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* The husband of a woman whose body
was found following a blaze that
caused about $200,000 in damage to a
Farmington Hills house Oct. 14 faces
murder charges In his wife's death,
‘ Arraigned Friday before Distrlct
dudge Margaret Schaeffer of Farming-
ton, James Arnold Edwards, 54, plead-
ed nat gullty to one count of flrst-de-
gree murder and one count of flrst-de-
Eree felony murder. Conyiction would
bring a penalty of up to life in prison,
. Schaelfer set bond at $50,000, 10 per-
fent of which Edwards posted to galn
release pending a preliminary exami-
natlon In 47th District Court. The exam
1s scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 5.
i The first count alleges premeditated
murder, the second that murder was
‘committed in the commission of anath-
or felony, in this case, arson, said Sgi.
Dennis Rochford of the Farmington
Htlis Police Depariment.
* The arrest warrant was recommend-
ed by the Oaklang County Prosccutor’s
Office and signed by Schacffer Friday.
Detective Darnel Krause and Gary
Brandemlhl arrested Edwards at 2
{un‘ He and his two daughters are stay.
ng In a house fn {he same subdiviston
where the flre was, Rochford said.

.+ ON JAN, 21, Qakland County Medi-
‘cal Examiner Dr. Bill Brooks changed
the cause of Marlene F. Edwards’
death {rom heart attack to undeter-
mined, followlng evidence that showed
the fire was mallciously set, Rochford
sald. She was 50,

! “We've ruled out all accldental caus-
bs. And we've determined the fire was
pvson,” said Farmington Hills Detec-
tive Darnel Krause Oct. 21,

7 “It was an extremely rapid fire,” he
‘added. “The entlre south end of the
house went up almost at the same

time,
* Firefighters found Mrs, Edwards'
body after extlnguishing a fire in the

mined the firc was mailciously set
based on such factors as:

® The firc’s intensity.

@ The fire's burn patierns. .

@ The extent of burns on Mrs. Ed-
wards' body.

TIHE FIRE is belleved to have start-
cd on the first floor, In the area of the
family room near the back of the

Noon-ti

Local potlce agencles received “nu-
merous calls” after a ground (remor
that affected all of Michigan Friday
just before noon.

The carthquake measured 5.0 on the
Rlchtcr scale and was centered about
30 mlles northeast of Cleveland.

A third-floor resident at Muirwood
Apartments In Farmington Hills was
awakened as her bed shook from the
quake, which occurred at 15:49 a.m.
“At {Irst, I thought It was a truck: then
1 reatized what it was," she said.

“THE WIIOLE house shook,” sald
one Southfield caller. "It was real
seary.”

*It was n strange feellng, like a vi-
brating sensation,” said Portia Green,
who works on the second floor in the
Redford Township clerk’s office,

"1 just happened (o be talking to a
fricnd who Is a secretary in the Tra-
velers Towers at 11 Mile and Ever-
green in Southfleld, and she experi-
cnced the same sensatlon at the same
time.”

Most restdents were curious or cone
cerned about the tremors. "They were
Juzt startled,” one dispaicher from
Farmington sald.

EPICENTER OF the quake was
some 30 miles northeast of Cleveland,

two-story, frame house on
Prive, near Eight Mlle and Halsted.

. Krause, In collaboration with investl-
gators from the Michigan State Police
Fire Marshal’s Division and the Farm-
ington Hills Flre Department, deter-

g to Russ a geophy-
sleist at the Natonal Earthquake Cen-
ter in Colorado. Necdham said the
quake measured 5.0 on the open-ended
Relehter scale and was reporied felt as
far away as Toronto.

an is cha

house. The back of the house Is where
M‘i‘(’il Edwards’ body was found, Krause
sald.

Pictures taken by a free-lance photo-
grapher durlng the flre showed that the
cement floor of the screened rear
porch appeared to be burning, signaling
an accelerant. The pictures showed
that Mames along the back of the house
were particularly Intense and white-

me tremor shakes community

The measurement scale was named
after Charles F. Rlchter, an American
seismologlst. On the Richter scale, an
Incrense of one represents a 60-fold In-
crease in energy.

The National Weather Service at
Metro Airport received cails {from “all
over southeastern Michigan,®a repre-
sentative said. ,

Dave Cook, a geophyslcist at Michl-
gan State University, said the area of
Ohlo where the carthquake occurred
has been active selsmologically since
the early 1700s,

“The earthquakes aren't big - at least
they haven't been yet,” sald Cook, whe
Is working on a doctorate at MSU.

“There haven't been many (carthe
quakes), but the area does have a histo-
ry. It really wasn't surprising but why
it d, we don't
probably it has something to do with
the St. Lawrence Scaway."”

WIILE THERE wasn't a whole lot-
ta shakin’ goin’ on Frlday, that may
have been due (o the way bulldings are

hot, also signaling an accclerant,
Krause sald.

