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By Brad Emons
stafl wellor

Ralph Owen ~ the man who creat.
ed the three-ball, two-strike rule in
high school baseball — is retlring as
athletlc director of Redford Bishop
i!;argcss High School, effective June

The 63-year-old Owen Enformed
Borgess principal Dr, Donald Bradley
of his cecislon last week.

“Thirty-nine years Is 2 long time,
end I decided it's about time,” said
Owen, who has spent the past 14
ycars at Bargess. *I was losing my en-
thuslasm, but I guess that comes with

age.

“I thought about coming back one
more year and go for 40 ycars be.
cause that sounded good. But now the
Jjob has beceme work for me, and for
Bishop Borgess' sake, I thought a
change is needed. They need a
younger man.”

Owen's retirement leaves two key
positlons open at Borgess. Bradley is
also scarching for a head (football
voach. Gary Cook, the Spartans' men-
tor for the past scven years, resigned
in December,

*WE WANT to get the best quality
man thal comes across the door in
both respects,” Bradley sald, “It may
put us back in hlrlng a coach. Both
positluns are an intregal and import-
ant part of the school.”

Rradley also safd there Is o possi-
biitty that the next athletlc director
may also be the head football coach.

Owen started hls athletic career in
his native French Lick, Ind.

*I got interested In the fourth grade
when our fourth-grade basketball
team was playlng the flfth-graders,”
Owen recalls. “Although we lost the
gome 4-2, somebody came up to me
and sald, ‘Good game, Ralph.’ I was
hooked from that palnt on.”

Owen went from French Lick to In-
diana Central College where he
played on a basketball team in 1840-
41 that won 39 siraight game and was
ranked ninth In the natlon,

Hls college career was interrupted
by a three-year stint in the Navy be
fore coming back to Indlana Centra)
In 1948 where he coptained the bas-
ketball squad.

OWEN RETURNED (o French
Lick, the town that Boston Celtic
great Larry Blrd made {amous,
where he coached for seven years.

In 1953-54, he came to Detroit to
teach and coach at Unlversity of De-
trolt High School.

“If T had known Larry Blrd was
coming through, T would have stayed
in French Lick,” Owen eracked.

In 1960, Owen became assistant di-

Owen leaves job
after 39 years

Ralph Owen
39-year career

rector of the Catholic League and
then succeeded Sam Madden as
league director, a poslifon he held
from 1961-68,

Durlng hls stint as Cathollc League
director, Owen camc up with the ldea
of the three-two rule — (wo strikes
and the batter Is out, three balls and
he walks.

*1 tried to get them to use It In
1965, but the Cathalle League coaches
turned it down,” Owen sald. “In 1966
we tried U for one year and it
worked.”

The three-two rule not only speeded
up games, but also enabled schools to
schedule more double-headers and
play on fewer dates,

FROM 1968-72, Owen scrved as
Michigan Amateur Athletle Unlon'’s'
{AAU) exccutlve director, but his love
for kids brought him back to Borgess
In 1972, where he became athletic di-
rector for the largest Catholic high

» school In the state.

“From the very beglnnring Ralph al-
ways had the best interest of the stu-
dent,” Bradley sald. *I flrst knew him
when I was a junior at U-D High back
In 1954,

“Ralph always had the Intense de-
sire to be with and help kids. He just
loves sports.”

Owen coached several sports dug-
ing his carcer. He also served on vari-
aus committees for the Michigan
High School Athletic Association and
was a member of the representative
councll.

“I feel fortunate hecause I did
something that's been so much fup all
my life,” Owen said. “I've been able to
ralse five kids by dolng this.

“THERE HAVE BEEN so many
people good to me. We've had to get
fields, and there have been 50 many
fine athletle directors I've made
friends with.

Owen, who llves In Westland, sald

he has no specific retirement plans.

