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Time called from a heavy schedule for anniversary pat on the back

By Japnne Whiltakor
stalf writer

JO ROBERTS OF West Bloomfleld

is looking forward to a day In

May when there will be time for

a well-descrved vacatlon with
her jazz aficienado husband, nightiime
disc jockey Jay Roberis.

One of 16 metropolitan Detroit
League of Women Voters presidents,
Roberts is nevertheless thinking be-
wvond the brief hintus she plans for her-
sclf after a three-ycar stint as presi-
dent of the Detroft Metropolitan Area
Chapter of the League.

Roberts said that she was once told
that joinlng the League would be an ed-
ucation. It is more like a way of life,
sald the activist, whose career with the
League began years age when her
daughter, Cynthia, was safely enrolled
in kindergarten, and she Joined the
West Bloomfield League.

That chapter ultimaicly joined with
the Farmington League o become the
West Bloomtield-Farmington Chapter,
where Roberts still retalns her mem-
bership.

Cynthia, now a young woman, will be
the focus of her next project with the
State League, which is undertaklng a
fong-range plan to address the League
in the year 2000.

“The planning group is about young
people like Cynthia,” Roberts sald. To
attract young women, the League and
other valunteer-run organizatlons are
going 1o have to provide the types of
Jobs and challenges they will find rele-
vant.

1t won't be enough, Roberts sald, to
offer them mimeograph-machine jobs.
From now on, It will be computers to
be in touch with all the facets of the
farflung organizatlon.

ACCORDING TO Roberts, communl-
catlon has always been the Leaguc's
biggest problem. She sald that most
Americans Identlfy the League of
Women Voters with pre-election presi-

League of Women Voters

dential dcbates — “We use the term
candidates’ meeting.”

Not many are famlliar with the varl-
ety of the League's other activities and
the diversity of its membershlp, which
includes men as well as women over
age 18. The League Is a national net-
work of 1,245 local Leagues, which op.
erate on a grass roots, non-partisan ba-
sis to shape public polley.

There are 16 League grouplngs with-
in the Metro Arca, she said.

“Each League has its own bulletin.
Each one ls an independent group.” The
organlzational structure parallels that
of the national government, with local,
metro, state and natlonal grouplngs.

Quite simply, she sald, the grass
rools membershlp establishes League
posltions, The metro, state and nationat
Leagues implement those positlons.

ONE OF THE Metro League's most
recent and visible actlvities has been
its with the reor
of SEMTA.

~We spend a lot of our time monitor-
ing, testifylng and lobbying for things
on which we have taken a position.”

The League poslilon on transporta-
tion is that all communitles and gov-
ernmental units must be involved, with
no one opting out of the plan; that there
must be mobllity throughout the entire
metropalitan area; and that the plan
must help the populatlon te get te jobs,

It also states the League's concern
over transportation service being han-
dled by private business.

The positlon includes a statement of
concern, Roberts said, becavse the
League belleves that private carrlers
would tend to go where the routes are
most profitable, lcaving those less
prafltable — and the very people who
nced transportation the most ~— with.
out adequate service,

Another League concern Is voter reg-
istratlon.

“We are very Interested In voter re-
form,” she sald, adding that there are
areas of the community where the

Table Manners ,

Paula Myers and Bob Smitham appoar in the Farmington Players
production of Al n's “Table Manncra.”
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The Farmington Community Center
has named Janet Minchart as its Volun.
teer of the Month.

She has served the center actively

Volunteer honord

for the past Lwo years. Among her ac- -

complishments are chalring Origlnals,
Ltd,, the fine arts boutlque in the cen-
ter, .and chalring the Fall Arts and
Cralts Show,

She helped make the center’s Friend-
ship Quilt and has made numerous
craft ltems for the Santa Luncheon,

Minchart is also a member of the
Farmington Community Center’s
Women's Club and has beca recording

secretary for the center's volunteer |8
board. :

She and her husband, Kenneth, and
three children have reslded In Farme
ington Hills for 12 years, Her hobbles
{nclude quilting and needlework, gar-
denlng and reading, She has studled

Janet Minehart

buslness at Qokland Comrﬁunlly'cal-
lege.

League [s allowed to conduct voter rog-
Istration.

“We beicve that it should be casfer to
register.”

ROBERTS SAID public conlusion
also results from the League's two dis-
tinct roles. Its non-partisan role in-
cludes sponsorship of such activities as
televised presidentlal and vice presf-
dentlal debates; simllar debates are
conducted at the local tevel,

*“We Ilke to be on TV when there Isa
varlety of candidates. It's much more
cffective than having a few hundred
people in a reom.”

The League’s partlsan role Includes
workIng hard to promote lIssues on
which the League has taken a position.

The League role, however, hever ex-
tends to sponsoring or opposing a can-
didate, she sald.

“Our definltion is that we do not sup-
port or oppose candldates ever. We
would walt unt{l a person is elected,
then we would try to Influence or edu-
cate him."

ROBERTS SAID the league is re-
spected because its members are se-
rlous about what they do, and because
they don’t waste anyone’s llme.

*We are very well prepared.”

That preparation can come n handy
at unexpected thmes.

She recalled a day when she returned
a phone cali to “Harry,” who turned out
to be Harry Command, dircctor of the
Amerlcan Indlan Health Service of the
Detroit metroarea, .

