Blanchard ducks issues — Engler
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Property tax relief is GOP issue for 86

Senate Majority Leader John Engler, R-Mt,
Pleasant, is making property tax rellef an ls-
fu? ;vlth Democratic Gov, James J. Blanchard

n

The plan has been introduced by Finance
Chairman Norm Shinkle, R-Monroe County.
Key elements:

® Republicans would drop their demand to

will drop his apposition to cutting it to 4.6 per-
cent before March 31, Proposed compromise
date: g«i ;

® Eliminate school operating property
taxes for persons 65 and older on homes up to
$65,000 In value, Cost to state: $325 mllllon.

® Add $10 mllllon in property tax rellef for .
the “working

lief to husiness by rebating up to $1,200 where
a flrm's property tax liabllity exceeds 2 per-
cent of profits. Engler estimated the average
rebate would be $1,000 and that 40,000 small
firms would be eligible.

Blanchard In mid 1085 offered his own plan
for general property mx rellet, but tled it to
several tax .
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