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.+ More than a dozen years after the
fast troop wlithdrawal, Victnam can
still muster controversy.

‘A small contingent of students qulet-
ly demonstrated outside an audltorium
Wednesday on the Unlversity of Michl-
gan-Dearborn campus where former
rommander of troops in Vietnam, Gen,
Willlam Westmotetand, spoke about
the history of U.S. involvement In
southeast Asla.
© “Amerfca's troumatic experience
cauld be a blesslng in disguise,” West-
snorctand sajd. *Our timely commmit.
ment saved other Asian countries, It
gave. them a 10-year breather spell
from communlst aggresslon.”

Victnam veterans, students and
members of the communily heard
Westmoreland conclude that the unpop-
ular war was tost not on the battle-
“flelds, but in the U.S. political arcna.

WESTMORELAND WAS invited to
campus as part of a distinguished
speaker series. .

Westmoreland, who worked on 17
battle campaigns In three wars,
scemed particularly bitter about the
public image of Vietnam veterans, He
attacked some myths and attributed his
figures to nationnlly conducted - sut-
veys. '

“There Is no dliference In drug use
between veterans and non-veterans,”
he sajd. “Less than one half of 1 per-
cent (of all Vietnam vets) has been In
jail for commiltiing a crime, Eighty-six
pereent (of the U.S. soldlers) wko dled
In Vietnam were Caucasian. Ninety-

‘Our timely commmitment saved other
Asian countries. It gave them a 10-year

breather spell from
aggression.”.

communist

~-Gen. Willlam Westmoreland, Ret.

rible burden to carTy.

“FEW PEOPLE In the 19405 and
'508 would belleve men would be sent
to war and stage a welcome home in
honor of themsclves, This is what hap-
pened in Washington in 1982. We bulit a

to through privaic

seven percent recelved
charge. L

“The average age of the man who
fought in Vietnam was under 19,” West.
moreland sald. “The average nge of the
World War II fighter was 26. The young
soldler In Vietnam realized he didn't
have publlc support and that was a ter-

donatlons.”

Westmoreland spent 4% years of his
36 years of military service in Viet-
nam. In 1985 he was named Time mag-
azine's Man of the Year. More recently

ules” proflle scgment In which he was
featured. Westmoreland dropped a
slander/misrepresentation  lawsuit
against the network last year,

In a lutl that followed the retired

general's speech, Westmoreland |

quipped to the audlence; “Go ahead, ask
me anything. I guarantee you can't em-
barnss me.” The crowd responded with
a barrage of questlons.

In a brief political history, West-
morcland outlined the path of US. in-

d was in con-

in Vietnam.
“POST-WORLD War If the commu-
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Westmoreland still defending Vietnam War
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nists were trying to. overy
plece of real estate they could get thelr
hands on,” Westmoreland 2aid. “In
1947, President Truman. pledged sup-
port lo the free people of the world.”
Westmoreland squarely lays respon-
siblity for U.S, invalvement in Victnam
on President John F. Kennedy. Kenne-
dy belleved southeast Asia was the
cornerstone of the freo world, West-
moreland said. As president, Kennedy
increased the size of the Army, apon-
sored the Green Berets, and encour-
aged nuelear parity with the Soviets,
“Kennedy greatly increased our In-
volvement in Vietnam by sending mill
tary advisors and assenting to the over-
throw of the South Vletnamese presi-
dent,” Westmoretand suid. “Fhls moral-
1y locked us into Vietnam., There was
no one competent to run the country
after the death of the president.
*“Victnam had been dominated by the
Chinese for 1,000 years and the French
for 100 years. They didn’t know how to

* Amendment of 1974,

PRESIDENT JOHNSON inherited
the problem and increased the national
debt lo Increase ULS. Involvement
there, Westmoreland safd.

“The obscsslon with Vietnam was
emotlonn), not strategle,” he said. “The
war was allowed to drag on and on, In:
fluenced by daily lelevision reports.

land believes a I
iy workable solution was reached in the
1972 Paris Peace Accord, but that it -
was destroyed by the Case-Church

“Congress disallowed any funds be
apent in that part of the world,” Weste
moreland sald. “The amendment nixed
support for the South Vietnamese gov-
ernment. The U.S. had paralyzed itscif.

“The accord was broken in 1875, The
American military was not defeated In
South Vietnam. The troops had been
gone almost two years. The war was
lost by pollticlans {n Washington. We
defaulted.”

‘Gasoline costs
‘keep dropping
— AAA survey

. AAA of Michigan sald its bl-weekly gasoline price
aurvey showed the biggest drop in prices since AAA
began keeplng records on a bi-weekly basis in June
1984, ’

' The decline brings the average cost of self-serve
gasoline to the lowest level since April 1985,

AAA also said the state average annual cost of
self-serve, no-lead gasoline — the most popular fuel
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Service statlon officlals attribute the decreases to
the world ofl glut and strong compctitlon.

AAA surveys 100 stations in melropolitan Detrolt
to garmer prices.

The survey showed regular gasoline dropped 4.1
cents In two weeks to average $1.114 per gatlon,

- 32.8 cents below ihe full-serve price.

Sell-serve no-lead dropped 3.6 cents to average
$1.185 per gallon, 31.3 cents below fuil-serve. The
range was $1.079 (o0 $1.339,

At full-serve pumps, no-lcad decreased 8.9 cenf to
average $1.508 per gallon, Full-serve regular dipped
1.3 cents to an average $1.44 per gallon.

A check of 300 statlons along major Michigan
roads shows self-serve no-lead decrcased 3.3 cents
to average $1.212 per gallon, 18.5 cents below the
fuil-serve price.

Self-serve regular dropped 2.8 cents to average
$1.144 per gallon, 18.2 cents below full-serve.
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