlon. The
schools argue that a significant number of
property values in the targeted arca
aren't declining. And, they argue, you
can't hait semething that doesn’t exist.

In its 12 Mile Road Corridor Develop-
ment Area Tax Increment Financing
Plan, the city argues that improvements
through tax increment financing will pre-
vent a decllne in property values.

Even though a significant aumber of
property values within the planned TIFA
district may not be declining at the
moment, they surely will without road
Impr , argues Farmi Hills
Mayor Joe Alkateeb.

SHOULD THE city scrub its TIFA, it's
likely some developers will take their
projects elsewhere. Those who don't will
confront a city council polsed to protect
the city's quality of life by stopping devel-
opment along 12 Mile, west of Farmington
Road, untll the road is improved. The two
new local interchanges planned for 1-696
also will be jeopardized If 12 Mile im-
provements don't extend to Haggerty.

A TIFA is generally a cost-efficient

hanism for i y public
improvements. The property-tax revenue
that the improvements generate benefits
each taxing jurisdiction.

Stlll, these questions require answers: Is
preventing a decline In property values
tantamount to haiting a decline in proper-
ty values? Is there any way to resoive the
standoff between the city and the schools
outside of court? How was Southficld able
to creale a TIFA for a proposed $3,2-mil-
lion Civic Center Boulevard between Berg
and Lahser, where property values likely
weren't declining?

The schools raised a
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Tannian’s access to Lucas

“Mr. Tannian had that most import-
ant asset, access to the top decision-
maker.”

THAT BIT of understatement comes
from Richard Strichartz, Birmingham
resident and -former law professor at
Wayne State University, In his capacity as
?pccla! rz‘lct finder for the Wayne County

— and unwitlingly uncovered a paradox in
the law. Apparently, you can't use lax in-
crement financing for public improve-
ments until decay already has set in.
There’s no provision for TIFA to be used
as a preventive.

Who's right in the Farmington Hills
case? Only time will lell. But it's quite
clear the letler as well as the spirit of the
TIFA concepl nceds a polnted review.

— Bob Sklar
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Pray for the heroes’ familles, for
herocs they were,

The space shuttle Challenger’s sev-

ber crew, who together were

-Far
vied for the honor of becoming the ficst civilian In opace, is shown at work

It’s a time for reflection

Kathy McAd h
o

The tragedy of Challenger wasn't
far removed from the Farmington
area, Two Farmington Public Schools

a portrait of America, pald the ulti
mate price — they gave their lives —
go that the world would have a sharp-
er understanding of what lies beyond

Harth,

" Their lure? Money? Fame? No. It
was something more basic: a ploneer-
ing spirit and the wonder of explora-
tlon and discavery.

Kathy McAdaragh and Mar-
tie Ports, shared New Hampshire
teacher Christa McAulilfe's dream of
teaching the first class from the still-
ness of space, : .
When the Challenger disintegrated
shortly after liftoff Tuesday morning,
a part of cach person who joined in
the sorrow seemed to dle.
~— Bob Skiar

It's tucked away in his 64-
page report on County Executlve William
Lucas’ procedures in letting a $138 millton
conlract to rchabliltate the Old County
Butlding.

There’s no “smoking gun” In the hands
of either Bill Lucas or his chief of staff,
Dennis Nystrom, on the question of con-
flict of interest.

Nevertheless, the pleture that emerges
Is one of repecated, blatant favorltism
toward Phillip (3. (Jerry) Tannian, attor-
ney for the firm that won the contract.

THE IDEA {or renovating lhe Old
Wayne County Building was hatched in
May of 1983 by Rabert FltzPatrick, head
of the counly’'s Economic Development
Corporation — and the man Lucas defeat-
ed for executive in 1982.

A month later, Lucas announced his off-
lee — not EDC — would take over the
project. No reason was glven.

Could It have been because the EDC
board must operate under the Open Meet-
ings Act but staff work inside the Lucas
adminlstration could be closed to the pub-
lic? Strichartz has no answer.

(Many months belore Tannlan's client
got the contract, FitzPatrick predicted It
would happen, based on the favoritism

An exam

_UNTIL 11:38 a.m. Tuesday the subject
matter for this column was pretty much
set in granite. Then in front of our cyes, a
precious bit of Amerlca died.

We all will remember what we were
doing the moment we learned that the
lives of seven American astronauts were
snuffed out. I was on the phone talking
business when I heard,

“Steve, the shuttle just blew up, Every-
body was killed,” sald the voice on the
other end.