Michigan State Police laberatory
analysls of firc samples disclosed that
the accelerant was slower burning than
gasoline, indlcating a substance llke
paint thinner, Mghter fluld or high
grade kerosene, Krause sald.

The fire staricd shortly before 6 p.m.
Oct. 14. When fiveflghters arrlved

care of what happened here.”

Architects can take design lessons
from ‘what may be the uitimate earth-
quake-proof structure - the tree, ac-
cording to Abernathy. .

Usuatly symmetrical in des(gn, the
tree “docsn't fall down when an carth-
quake hits. It just shakes,” he observed.
That symmetrical design allows the
tree 1o respond In any direction the
tremor may come from.

Other lessons from “what God creat-
cd In the tree” Include:

® A tree ls bottom heavy, keeping
the area of “greatest resistance” low.
‘Bulldings that are top heavy, however,
may provide reason for a “high degree
of concern,” Abernathy sald.

® Growth of limbs is In a “cuntmnu-
ous ductile frame.” That means it
doesn’t have brittle substances, like
mortar between bricks or structures
hetd together slmply by gravity and
some welds.

STUDENTS OF archliecture also
tearn, Abernathy said, to take Into con-
slderation the frequency with which
shake, What

constructed in the area,
according to a professor at the Law-
rence Instltute of Technology in South.
fleld.

and e
may seem like a tong tremor Is actual-
ly a series of wobbles, cach of which
may only last 0,2 of a second. Likewise,

James A a of ar-

which may appear te be solid,

P
chitecture and member of the Farm-
Ington School Board of Education, ¢x-
plained that bulldings are designed in
this area of the country to “mect the
threat of frost, snow and winds. Mea.
sures taken to withstand the threat of
wlinds are more than adequate to take

also have a frequency at which they re-
sonate or shake.

1U’s Jike the singer you sce on televi-
slon who breaks a glass by hitting a
high note, he explained. \When the fre-
quencles of the glass and velee — or
butlding and quake — match, they are
in harmony and will break If brittle,

rg?ed in death‘ofwif.e

about 6:15 p.m., heavy smoke was
pouring Irom the arches along the front
of the house. Flames were visible along
the rear lower level, said Lt. Peter
Baldwin of the Farmington Hills Fire
Department. He sald the fire was extin-
guished within 35 minutes.

Investlgators sald Mrs, Edwards ar-
rived home from her secretarlal job at
a Troy insurance company shortly be-

CONTRARY TO what may be popu-
lar belief, a masslve buitding s not the
place 10 be In an carthquake,

“The force that a structure feels Is
equal to the mass of a bullding times
the acceleration of the carthquake,”
Abernathy salds

A building that sums up those char-
acterlstics Is California’s Crystal Ca-
thedral, which he recently vislied and
rated as a reasonably safe structure,
despltc its extenslve use of glass.

Rising 10 storles high at points, Ab-
ernathy said, the structure Is symmetr-

He eyes Naval Academy

U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, D-Michigan, has
nominated Derek Cribley of Farming-
ton HIlls to the U.S. Naval Academy at
Annapolls, Md.

Cribley, son of Duanc Cribley of
Grand Ledge and Karyn Dzyacky of
Farmington Hills, attends North Farm-

iy
b
1

fore 5 p.m. ..

“Although Mr. Edwards told us he
left the house shortly before 5 p.m., we
have neighbors who said they saw him
feaving the subdlvision about 550
p.m.,” Rochford sald. . R

There was no evidence of forced en.
try to the howe. But there was uer
dence of the couple arguing just before
Edwards sald he Jeft the subdlvision,
Rochford sald.

feal, bullt of a cantinuous “splder wek;"
consiruction and light-weight in mass,

Back at home, Abernathy is wurklni_
on another religlous facllity, Ward
Church In Livonia, where he s coordl.
nating the cxpanslon project. Aber-
nathy sald he was driving there when ,
the Friday quake struck, .

“f didn’t feel this one at all,” he salql.

Staff members Susan Rosick,
Sandra Armbruster and Robert
Sklar contributed to this story.

at

Armed Services Committee, nomin
10 young people for the vacancy allol
ted to Levin for the class which w
cnter the academy in July 1986,

The flnal decislon on offers of ‘ap.
polntments will be made by the acide. .
my’s board of admlsslons. The 10 are

Ington High Schoo). He is ptaln of
the football team, runs track and plays
basketball. He is a member of the hon-
or soclety. His hobbies include
welghliftlng and motoreycling rlding
and racing.

Leven, a member of the Senate

Detroit library serves the deaf =

on basls. Ir's. ..
possible, however, for the academy to
appolnt more than one member of the
group of 10 nominees, N

Mere than 350 applicants state:
were considered for nominations.
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