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Prep athletics:
innocence lost

HINGS AREN'T ALL peaches and cream
in the world of high schod! sports.
It may appear as such to the najve
eye. Prep sports palnts ltself
handsome exterlor: the purity of competition, the
innocence of playlng for school and community
pride, the lessons learned through bath victory
and defeat, and the satlsfactlon of dolng the best
you can,

Bencath that exterlor, though, the foundatlon is
beginning to crack,

There are sinister forces at work here — forces
that operate under the gulse of concerned parents
oand coaches,

‘The intentlon of this calumn is not to polnt
fingers at any one coach, parent, player or
athletle program. The intention is Lo toss out
Issues and stir up constructive debate, .

‘This column contalns no remedics for the lssues
it valses. It contains evidence, it 18 hoped, that
wlll incite those in power to take an Introspective
look at high school athletics.

SCENE ONE: Sally plays basketball on her
middle schoo] team. She's a very talented player.
Varslty basketbail coaches from both the public
and the private high school regularly attend her
games. Both coaches have made it known they'd
Itke very much for Satly to attend their school.

Both high school coaches spend time talking to
Sally's parents about the benefits of their school.

*“Qur basketball program has produced many
college players,” the private sehool coach tells
the parents. “If she comes here, I can guarantee
her a college scholarship”

Safd the public schoo) coach: “The reason the
private schoo) team wins all the time s that they
come here and steal all of our players, I think t is
disgusting to have to put this kind of pressure on
Sally, But I feel that if I don't, we'll keep losing
kids to the private school.”

Sally, meanwhile, has become Inereasingly
popular among her friends at school. Hecalise of
all the attention, she has become somewhat of &
celebrity. Consequently, Sally’s cgo has grown
disproportlonate (o her abllity. Ths begins to
cause problems far her, her coach, teammates
and family.

FINALLY, SALLY'S parents declde it would be
best If thefr daughier attends the private school.
Sally crles because all of her friends go to public
schioal.

Sally Is miserable at the private school and ks
unproductive during basketball practice. The
coach benches her until she's ready to contribute.

Sally’s parents sit in the stands wondering why
their daughter Isn't playing. They argue with the
private sehool coach and eventually pull Satly out
of the school.

Alter losing a season of ellgibility, Sally Is
ready to resume her basketball career,

The problem [s Sally’s two-year sabbatical has
made her a stranger on the public school team.
Girls whom she played with at middle school
have grown and improved and ar¢ now stars on
this team, Sally doesn't fit in.

Sally's basketball carcer Is shat. Forget abaut
the scholarship. -

These kinds of things are happening right now
In Observer & Eccentrlc land.

SCENE TWO: Coach Jones has won five
consecutive league champlonships, two state
titles and has conched 250 more wins than he has

osses.

Hls team will not win the Ieague title this year,
and Jones can haar the grumbling In the stands,

“He'slost it ... Why isn't he playing so-and-so
. . . Thekids don't respect him . . , His offensc is
totally archalc. . . He's got to go.”

After a partleularly galling loss, a parent steps
from the stands to talk to coach Jones.
Apparently, the parent's kid dldn't play much
during the game. The coach and the parent
exchange heated words,

Coach Jones resigns the next day, The team Is
stlll looking for a replacement.

SCENE THREE: Coach Do¢ has had the best
team In the area for nearly 15 years, The area
rankings always list the team No. 1. The team
rarely loses league contests.

Coach Smith's team, also very good, plays Ina
nefghbaring region, Smith repeatedly requests
games agalnst Coach Doe's team. Coach Doe
steadfastly refuses.

Coach Doc's athletic director, in an off-the-
record statement Lo the press, confldes that Doe
is obsessed with hls win-loss record and will not
Jeopardize it against Smith's team.

Mare and more, good leams shy away from
scheduling good tcams, Lost is the sports axlom
that it Is more productive to lose against the best
than beat the worst.

‘THIS SPACE does not permit any more scenes,
although there ara a good many to ~ like
the basketball player who quit the team becauso
he was ashamed of the way his father carried on
in the stands, .