For a moment the words just wouldn't
come. I looked down at my handwritten
notes which suddenly seemed meaning-

oss, .
“Listen,” 1 said, “anything I've got to
talk about right now would seem pretty
lrrﬁlevnnL Why don't I talk with you lat-"
er,
The other person, nearly in tears,
agrecd and we hung up. .

LATER, LOOKING over the notes I had
gathered for this column, I tried desper-
ately 1o blot out the image of the fire ball
framed by the erystal blue sky, The image
just wouldn’t go away. .

Driving home that evening, I sorted
through the reliable old mental file to sal-

+ vage my ‘column idea. {For some reason,

headed by Akhtar ana-

Tim
Richard

shown to Tannian.)

FitzPatrick had long business experi-
ence In real estate deals, but Lucas took
the project away from him and placed
Jamil Akhtar, one of his assistants, In
charge. Akhtar had been a sheriff's depu-
ty, union leader and law student. Ques-
tioned by Strichartz on why the renovation
contract took so long, Akhtar admitted,
“Well, this was the first time I was ever
involved in anything lke this,”

TANNIAN WAS AN old pal of Lucas,
dating to their days In the Detroit office of
the FBI. Tannian went on to become De-
troit police chief; Lucas, to become sheriff
in 1969 and cxecutive in 1983.

Tannlan Is counsel for a partnership
called OCBR (Old County Building Reno-
vation), one of five bidders for the con-
tract. But in mid-1984 during staff dis-
cussfons, Akhtar testified, 'I was instruct.
ed by Mr. Nystrom that Mr. Tannian
would be involved in this project.”

How involved? Tannian was glven an

staff [
lyzed Lhe bids and voted 4-2 for Amurcon,

Although Amurcon’s $144 million bid
was $6 million higher than OCBR's,
Akhtar's strongly r d
ed Amuron on a point system for reasons
of “overall stremgth ... far greater
record of real estate experience generally

. . superior ability,

A DAY LATER, Lucas, without ever
being given a copy of the Akhtar commlt-
hl:e's report, decided in favor of Tannlan's
client.

A week later, Tannian, as a polltical
friend of Lucas, arranged a $186,000 loan
from National Bank of Detroit to the ex-
ecutive’s political fund in order to pay off
Nystrom’s legal fees in the infamous road
{Jalrol layolf case which Lucas-Nystrom

ost. .

Akhtar told Strichartz several other
stories of how Tannian could “arrange fa-
vors” because of his access to Lucas.
“What Mr. Tannlan would do would be to
work with the administrative stalf, try to
get the best deal that he could, ald then go
{n and see the executive and try to get a
better deal . . . I was affronted by Jerry's
way of doing business.”

Lucas is due to announce for the Re-
e P

advance copy of a
called Request for Proposal “to look over
and rewrite,” Akhtar said,

Two companies emerged as top con-
tenders for the renovation contract —
Tannian’s client OCBR and Amurcon. A

ple for the _"IZ?AC

T for govenor on Feb.
12, “Honest Abe” Lincoln’s birthdate, It
wauld be more appropriate for him to
hold off to March 15, birthday of Andrew
Jackson — “To the victor belong the

. spolls.”

M crackerbarrel
B debate

Steve
Barnaby

most of the decislons I make in life are
finalized while driving.)

Suddenly it all made sense.

Today’s column was to be about the De-
trolt Athletic Club’s vote to continue its
ban on full membership for women. I had
typed a note to myself saying, “Business
leaders have a special role to play in this

—country, an example to set. But Jast

week's decision., , .”
That was as far as [ had gone.

THEN 1 THOUGHT about all the wom-
en who had made an Impact en the nation
that day, Naturally,”Christa MeAullffe,

-the school teacher turned astronaut, was
first and foremost. And then there was as-
tronnut Judy Resnik, whose determination
made her one of the first American wom-
en in space.

g later that day, we
saw ABC's journalist Lynn Sherr, who has
become ane of the foremost space experts,
tell us not only about the accldent but
about the astronauts she had come to
know so well,

Finally, after an exhausting day of news
reports, we saw Joan Rivers tell us she
would not be telling any jokes that eve-
ning. It just wasn't appropriate.

All women, all successful, all contribut-
ing to soclety In one way or another, Two
of them, in the blink of an eye, have be-
come forever elched In our minds as na-
tional heroes,

THEY ALL possess one thing in com-

on. None of them, despite their contri-

utions, could be a member of the Detrolt
Athletic Club.

It's an affront that this community's

. most powerful male leaders could have

the audacity to forbld membership to

those who centribute so mightily to socl-
ety.

We must question the viebility and
credibility of business and eivic lgadcrs
who are so Insecure as to want to belong
to such an organization,

Shame on them.