Command was calling to ask for help
in preparing a conference for Indlan
representatives from five states. Would
the League be able (o put on a work-
shop to teach the Indlans methods that
would enhance their position within the
leglslative process?

“We put on a legal workshop for
them,” she sald, League b in-

“None of [t was new or magleal in-
formation,” she sald. “It was slmply a
matter of remlnding them how things
work. We taught them that lobbying
isn't a bad word.” .

Roberts sald the diverse membership
can best be described as professional,
unpaid volunteers,

Some members are employed and
others are not. Some clect to affiliate
with a grass-roots group such as a tecal
League chapter, Others, like herself,
may elect to begin at the grass-roots
tevel then move on to one of the metro,
state or natlonal groups.

Detroit Meire Area Leaguc has cs-
tablished positions on such things as
water, the rlver basin, housing, govera-
ment and voler servlces.

The League also produces pamphlets
on & varicty of toples, Including one de-
voted to renters’ rights.

These pamphlets are available
through a League-run cltizen informa-
tion center, which also disseminates in-
formatlon on such things as the status
of legtslatlve bills, the names of agen-
cles that can help, the state constitu-
tlon and taws, voter informatlon, cam-
paign laws, clection dates and a gulde
to government of(lcials.

The League also makes information-
al tapes that appear on cable and tocal
televislon. .

With local elections past, state elee-
tlons a half year away and presidential
nlections two years hence, Roberts is
looklng forward to Feb. 14, Valentine's
Day, when the League of Women Vot.
ers of the Detroit Metropolitan Area
will host a 66th birthday luncheon for
the League of Women Voters at the
Novl Hilton Hotel.

“Jt will be a day to give oursclves a
pat on the back,” sald Roberts.

structed the Indlans In such things as
forming coalltions, letter-writing catm-
palgns and organizing suppert,

For about the League of
Women Voters of the Detrolt Metropol-
itan Arca or the luncheon, call 424
7099,

OARY CASKEY/stalt phatogragher”

Jo Aoberts, a member of the West Bloomfleld-Farmington League
of Woman Voters, winds up her stint as president of the League of
Women Voters Metro Detrolt Aren, In May, But beforo that hap-
pens, she'il be at the league's B8th birthday luncheon'when mem-
bers will gather to reflect on jobs well done.

Artist fields sophisticated questions

Artlst Dennls Orlowski sald he an-
swered “an extraordinary amount of
penetrating and  sophisticated ques-
tions” from Woodereek Elementary
students when he attended the dedica.
tlon of a mural he designed and painted

. In memory of Amit, Arll and Shashl
Gupta.

*There was some sobbing and some
choked up throats there, but I was
amazed at these kids' Insight,” said Or-

Legionaires observe Americanism Month

The American Leglon will observe
February as Americanism Menth, and
Leglonaires of Farmington are plan-
ning a number of events in observance.

“The month marks the Leglon's an-
nual observance of

lowskl, who teaches elementary school
children in Detroit.

Orlowskl chese scenes and charace
ters from Kipling's “Just So Storles”
for the mural In the school’s media cen-
ter to honor the three members of the
family who were killed in an Alr Indla
plane crash last June.

“They wanted to know why 1 chose
the subject, why I would palnt an anl-

G‘eserge Jurmu of Groves-Walker Post
846, .

“Americanism is 2 major program
of The Amerlcan Leglon,” Jurmu sald,
“It reaches beyond the fundamental

Week, (Feb. 2-8) and Four Chaplains

and clement of patriotic ex-
presslon — holiday obscrvances, flag

mal purple, and why I chose a tilted '

wall and how I prevented the paint
from running,” he sald. “I have painted
a lot of muruals for a lat of different
groups and never got questions like
that from any audlence.”

Orlowsk! has painted either murals
or frescos far Wayne State University,
the Detrolt City County Building, the
Detroit Historlcal Museum, and many
In San Carlos Area in Mexico City.

and channels a great amount of effort
and resources into cducation program
and cltizenshlp actlvities for the youth
of Farmington and Farmington Hills.”
Such endeavors include Boys State,
scouting, the Naticnal High School Ora-
torical Contest, spansorship of baseball

He was commissioned for the mural
in Woodcreek by Sudhlr Gupta, huse
band of Shasht Gupta, who was a billas
gual alde for Farmingten Publid
Schools, and father of Amit and Art;
both students at Woedereek. -

The Farmington Hills resldent lei‘g
the area Immedlately after the dedicas
:lodnl for an extended visit in his native

ndln, - N

capped and the State Trooper -Pro-
gram, In extending an invitation to all
eligible veterans in the area to become
Leglonnalres, Jurmu -sald “Member-
ship glves the veteran the opportunity
to be Involved in meeting the needs of
our community

Youth Chamber Orches-
tra, from Taiwan Normal
Universlty, in concert to
celebrate the Chinese
New Year.

‘The chamber orchestra
wlill perform at 8 p.m.—
Thursday, Feb. 13, n
Garden Clty High School,
6500 Middlebelt.

Advance tlckets, at $5,
$4 for senlors or $3 for
students are avallable for
persons in this area by
calling Dr. Lea Ho, 553--
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