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+ By Joanne Mallszewski
slatf writer

To go or not to go.
., It'sa notion that has crossed many a
_traveler’s mind recently In the wake of
“terrorist attacks — the hijacking of a
"TWA jet, selzure of the cruise liner
Achille Lavro and holiday season
Bombings at the Rome and Vicnna alr-

ports.

. Desplte the tragedles and ensulng

* apprehenslon, many Farmington-area
travel agents say business has not been
*dramatlcally atfected by world events.
‘Others say it's difflcult lo determine
the impact on tourism, particularly be-
causc it's the winter season and travel
abroad — Europe and the Middlc East
-+—is gencrally slower at this time of
- the year,

“I don't think people are glving up on
tourism,” sald Dearborn travel agent
Joe Hollissey, chalrman of the Ameri-
‘can Soclety of Travel Agents (ASTA).
“1 do believe people are adjusting thelr

- destinations for awhlle,"

. Carousel Travel in Farmington Hills

“hasn't experienced cancellations, al
though some customers have rerouted
trips in attempts to avold publicized
trouble spots, assistant manager Joan
Fries sald.

“\We'll probably know how much it Is
golng to affect us In March or Aprll
when people start booklng for summer
travel In Europe,” Fries sald, “This
time of year, most of the travel is to
the Caribbean and Mexico, not that
much to Europe.”

* WHEN INTERVIEWED, Frics said
‘§he was preparing to travel to England
and was not concerned about terror-

fam.
Gall Shapiro, manager at Hunter's
square Travel in Farmington Hills,
d Fries’

“Thls 8 not the heavy p

travel time,” Shapiro sald. “It's hard to
say (whether travel is affected) be-
_cause of the time of year.”
But other agencles, such as Trans
Global Travel at Farmington Rills,
Ahdve had some cancellations lo Europe
6d the Mlddle East. Booklngs lo Israc)
te down slightly, owner Ruth Katz
*= sold, "“People are going to other desti-
+* fintlons now,” she sald.

1t's dilficult, however, to determine
whether travel to the Arablc countries
Is down because the agency doesn't
generally book a lot of trips fn thal
area, Katz sald.

Travel Max In Farmington Hills has
customers lraveling to the Mlddle
East, sald owner Maxine Welnberg.
“Peaple are not cancellng,” she added.

ALTHOUGH HER agency has not

concern,

Maxine Weinberg,

had any cancellatlons, Kaye Britton of
Kaye Britton Travel Ltd. in Farming-
ton Hills sald she has had fewer book-

ngs.

Doug Lindsay of Lindsay Deuglas
Travel In Farmington, which books
trlps predominately to the British Isles,
said he is unsure how the travel Indus-
try will be affected by terrorism.

One thing is for sure — even tra-
velers going fo Great Britaln are begine
ning 1o wonder whether now Is a g
time. “It's really a kind of nervous
thing,” he sald.

But Farminglon Travel Scrvice in
Farmington |s still booking a lat of
trlps to Europo, as well as to the Carib-
bean and Mexico — hot trave) spots
during the winter season, manager
Doug Witcox sald.

“Actually, in general, no one has can-
celed thelr flights if they alrcady had
them. H {terrorism) could have
deterred some, though,” Wilcox sald.

While area (ravel agenis are experi-
encing travelers’ reactlon (o terrorism
tn differcnt ways — cancellations,
rerouting trips or fewcr booklngs —
most ogree that travelers' attitudes
have been affected by world events.

RANDY BORST/t
owner of Travel Max on 14 Mile in Farmington
Hills, says traveling abroad in light of recent torrotist oltacks “is
alt a matter of attitude.”

1t photographer

on travelers, “The media here hypes it
up,” Weinberg sald. Consequently, the
American reactlon to terrorist attacks
is qulte dlfferent than cxperlenced in
Europe, for example.

“Iv’s all a matier of attitude,” Weln-
burg vontinued. Attitudes are generally
of twa kinds. People will cither stay
home and venture out only when they
conslder it safe. Others wlil trave, de-
spite world problems, because they re-
allze “they can’t do anything about It,"
she said.

“[ would be the last person (o say

you are crazy. Peaple have to make up
thelr own mind,” Weinberg added.
“Just hopefully, things will calm
down.”
Since the recent ferrorist attacks,
travelers tend to mention theie con-
cerns and worrles more than usual,
Britton said. “1 think people mentlon it
more than they used to. I think ap-
prehenslve is really the best word (to
deseribe travelers’ feelings).”

Apprehension, though, Is not limited
to the terrorlst attacks.
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erage of the tervorist activitl and
traveling, has done had quite an impact

S pleK’S

«Chest Pain?
« Palpitation?

a litetim

T T T T ST P PR PR LR L LR R RIS

1YEAR &
MEMBERSHIP
oNLY®

« NEWI Olymplc Free Welght{
Equipment :

« Reslstance Equipment for
Upper/Lower Body

« lsokinetic Equipment

«Saunas

« Private Showers

« Private Lbckers

We speciall
FroorlmujorWomgn

+WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHAPE, FIRM &
STRENGTHEN YOUR BODY?

