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Energy firm closes, workers left in cold

By Maslo Chostnoy
stal writer

A mecting In Atlanta today will
determine whether nine employees of a
just-closed solar energy company in
Liventa wiil get pald for the last week
they worked for the flrm.

The company — Home Energy Co.,
14800 Farmington — also is facing
court action Initated by Danle] Potter,
a Farminglon public salety offlcer.

Potter clalms the flrm never applied
for a city permit to §nstall $6,000 worth
of salar panels to his home. Potter sald
the permit is essential in order to apply
for n 1985 federal tax eredit for Install.
ing the panels. The permit costs about
$215, he sald.

The ninc employces, resldents of
Redford Townshlp, Westland and Livo-
nla, have all flled complainis with the
hourly wage dlvision of the Depart.

ment of Labor, saying they were not
pald for the last week they worked for
the company, said Redford Township
resident Luey Essa,

ESSA WAS one of ninc persons em-
ployed by Home Energy Co., a dlvislon
of Creative Constructlon Co, in Orchard
Lake, swhen it closed its doors In Livo-
nia on Jan. 20.

*“Two hours before golng to work I
got a call,” Essa said, “They told me

the company had folded. They owe me
$225 for salary and commissions. The
workers have been calling cver since.
They said they'd let us know when we
would get paid. Since then, we've been
getting the run-around.”

The company’s normal payday, Jan.
23, came and went withoul paychecks
golng out to cmployces, sald Chester
Mays, who was employed as an assist-
ant manager of the phonc room when

Hills begins road safety program

By Joonno Mallszowaki
sta¥l wrltor

projects as possible, clly officlals
plnced a limlt of $30,000 on projects to

1t's called a safety program. And
Farmingion Hills ofiiclals are hoplag it
wlll be successful in keeplng abreast
with the need for safety improvements
on local roads.

With the help of the traffle safety di-
viston of the Farmington Hllls Police
Department, other clty departments,
and complaints and conceens from res-
idents, traffic engincer Kevin McCar-
thy has complied a list of 41 road proj-
ects proposed for the 1985-86 safety
inprovement program.

In order to complete as many of the

on the agendé

Farmington City Cauncit
Councll Chambers
23600 Liberty, Farmington
8 p.m., Monday, Feb, 3

A public_hearing on the proposcd
Downtown Devclopmunl Authorlty for

cliglhte for the safety
prugram The projects that exceed this
amount would most tikely be consld-
ered as independent projects at budget
time In the spring. Some of the projects
are also located on county roads. Clty
offlcials plan to identify the projects
and forward them to the Oakland Coun-
ty Road Commisslon.

‘The city presently has approximate-
1y $75,000 [n Its Act 51 (gas and welght
tax) fund that Is expected to be usced for
the road safety program, sald Thomas
Blasell, director of public scrvices.

Because clty ofticials are also plan-
ning a censtruction pregram for im-
provements along major roads — 13
and 14 Mile and Drake — that could
Inelude additlonal money, the plan is to
Include this safety program under a
major financtal package for road Im-
provements that will be presented to
the clty councl] later thls winter, Bl-
asell sald,

How many of the more than 40 pro.
posed projects will be completed in llm
comlng year will

Biasell said.

To determine In what erder the proj-
ccts should be completed, a rating sys-
tem was developed, The system
focused on (wo major ltems - acci-
dents and accldent history, and the po-
tential a proposed improvement would
have for preventlng future accidents,

Listed proJects that are expected to
cost $30,000 or less Include, extending
a passing lane on Oak Point at 13 Mile;
extending a lane drop on Greening at
13 Mile; Improving sight clearance and
Installlng time signal on Nine Mile at
Halsted; paving the gap on 11 Mile, Kil-

cigh to Beeeh; adding a passing lane
on 13 Mile at Chesterbrook; Improving
sight clearance and signs on 14 Mlle at
Inkster; installing advance warning
lights on 11 Milc at Halsted; installa-
tion of flashing signal at 14 Mille and
Drake; adding passing lane on Nine
Mile at Treadwell; installing advanee
warning lights on Drake curves; paving
approaches on Raphacl at 10 Mile and
Farmington at Raphae); installation of
traffle slgnal on Eight Mite at GIII;
gnvlng approach on Glen Orchard at

la
whea city officlals have developed a llv

of actlve
warning lights at Witllam Grace Ele-

nancing plan for road Imp 3

mentary; standing water on

Farmington Is first on the
agenda, followed by a presentation on
downtown by city planner Christopher
Wezany. An ordinance may be Intro-
duced authorlzing adopilon of the DDA.