Academic woes haunt S’craft

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

Another wave of academic woes leveled School-
craft College’s men's basketball team, costing the
already-shorthanded Ocelois a shot at an upset

at Henry Ford Ci College.

SC lost 60-59 as HFCC hit three free throws in the
waning seconds to build a threc-polnt lead, then
hung on. The Ocelots, who dipped to 13-10 overall
and 1-7 In the Eastern Conference, played HFCC
evenly throughout the game, never tralllng by more
than three palnts.

But SC falled to score on three consecutlve pos-
scaslons in the final minute, with Dave Carravallah,

n Edwards and Harold Martln missing shots that
allowed HFCC {17-4 overall, §-3 In the Eastern Con-
ference) to escape.

‘Two hours before the openlng tip, SC athletic dl-
rector Marv Gans suspended three players for fail-
ing to file thelr academle plans with the Learning
Assistuncc Center. The plans were required by Jan.

SUSPENDED WERE starting guard Desmond
Stecle and reserves Zollle Siephens and Jeff Vak-

Schoolcraft
sporls

ratsls. They wlll be reinstated, according to Ocelot
coach Rocky Watkins, when they have fulillled
thelr academlc requirements.
‘The Ocelots could have used their help agalnst
HFCC. Wlth three starters and a top substltute Jost
ause of poor grades carller this month, they

were already lacking depth. Then starters Derrick |

Kearney and Ron Leach were hit by allments.
Kearney had the flu and Leach underwent minor
car surgery.

Both playcd against HFCC, but neither was 100
percent. Kearney was held to eighl polnts, although
he also had five rcbounds, four assists and four
steals, Leach got nine pofnts, hittlng four of five
from the fleld.

“It's llke a pox has fallen on this team,” sald Wat.
klns. “But I will say onc thing = these guys are not
quitters. They saw all these things happening to

them and they still came out and played hard.”

A SHORT tatk dellvered lo the Ocelots by SC
dean of fnstruction Louis Reibling prlor to the
HFCC game may have had much lo do with the
inspired play, Watklns felt.

*He's serious. He means business,” said Watkins
of Relbilng. 1 think that )it a fire under them.”

SC led at the half, 30-29. The Ocelots had the
biggest lead of the game, pulling in front by six
midway through the openlng half, but HFCC quick:
Iy cavght up and the lead was never greater than
three the rest of the way.

Edwards excelled for SC, bagging 18 points, 1|.
rebounds, flve blocked shots, two asslsts and a

steal, But he was the only Occlnt to reach doubln_

flgures In scoring.

Carl Strong paced HFCC with 20 polnts, Mustafa
Hamld had 16 polnts and 10 rebounds.

On Jan, 25, SC connected for three more baskets
than Delta CC and stlll dost by 20. DCC pasted the
visillng Ocelots 9676 with some deadly shooting
trom the frec throw line,

DCC hit 39 of 42 foul shats. SC was 13 of 20 from
the stripe. Kearney put together a rare triple-dou.
ble, with 25 po)nls, 13 rebounds and 11 assists,

Lady Ocelots stay unbeaten in league

Schoolcraft College's women's basketball team
continues to make the most of the tools it posscsses:
qulckness, depth, speed and sharp perlmeter shoot-

ing.

Which is why the Lady Ocelots continue to win,
Their latest victim was Henry Ford Communlty
College, which SC dlsposed of quickly and efficlent-
ly Wednesday by a final score of 98-65.

Visiting HFCC never had much of a chanee, fail-
ing behind 18-4 before the game was {lve minutes
old. The Lady Ocelots built a 20-point bulge and
never altowed HFCC to Intrude upon it, leading 55-
31 at the half.

Four SC players reached double figures in scor-

Ing and six scored elght or more points. Kim Chan-
dler's 24 polnis and 12 rebounds topped the list.
Almee Frye scored a caraer-high 20 points, includ.
ing 14 In the first half. Lorl Abbas had 13, Tracey
Ladouceur 10 {and seven tcbounds), Sherl Walfe
nine and Sue Lubhbe eight.

