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Steve Whitlock offeras some advice to Kelly O’Rourke on her bal-
ance beam routine. Whitlock's lchool will hoat the ninth annual
Ourbin Gy Moot this

Durbin born out of boredom

By Larry O'Cunnnv
staff writor

O\lk of twiddling thumbs and impatlent sighs, the
Durbtn Gymnastics Mect was born.

Too many times, Bloomficld Hills' Rence Durbin
would be at her daughters' gymnastics meets,
which were supposed to be over at 2 p.m. but would
drag on untll sometimes after 8 p.m. At onc Satur-
day meet, afterncon turncd cvenlng in the bleach-
ers, ami somcthing clicked in Durbln’s mind. .

to go to gymnastics mects on a regular
busis" sald Durbin, whosc two daughters are no
longer competing. "They dldn't start on ttme and
they dldn’t finish on time. They were very disorgan-
Ized. We thought we could put on a good meet that
started on Uime and ended on time.”

According to meet host, Steve Whitlock of Steve
Whitlock’s School of Gymnastics in Bloomfleld
Hills, preparation and planalng add up to a smooth-
running event.

“It's sort of a challenge to run it more efficlently
than the year before,” said Whitlock.

Puncteality Is just one feature of “The Durbin,”
which takes place Friday and Saturday at
Whitlock’s school and at Ferndale High School. In
Its ninth year, the mect has grown {rom 1B teams
participating In Its Inaugural outing in 1977 to 550
teams from around the country thls year.

THE COMPETIVENESS generated with that
many teams cnhances The Durbin's reputation as
one of top meets around. Durbin Co. Realtor, head-
ed by Renee and husband Mel, s the meet's only

sponsor,

At first, It was just the Durbins working on the
meet, which took six weeks to organlze, This year,
work started kg, Dctober with an array of people to
help put the annual February meet together.

_gymnastics

The Durbln showed a proflt after only its flrst
outlng — an unusual occurrence for gymnastics
meets. The money ralsed helps support the Aero-
nauts, a group of young gymnasts who compeie
around the country.

Durbln estimates more than $40,000 has been
raised for the Acronauts over the past nlne years.

Whitlock ks the head coach of the outfit.

The group also recelves help from the 80-famlly-
member Acronauts Parents Club,

Whitlock’s schoal, as In the past, is the host for
this year's Durbin, The competitive nature of The
Durbin is something Whitlock can relate to.

THE ILLINOJS natlve was n standout at South-
ern lltinols Unlversity, which won NCAA natlonal
champlonshlps in three of his four years there
{1963 67) The experience, he tater found out, would
have an indlrect Impact on the way he would teach
the sport.

“It's changed pretty much since I came out of
competing and into leaching,” Whitlock sald. *I
thought everyone wanted to be a national competl-
tor. When § got into teachlng, 1 found that only a
{fow people have that type of desire.”

Whitlock stilt caters to those with the yearning to
be competitive. Four of his puplls, including West
Bloomficld's Heldt Brady, compete in the elite divi-
slon that Includes performing Internatlonally.

But his program, which even Includes instructlon
for 2-year-olds, is geared more to the physical-cdu.

cation aspects of gymnasiles,
“Qul ve!

ur Ty ald
Whitlock, who's also a member of the U.S. Olymplc
Gymnastics Coaches Assoclation. “It’s based on o
program of skll] profress.”

Whitlock sald philosophleal differences are not,,
what sets hls school apart from most, the slze of Il
does. Whitlock's school, which covers 12,000 square
feet, has 10 scts of bars and 18 balance beams, And
a larger facillty comes In handy when hosting a
meet the size of The Durbln, .

“IT'S A GIGANTIC undertaking.” Whitlock said. ,
“It's probably the Jargest meet held in our mglon
Most meets have around 40 tcams competing, With"'
over 500 teams, it's the equivalent of running 10
separaie mccu."

Most gymnastic clubs in Michfgan witl be there,
along with tcams from Ontario, New Jersey, Ohlo,
Indiana and Massachusetts. Some of the locat elubs
compeling include the Borgo Sisters of Blrming-
ham, Michigan Academy of Gymnasiles In Garden
City and the Farmlngton Gymnastles Center, .