Alsa considered by the council will
be reports from City Manager Robert
Dez Jman regarding a p lan

dishware
itk to cov
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- cracked uren, Boil for forty-
five minutes, Ceack seals and dish looks like
new, Your teleplone will iing when you run
un (iserver & Eceentyle Chinsified Ad.

Bunker Hill at 12 Mile; Instailatlon of
fashing signal on 14 Mite at Halsted;
Installation of trafflc signal lighting on
Ninc Mile at Drake; addition of passing
fanes on Hystone at Inkster and 14 Mile
at Briarerest; installing guardrai] on 10
Mile, west of Inkster, and the Howard
Road curve; installatlon of slgnals at
North Farmington High School, on
Hills Tech at Halsted, and 11 Mile at
Powers; elimination of standing water
on Nine Mile at Freedom; signs and
lighting on Power at Cadlllac; a cut-
through traffic Pearl and Elsht Mile/
Grand River;

the company closed Its doors. .

“Checks started bouncing around
Christmas,” Mays said, “They owe me
$237. Altogether, there's about $2,000
owed the nine employees,”

JAMES STRIPLIN, senlor vice pres-
Ident of Creative Construction, said the
Canadian owner of the company would
declde at its Atlanta offices today
“what to do with the comp:my and
when Lo pay its ex-cmploy

“Checks will go out lhiﬂ week or the
week after,” he sald.

Public Act 390 mandates that firms
that go out of busiess pay wages to em-
ployces on thelr next normal pay day,
sald Larry Mynhier of the Detroit labor
department’s hourly wage dlvision,

“Beyond that, it’s a vlolatlon of the
act,” Myohler said, *If they don't pay,
we'll refer it to the state legal staff,
But if they're out of business, there's
often difficully in collecting.”

STRIPLIN blamed the closing of
Home Energy Co, on recently enacted
leglslation which did away with federal
solar energy tax credits at the end of
1985,

“That crunched us,” Striplln said,

We thought it was guing loslay Inbut
it out. It

on Frecdom at Orchard Lakc and
Grand River; paving approach on Are
gonne at Farmington.

Projects estimated to cost more than

$30,000 include: addition of passing .

lane on 13 Mlle at Fox Grove and 14
Mile and Heather Heath; addltion of
southbound right-turn lanc on 13 Mlle
at Inkster; guardrail at Freedom/
Drake to Halsted; improving the align-
ment on Shiawassee at Nine Mile; Im-
provements on 14 Mille curve; extend-
ing the lane drop on Greenlng at 13
Mile; and improvements on Edythe-
Mirton at 13 Mile.
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transfer of an Arbor Drug liquor 1l-
cense, and purchase of radar devices
for the Department of Public Safety.

Scheduled for adoption is o massage
business ordinance, a sister ordinance
to others adopted at the last councll
meeting,
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Make it a "Living” Valentine
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A beautiful decorative
plant will be o lasting
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chopped
knocked the Industry on its tail end and
stopped us flat.”

Strlplin sald Home Encrgy Co. might
opt for involuntary bankruptey under
Chapter 7.

Micanwhlle, Poiter of Farmington
has threatened to take Home Energy to
47th Distrlet Court to get the company
to apply and pay for a permlt to put In
tho pancts, which he sald were Installed
at the end of Novem/

“I've heard afl klnds of storles from

them,” Potter sald. “They said they
would pull the permit right away, Now
I Just got a call from someone in thelr
Atlanta offlce saylng they can't afford
the $215,*

Striplin said the Atlanta operations
were “dolng well™ in the sale of solar
panels beeause of the higher cost of en-
ergy in the south.

POTTER critlzed the company for
stressing the tax credit In its sales
pitch and then failing to get the neces-
sary permit, which serves as proof that
the panels were installed.