CAN YOU HANDLE FEELING GOOD

ABOUT YOURSELF?

WHY WAIT? LOOK AND FEEL GOOD

FORSPRING! START TOI DAY|

|| UPHOLSYRRY SHOP

e TR
Good furniture should last.
..o longer

tre In Beginnor Wolght Tralnlng
s lndM‘:nq g

« Hypertension?

(nt the corner
LIVONIA
Blue Cross « Blue Shi

HAVE YOU BEEN
IGNORING YOUR HEART
AND LUNGS?

« Heart Failuce?

« Chronic Bronchitis?
+ Extra Heartbeat?

MAYBE ITS TIME TO
GET A CHECK-UP AT
HEART and LUNG CLINIC i

B0 iy Mile
Farmington)
1]

deld.
Medicare and Major Insurances Accepted.

In a rea

unknown

ansue an

wooks off

Involved

Manduy Night
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

CRAB LEGS

Watch for Valensine's Day Specisls

does ndt
weeks 1o
Unlike

QL A R
REACTIVE ARTHRITIS

This winter has braught with It an Intonse and
long lasling n, §
respons/ble for physiclans secing an Increase In
the number of patients with reucl?v

This arthritls follows a bacterial or virsl Infoc-
tlon, but the joint paln and swelling is nol due to
sproad of Infectlon Into the Joints. What happons

immune System makes antlbodies that react to
moro than the Invading virus or bnctoria. For

agalnst the colls that ling Jolnts: pain and swelling

sha Is developing theumatold arthrtis. .
focctive arthritls genarally occurs one 10 two

several doys. In conirasi, rheumatold artheltis

self limliing, thot is, will cl.unr itself of tho body la

IN LIGBT of the number of plane
croshes — 1985 was the worst in avia-
tion history — travelers also express
concern about flying more than ever
before. “It does cause you to think. But
1ty to stress the amount of traftic and
the relatlvely few accldents (In com-
parlson ta the four million air ftights in
1985)," Britton said,

Aftline and alrporl securlty is anoth-

d b But

Hallissey said, addlng iV's difflcult to
predict where or how trouble will oc-
cur. “Don’t walk in the darkest part of
town, for cxample. Avold crowded
areas and just be aware.”

JAMES CALLAHAN, public infor-
mation officer for the Burcau of Consu-
lar Affairs at the U.S. Department of
State, also has suggestions, despite his
that there lsn't much

er concern
travel agents maintaln both airlines
and ajrports have increased sceurity
measures. My ((rsi-hand experlence Is
that airports are Increasing security,”
Welnberg said. And as far as the air-
lines are concerned, El Al, the Isracll
airline, “is still the best in security,”
she added.

Though Wilcox malntains many tra.
velers who come into hls agency joke
about traveling now, Katz disagrees.
“Nobody jokes about it teo much,” she
said.

While area travel agents are watch-
Ing a myrlad of travelers’ reactions to
flying and to world events, all say thelr
task is simiply Lo serve s & counsclor
and plan the best and safest teip based
on where the traveler is Interested in
travellng.

“I CAN only go by what the govern:
ment says {of where to avoid travel). 1
wouldn't recommend or not (to trave
¢l),”" Halllssey said. “1 am a counsclor.
1 deal with cllents and with what they
want te do.

“1 am not a stald conscrvative. 1
don't think travel is golng to be disrupt-
ed beeause of terrorism, The number of
peaple involved {In terrorlst activities)
was minlmal when compared to the
number of peaple who are traveling.”

Travel agents acknowledge therc's
litle one can do In the face of terror-
ism. The onc conslstent bit of adviee Is
to just be careful when traveling.

“Malnly in airports — look around.
Don't go through with blinders on,”
Fries suggested,

Others suggest just being cautlous
and aware of wha Is near, partlcularly
In alrports, despite Increased securlty
measures.

“People (terrorists) are wllling to
sacrifice thelr lives for terrorism,”

. Arthritis Today.
Joseph J. Weiss, M.D.

Rheumatology - -
20317 Farmington Road
Livonla, Michigan 48152

. Phone: 478-7860..

In turn, the

a traveler can do Lo fight or avold ter-
rorlsm,
“There is nothing I know of that you

world travel continues

can do to protect yourself from random
terrorism, But you can check on travel
advisorles. Chéck with the Amerlcan
cmbassy in the country you plan to
travel to, And stay up on current
events,” Callahan sald. -
The U.S. state department offers a
service (o travelers — the Citlzens
Emergency — that will provide infor-
mation to travelers ranging from se-
curlty concerns to heavy bookings at
certaln hotels fn countrics around the
world. Cltizens Emcrgency can be
reached by calling (202) 647-5225.
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