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Hills ch

day,” the Rev. Victor Mesenbrlng sald
“There was glass

: Vandals caused about $25000 In
-Z:damage to a Farmington Hilla church
“Monday.
> Police plan o file Oakland County
2 Probate Court petitions charging two
.3 juveniles, ages 16 and 11, with breaking
.5vand entering, said Sgt. Charles Necbus
zof the Farmington Hllls Pollce Departe
tment.
The vandallsm occurred between 4-8
.m. Monday at Hope Lutheran Church,
£239200 12 Mile. It was the worst act of
5vnndallsrn at the church, which cele-
-£sbrated its ninth anniversary in Farm-
i Ington Hills Jan. 19.

¢, “Inltial cleanup should be done lo-
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all over the place. But we'll be able to
worshlp Sunday. We'll put the church
back together.”

Nebus credited Patrolman William
Maifesoll with apprehending the
suspects. “He saw a susplelous person
walking down 12 Mlle while other offl.
cers were at the church,” Nebus safd.
“'When the person ran, he and detective
David Loc followed footprints In the
snow to a house about a quarter of a
mile away.” N

THERE, POLICE recovered a tape
recorder, speakers, a sterco recelver
and a VCR belonglng to the church,
Nebus sald.

The tel) from the church vandalism
was heavy.

In the sanctuary, several windows
were smashed, including a leaded glass
window made by a church.goer. At
least one fire extinguisher was emp-
tled. "We'll have to wash cverything in
the sanctuary. It was pretty messy,”
Mesenbring sald,

Windows on three outside doors and
two sets of double doors golng Into the
sanctvary were smashed. Hammer
marks were on the doors and hammer
punctures were In nearby walls. Books

urch victimized by

and chalrs were strewn throughout the
sanctuary.*

Also In the sanctuary, a plano was
badly damaged. Jn the offlce, the glass
top on an electronic stencil scanner
was smashed and hammer marks were
on the control panels. In the foyer, a
hanglng cross was hroken.

RADIOS AND appliances also were
damaged. “Some were salvageable,
others weren't,” Mesenbring sald.

Mesenbring discovered (he break-in
when he stopped at the church Monday
cvening to use the telephone.

"It was a blessing I was golng by and
saw Lhe lights on, which isn't that unu-
sual, and deelded to make some (cle-
phone calls,” Mesenbring sald. “But
when I came up to the doar, I saw what
had happened and called the police,
who came quickly.”

“Fortunately, there wasn't a lot of
damage in the office,” he added. “We
may not be able to put out a bulletin
for Sunday services. But we'll do ver-
bal announcements.”

Mesenbring said he found a candle
burning in a foyer closct, where paper
was strewn, Speculating that a fire
coutd have broken out, Mesenbring safd
the vandallsm “could have been much
more disastrous.”
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advartlsing  department,
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{313) 477.5450. The Farminglon Ob-
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A photo capilon that appeared on
Page 2 of the Observer Jan. 27 incor-
rectly identiticd the managing director
of the Oakland County Road Commls-
slon,

The dlrector’s correct name is John
Grubha.

The same mis-identlfication
appearcd in a quate block on Page 1.
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