Thomas Centofantl, owner of Livo-
nla-based Sun Hawk Solar Heatlng Co;,
agreed the solar Industry was rmllng
from the Joss of the federat tax credit.»:

*“A lot of businesses opened up in the
last slx-clght months Lo take advantage
of the eredlts,” he sald, *They oversold
solar, becavse the eredit Is a heck of a
deal, But any business which can't pay
its employees shouldn't be in business.
They should have the financlal abitlty
to pay thelr hclp whether the. credits
are there or not.”

ESSA said operations at the Farm-
Ingten Road efiices were two-fold: tele-
phone sales and solar seminars.

Uslng a Bressler’s dircetory, Essa
sald, employees manning a bank of
phones called homeowners, asking
them to attend {ree energy seminars at
the Farmington Road office,

The homcowncrs, she -said, were
promised a $20 certiticate from & gro-
cery siore if they came to the seminar
and mel certain fnancial condltions.

the
were shown ways to lower their gas
bllls. They were also given demonstra-
tlons of solar panels, she sald.
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Abraham Slaim, D.O.
37672 Professlonal Center Drive
Located Near 6 Mllc & Newburgh
LIVONIJA + 464-8222
Offlce Hours by Appointment

Announcing the Opening of
LAUREL PARK MEDICAL CLINIC

FAMILY MEDICINE AND PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE
« Physical Exam ¢ Pap Smears » Immunizations
« EKG » Pulmonary Function Testing » X-Rays
« Laboratory Testing

the Practice of

John Slaim, D.O.
t
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reminder of your
offection,
Come fo SKANDIA ond
s@e our beautiful selec.
tion ond display of pet-
petual valeniines,
Valentine Day Thought:
“love cutes people—both
those who give and
receive’

Dr. Kort Mernminger

FUNERAL HOMES

425-9200 422-6720
Gardon City: 31551 Ford Rd.
Livonin: 15451 Farmingion Rd.
Dotrod East: 15251 Harpor Ava.
Datroit Conteal: 4251 Cass Ava.

Poaco of Mind through
pro-arrangement
Pro-planning can groatly
reduce stross for farmily
members. All important
docisons can bo oavly
P mada in advance

fogathar. And tho cost of
1ho funeral can be fxed at
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Division of Noncredit

Thomas F. Rost
Proaidont

1oday's prices Programs

FEATURING The cnmpulur Loarnl g Canter Is
_____________________ E art of o Stato Univorsity's
glvmun of Noncmdl( Programs

f * IBM Personal Computers
* One student per computer
* All course materials :

Call us, malt of bring in this coupan.
Ploaso Jot mo havo more details on
pre-arrangemant

whlich offers general educationsl
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Hama,
Addioss 18340 Middlebalt [N, of Six Mile), Livonia * Exparlenced instructors — lima required for ‘ﬁi“’."""‘x’&
| A77-6868 VwMEsseimoe s Lebessitants Coirmats et oo
. . tus.
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e — REGISTRATION
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INFORMATION

8Y TELEPHONE: Willi MastorCord
or Viss Call 577-4605

BY MAIL: Maka chock poyable to:
Wayna Siato Unlvorsity, 6001 Cass,
Reom 214, Dotroli, M) 48202

Call 577-4665

12 Hour Noncredit Computer Coursas...S 165

FOUR-WEEK TERMS BEGINNING FEBRUARY 10
o Inlroducilon lo LOTUS 1-2-3 and

prlml a
+ Lotus Dota Baso: croating, sorling and
poriin

Children’s Dentistry
Doesn’t Have -
To Be Expensive

| knew my children should have specialized care, but *
1 didn’t think we could afford it. At the Children’s
Dental Center, expert specialists treated my

* childeen . . . and the prices were truly affordable.”

Introduction to Personal Computing

«terminclogy and oporatlons
«Introduction ta Lotus 1-2-3, Wordstar, and

dBaso
*boginnlng BASIC programming

. cmn(lnﬂ n.nd prlmlnq grapha
} 123 Mon. e
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1-4p.m. 2110313
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*entering, retrieving, and sorting data

AllDentatinsurance *Medicald sMIDA P.P.O, * croating simplo programa for usar-Irondly

All third party inid ~nmllng roparts from your datn base
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