Durbin, herself, has noticed the Impact of the

meet,

*The kids at the meet will come up to me and
say, 'There really Is a Mrs. Durbin,' " sald Durbln.
“When somcbody talks about The Durbin, people
know what they're talklng about.” A

Beglaners (class 4) competitlon is slated for Fri- |,
day at 6:30 p.m. at Whitlock’s Sclioo) of Gymnastles,
(795 Industrial Road, off Franklin Road behind the
Miracle Mite Shopping Center). On Saturday, tnter-
medlate and advanced rounds are at Ferndale High
{881 Pincerest Ave. between Eight and Nine Mile
roads and west of Woodward).

‘Admisslon is $2 for adults and $1 for students and”
senlor cliizens.

Farmington teams hope to chip away at Rocksf

By Chrls McCasky

slaff wrlter

AT 105, Western's Dave Zehnder will

(Glenn), Gordy Johnstone {Central) and

Being labeled “the favorite” can be
most unseltling 1o a team.

Few root for the favorite, Everybody
loves the underdog. If the favered team
wins, well, they were supposed to — no
big deal. If the favored team loses, it's
headline news.

1n reality, the favorite never com-
pletely wins.

RANDY BOAST/a101 pholographer

Dan Parlto, Farmington senlor,
is tavored to win the leaguo litle
- at 188 pounds.
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wrestling

Meet the Plymouth Salem wrestling
team. °

The Rocks are a perfect B-0 fn West-
ern Lakes dual meet competition and
champs of the Lakes Divislon. They
have won faur tournaments (his scason.
They are two-ltme defending Western
Lakes champions,

The Rocks will be favored to win
thelr third stralght league meet Satur-
day at Westland John Glenn.

“HOLD ON a minute before you go
naming us the favorites,” Salem coach
Ron Krueger sald, “There are three
weight classes where we're not scorlng
paints. There were years where we won
by two and three points, and that's with
us scoring at every welght. Now we're
not geiting polnts In three welght class-
es, that'll be a klller.”

But the consensus among leaguc
coaches has Salem clearly tagged with
the “favorite” label.

“Plymouth Salem will be tough to
beat,” Livonia Churchill coach Mike
Abdo sald, *But if the kids who've been
winnlng for us all year come through,
we could shake things up a little.”

The truth is there are several teams
that could shake things up. Walled
Lake Western, Walled Lake Central,
Churchlll, Westland John Glenn and
Farmington, just to name a few,

“You have to consider teams llke
Churchill and Farmington and North

i'ésports shoris

Farmington,” Glenn coach Tom Buck-
alew sald. “They've got some strong
klds that'll throw a monkey wrench
into this thing. That's why thls kind of
meet gets interesting, Salem will have
to have some thirds, fourths and flfths,
They can't put everyone into the
finals.”

SAID KRUEGER: “We will have to
work very hard. When you are the fa-
varlie, everyone Is out to get you. They
even gun for you at the seeding meet-
ing. T remember (Plymouth Canton
coach) Rlck Menoch saying last year
that he lost the meet at the secding
meeting. That's what could happen to
us this year.”

It s likely that Salem will go into the
meet cartlng four No. 1 seeds: Todd
Bourlier {98 pounds), Kevin Freeman
(132), Dennls Dameron (112) and Dave
Dameron (126). How wrestlers arc
seeded determines meet palrings,

Still, there are fow clear-cut favor-
Ites in any of the weight classes, Dave
Dameron, unbeaten and ranked No. 1in
the state, has not been seriously chale
lenged in the lcague at 126, Farming-
ton’s Dan Parilo, also state-ranked, Is
expecied o win at 198,

All other weight classes are up for

grabs,

At 98, Bourlier and Walled Lake Cen-
tral's Larry Seligny are the top two
contestants,

have to ward off challenges from
Farmington Harrison's Cliff Alcantara
and Livonia Stevenson's Dave
Wojclechowskl.

Dennis Dameron will have his hands
full with Kevin Foust of Western and

Richard Johnson (Salem).
When 11 of 13 welght classes are so
wide open and competitive, perhaps it's

unfair to select one leam as the favor-
ite. Maybe it would be best fust to show
up a1 Glenn Saturday and enjoy the ac-
tion. Wrestling begins at 11 a.m.