Kelly Bemlss, a Plymouth Salem grad, paced
HFCC wlth 20 potnis. Debbie Dleringer had 17.

AT DELTA CC Jan. 25, SC dldn’t have quite as
easy a road to travel, but the was the

polnts was best for SC, with Ladouceur adding 20
and Colleen McKay 14, Lubbe and Ladouceur each
nabbed 11 rebounds.

Klm Klein poured in 28 for DCC, with Connle
White pltching in 19,

The twa wins kept SC unbeaten in Eastern Con.
ference play (7-0) and boosted Iis overall record to
16-4. SC’s fina) home game of the season s agalnst
Highland Park at 6 p.m. Wednesday. The squad
plays its final four conference games on the road.

same: a 79-66 victory.
The Lady Ocelots ied 43-37 at the half and led by
at least clght after the intermission. Lubbe's 23

Bench propels OU victory

game smack

in lhc mlddlc of a tough Icngue season can leave a

coach wonderlng why he wanted to play it in the
{lrst place.

It can be hard cnough to get & team mentally

ready for a 16-game conference slate: Imaglnc

with 9:30 remaining. That’s when Johnson ignited
the Ploneers, pumping in 10 points in a 24-11 run
over the next flve minutes to put QU on top 7254
with less than flve minutes teft.

Johnson finlshed with 16 points and 10 asslsts,
But he wasn't the only contrlbutor off the bench.
Fellow [reshman Dave Hintz had his best game yet,

lrying to do the same for a g

Al least Qakland Unlversily’s mens basketbatl
coach Greg Kampe dldn’t have as much of a prob-
1lem in mentally preparing his players to meet Indle
ana Instiiute of Technology Thursday - but only
because OU didn’t have that many players to pre-

are. .

With starting forward Chrls Howze and reserve
goards Craig Tontl and Gary Plourde all battling
the flu, the Ploneers traveled to T wlith just nine
able bodles. But a winnlng team nceds a strong
bench, and OU proved it had one by wearlng down
1T 86-67.

KAMPE IIAD lo jugglc his lincup to fill Howze's
small forward spot. moved off guard Reb
Skinner Into that poslllon. put point guard Scott
Blitinger at off guard and inserted freshman John-
ny Johnson at the point,

The moves worked well. QU Ied 41-36 at the half
and still clung lo that Hive-polnt advantage (48.43)

18 points on cight-of-10 floor shoatlng
and nine rebounds,

Bittinger paced the OU attack with a carcer-high
22 polnts and flve asslsts. Pete Schihl, ancther new
addition to the starting lincup, had cight points and
cight rebounds,

Scott Etzler lcd 1IT with 19 polnts, with Dave
Crites adding 14.

The win boosledOU 10131-9. ITT is 6-14.

OU'S WOMEN beat Aqulnas College back in No-
vember with relative ease. But last Wednesday, it
was apparent the opposite directions these two
teams are travellng as Aquinas posted a 67-55 tri-

umph.
The Rockets {11-5 overall) had a 31-26 lead at the
half and scored the first two baskets after the Inter-
mission to up thelr advantage to nlne. OU never
recovered.
The oss evened QU's record at 10-10.
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YOU TRAIN THEM.
WE'LLHELP PAY FORTT.
Now there's a program
that shares training costs
when a business hires
and trains the jobless, It
is called The Job Training
Partnership Act.

This program establishes a
partnership between business
and government. It provides up
10 50% of on-the-job training
costs. And you may qualify for tax
credits of up to 50% of the first,
year’s salary.

The program is administered
by local Private Industry Councils

" ~organizations made up in the

majority by local business lead- -
ers who tailor it to meet specific
local needs.

Put the Job Training Partner-
ship Act to work now. Write:

National Alliance
of Business

RO. Box 7207

?fé

Washington, D.C. 20044,
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