Nevertheless, recrulting at the middle school
level {1 a reallty. Overbearing, power-hungry,
know-it-all parents are forcing good coaches and
players out of the game. Some coaches do pad
their schedules with powder-puff games to
maintain win streaks and winning percentages,

The luster of high school sports is fading,

Hawks fend off feisty Falcons

File phot
Ken George scored eight of his 14 points his Harrison team to a 84-53 win at Farm-
in the final quarter Tuesday night helping Ington,

Size of racquet
crucial to Yellen

By Larry O'Connor
statf wrllor

By Chris McCosky
stalt writer

The Farmington basketball team
went for a frustrating ride up a down
escalator Tuesday night in a rock-em,
sock-em 64-53 loss to Farminglon Har-
rison.

1 don’t know If we were o much
ripe to be beat,” sald Harrison coach
Mlke Teachman. “But I do think Farm-
Ington was ready to beat us,”

Was il ever, The Farmington stu.
dents palated thelr faces and jammed
into the Falcon gym. The pep band was
out In full force, The intenslty was at
goose-bump level. And the Falcons,
losers of three of their last four games,
were hungry.

With 1:11 left In the flrst quarter,
Scott Bissell's two free throws gave
Harrison the lead for the flrst time in
the game. The Hawks never gave back
the Jead but the Falcons were within
two points four times — twice In the
linal quarter. Harrlson's largest mar-
gln was nlne polnts.

In other words, the two neighboring
;llvl:n; battled each other from start to

inish,

“FARMINGTON PLAYED us
tough,” Teachman sald, “They had thelr
fans out and their kids were pumped,
but we overcame It all. Good teams
win on the road

Five consecutlve points from Mark
Stevens, and key hoops from Bruce
Kratt and Cralg Petersmark pulled the
Falcons to within two polnts, 53.51,
with 4:30 left in the game,

At that polnt, Teachman deployed his
troops In & dlamend-and-onc delensive
scheme. He assigned Jef! Hoskow the
task of stopplng the inflammable Kratt
onc-on-one. .

Farmington had eight posscssions tn
the flnal 4:30 of the game and fired 10
shots, Only one of those shots was
triggered by Kratt. Only Ron Jones'
put-back shot at the buzzer scored.

Meanwhile, the Hawks rattled off 11
points to secure vietory.

“THEY PLAYED Bruce man-for-
man and the athers just couldn't hit the
shots,” said Falcons coach Rlchard
Roy. “You can't win if you don't hit
your shots,”

Poor sheotlng has plagued the Fal-
cons during the two-weck skid. The
team has hit less than 30 percent of Its
shots the last two games. The Falcons
made 21 of 55 against the Hawks (38
percent), but kit just four of 14 final
quarter shots,

For Harrlson, Blssell, Ken George
o and Rod Sarcevich were the offensive

basketball

stars. Blssell led all scorers with 16
points. Sarcevich (13 polnts, 11 re-
bounds) and George (14 polnts), hit the:
shots that broke the Faleons’ back. |
George, held in check for three quar-'
ters, scored clght palnts down the
siretch. Sarcevich saved his baskets far
the cruclal stages of the game. Three
times Sarcevich hit shots to extend the . -
Hawk lead from two to four points, -

Will Lund also played a big role fof *
the Hawks scoring seven polnts and
grabbing 10 rebounds. T

KRATT, WHO didn't start the game,
ignlted the team with 14 points, Ton,
Racka played a strong game for Fa:
Ington, also, chipplng in elght polni
Petersmark was also a factor, HIs muse”, *
cular 6-2, 220-pound frame kept Harri. -
son away from the glass. The majorlty
of the Hawks® polnts were scored from .
the perimeter.

Kyle Mutz, one of the team’s leadlng
scorers, was limited to -just cight
points,

“They tock Kyle out of the game
pretty well,” Roy sald,

Teachman saw It different: “He took
himsel! out, really. He stayed pretty
much on the perimeter and (hat was
fine with us.”

The win keeps Harrison unbeaten at
11-0. The Hawks are 9-0 in the Western
Lakes. Farmington drops to 4-5 in the
conference, 6-6 on the season.

NORTHVILLE 60, N. FARMING.
TON 52: After a long absence, North-
vllle returned to its remodeled gym tri-
umphant. .

Northville's aggressive zone defense
stifled North Farmingten's perimeter
game. Leading scorer Rlck Anderson
was checked on fust clght polnts — the
first time In nearly two years he hasn't
seored in double flgures, :

Paul Wahrman poured in 22 and
Rick Karcher added 12 for North,

Northvllle (7-2 it the Western Lakes,
8-3) put four players [n double flgures,
Don Norton scored 19, Mlke Hi)inger
12, Matt Hinds 1% and Kirk Morrison
10 M

Northville assumed command of the”
game with a 17-7 outburst in the second’ -
quarter, e

The Ralders are now 3-6 in the coi
ference, 5-6 on the season.

" MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY’S
MBA PROGRAM FOR EXPERIENCED EXECUTIVES

STILL, for a person who's won three
champlonshlps, it would

The overslzed racquet could make a
big racket in the future of racquetball

At Jeast that Is the opinion of some
the area’s top players who use one. The
oversized version has Jjust begun to
make its way Into the market.

Rlght now, just a few players are us-

g them.

Two Inches longer in length and a
wider head are the maln features of the
overslzed racquet, heralded as making
the game casler to play by manufactur-
ers and players allke.

And as in tennis, they also predict
the larger racquet will become a fix-
ture In the sport.

Only ene concern has cropped up —
that a larger racquel means a heavier
racquet.

BUT MIKE YELLEN, threetime
champlon of men's professional rac.

seem that Yellen would rather fight
than switeh and stlck to his smaller

was pretty involved with testing ft,”
Yellen said. "I was ready for a change.
A couple of sales people suggested that
‘why should I switch. . . 7" see some
beneflts In it to improve my game.”
Tle move hasn't hindered Yelten in
his quest for a fourth consecutive title,
Curvently, he's battling with two play-
ers on the pro cireult for first place on
the Racquetball Manufacturer's,
ciation Men's Pro Racquetball Tour,

OTHERS WHO usc an oversized rac-
quet on a regular basls glve it rave re-
views, -

Fred Lewerenz from Farmlngton
Hills sald he was the first to use the

quetball and for
racquet maker Ektelon, said added slze
doesn't mean added welght,

Yellen, who's from Southfield, sald
the standard racquet welghs 245
grams. The oversized graphite model
Yellen uses, the Ektelon Toron, weighs
the same, .

“A couple of the complaints people
have made is that since it's an over.
sized racquet, it welghs more,” he sald,
Yellen switched to the larger model
during the summer. “Slze is not an indi.
catlon of welght.”

Because the racquet Is two Inches

racquel in Ml and In
some out-of-state competition. “In the
U.S. National reglonals in 1984, I was
the only one using it,” Lewerenz said.

Lewerenz, who is an original induc-
tee in the Michlgan Racquetball Hall of
Fame, has won nine Michigan state ti-
tles and five U.S reglonal champion-
ships. Ho sces the overslzed racquet be-
<coming popular.

“It's just llke the oversized racquet
in tennis, It takes some time to adjust.
There's not a tennis pro today who's not
using at least a medium-size racquet.”

Johnny Linden of Franklin is matter-
of-fact In his of the racquet.

- Jonger, players are able to t

more power In thelr shots, And with the
wider-head, difffeult shots dre sald to
be easler to reach, "

“I know people are saylng, ‘It's not
the racquet playing the tournament,’ "
Yellen sald, “But the oversized racquet
rl!e'rs the benefits to help mo play bet-

er” -

“I love it," Lindea sald. Linden plays
with an oversized racquet at the One-
on-One Athletic Club in West Bloom.
fleld. “What it does for my swing Is

slow it down and gives me more con-
trol. I'm less errallc with it . I
t

“The MSU Advanced
Management Program

¥ has helped 131 Chrysler
- managers contribute to the

success of our corporation.”
JOHN D. WITHROW, JR., Executive Vice President,
o Product Develo} Chysler C on .

“1n these days of intensified competltion, there is a
uca ! " basic busl

growing need for formal

o your company’s success. The A in State |

and

and to y

leaders

can thla MBA

. Management Program Is one of. the best ways ) know to galn thls Important
educatlon. : c
“I graduated from the Advanced Management Program in 1871, The
professors, all from the facully in East Lansing, halped me understand my
on-the-job problems and taught me management techniques | use dally, We
think so much of this program at Chrysler, that we have sont 131 of our top
I it slnce 19647

two yoars whilo continulng their full-time Jobs. Classos afe taught two
evenings a wook at MSU's Management Education Conter In<Troy,

Michigan,

Applications for admission to tho class atarting In September 1386
are boing should call Arthur
Saltzman at (313) 878-2725 or contact the program office at:

Ad d M. P,

& o
Michigan State University

404 Eppley Center

East Lansing, Ml 48824
353-4560

(517)
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