Dave Dunford of Canton at 112,

Salem's Freeman wlll be tested by
Glenn's Glen Cemazar, Western's Chris
;(Jrznrl and Churchill's Jefi Rothley at

Kirk Rentz of Salem, Mike llacqua of
Western, Pat Prultt of Central, Pau)
Cook of North Farmington and Jay
Pollard of Canton are In the running
for the crown at 138.

A similar logjam exists at 145.
Glenn's Dan Schimansky s slightly fa-
vored over Paul Colone (Western), Dar-
rell Tharnish (Farmington), Bryan
Wheble (Salem), Dave Christian (Cen-
tral) and Scott Morocco (Churchlll).

Ken Kehoe of Northvitle, Brian
Ciemens of Churchll] and Chris Rye of
Salem arc cxpeeted to baitte for the
title at 155.

AT 167, Pat Dugas of Harrison, Chris
Pryjomski of Central, Mark Kropp of
Glenn, John Economou of Stevenson,
Lem Yeung of Salem and Dave Zenas
of Churehlll are serlous contenders.

Jamtie Woochuk of Salem, Blll Blalr
of Western, Tom Farr of Central, John
Augustin of Farmington, Brian Haack
.of North Farmington and Pat McFad-
den of Harrlson witl battle at 185.

Finally, there's a four-way skirmish

. at heavywelght between Blll Critcher
{Farmington), Chris Zimmerman

: O SOFTBALL REGISTRATION

Roofs
« Repalred
2 Re-Roofed

.+ The recreatlon divislon of the Farmington Hills
Speclnl Services Dcpartment is accepting team
reglstrations for all mens and wemens softball
Ipagues.

' chls(mllnn began Feb. 3 and will continue until
all leagues are filled. A $50 non-refundable deposit
Wil guarantee a spot In a league,

: Leagues avallable are Open, Residential, Indus-
trlal, 3-2, Coed and Over 35. Fees are $340 for In-
dustrial and Residential leagues; $380 for Open

leagues.
: Call 4746115, Ext. 288, for more Informatlon.
@ NFWB BASEBALL SIGNUP

* Reglstration for the North Farmington-West

- Bloomfield baseball and softball leagues will take
.- place on the followlng date: 8:30-9 p.m. Thursday,

. Feb. 6 at the North Farminglon cafeteria.

- -+ A parent or guardtan should accompany the chlld
: lo reglstration.
-+ The fec structure is as follows: $40 for ¢ight and
tine year olds; $50 for 10, 11 and 12 year olds; $60
lor these 13 and over,
+ A $10 additlonal fee will be assessed on those
degistering late,
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POSTER NIGHT
Fri. FEB14-7:30 .

Pick up your limited-edition poster of Petr Klima and with it S
you could win airfare, via USAir. hotel accomodations and > B\

a pair of tickets to a 1986 Stanley Cup Playoff Game, and
other prizes. Additional posters available at Llnle Caesars,

Red Wings vs. N.Y. Rangers
Tickets at JOE LOUIS ARENA BOX OFFICE
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REUPBOLSTERING SALE
Sofas from*249 Chalrs from*149
Kitchen & Dining Chalirs from$19.95

@f@?@f@' N

Add the ook of luxury with Y line fol If. And
10% ‘5, IDay‘.ISerr}/lcg ?r‘:glrag;?tzonu and all TicketWord Qutlets gomm{_xh Mln:lr \:‘v,ardar]ob7 1 OF 10 QO sg‘r’:'“srsy:r"z'soi Ma ":gcr:.wc
scount to oors, These ualll
Check our Prices on Carpeting and Plastic Covers CHARGE BY PHONE (313) 567-7500 low cost doors %on‘}e ln‘z Refreshingly lefeve}l( lterrds
Presented b wide selection of frame and 5.3130 MON/FRI, 9:3 SAT
ST ATEWIDE ’ Vi mlrror styles. Visit our \ / on'o\u oN/ R o,
showroom and see thisfine HERALD WHOLES)\ E ANYTIME
A&Egﬁgg@%‘STERY o . 20830 Coolldge Hwy.
FREE In-Home Estimates 836 8900 . fust nga’;“s:’:gs%“e Rd.
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