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26 teachers who made NASA'a first
statewlde cut in applicants.

Upset as most of the natlon das
last week when the shuttle exploded
before natlonal cable TV viewers,
Sparrow sald she later recalled how
at one polnt she had considered
“kow casual we have all' gotten
(about the shuttle program).”

, The shutiles have always gone up
jand come back aafely, which hnd
{hclpcd add to the almost token-for-
\granted attitude about the safety of
\space travel.

" Rack In November, Sparrow said
ishe reallzed the networks were no
tonger giving llve coverage to the
shuttle llfteffs. Yet she admitted
that somewhere In the back of her
mind, It occurred that like air trav-
cl, tragedy aboard a shuttle fllght
could be a real possibility. But It's
always o matter of hoping It won't
be this time, Sparrow sald.

ALTHOUGH MOST students felt
that NASA should conllnuc wlith
space exploration, some tempered
thelr zeal with words of cautlon. *
~ “This (the Challenger explosion}
may be just an example of not Just
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Harrlson 10th grader Ray
Snyder wants space explora-
tion stopped because ‘“you
can't do anything up there
anyway.”

much in routine,” sald Mark Bonas-
In

¢3oclety, but the space prog offl-
¢lals) laklng the space program too

y joining
the U.S. Air Force.

*Each filght should be taken with
a great deat of care and responsibl-
ity," Bonassa sald.

When NASA was In the Apello
program, “everything was done
with care.”

But Bonasso sald he feels that
witl the Challenger program, “ev-
erything 1s done haphazardly,” de-
splte the delays, gencrally because
of weather condltions,

“The more they do il, the more
they are golng to got better at it,”
Fricdman added.

THE STUDENTS acknowledged
that the medla devoted undue atten-
tion to the Teacher In Space pro-
gram and fts flrst participant,
MeAuliffe. That singular attention
was even greater following the trag-
edy, at the expense of almost Ignor-
ing the other six professlonally
trained astronauts, said Llsa Mur-

Y.

“They talked about Chrlista a lot,"
she sald. “And they didn't talk about
the others, There were two people
from Detrolt.”

Although proud of Sparrow's in-
terest In the Teacher In Space pro-
gram, studenis murmured durlng
the discussion they were glad and
thank{vl their teacher was not
aboard the Challenger.

Teens foresee future of space exploratlon'

Yet, the students and Sparrow
support the Teacher In Space pro-
gram and the participatfon of other
grivate cltizens.

“Private citizens should go be-
cause there [s galng to be some form
of future travel,” Moschinl said. “T
think they should send anothier
teacher up there.” .

Teachers and other private citi-
zens can provide 3 polnt of view
that perhaps a professlonal astro-
naut may take for granted. “They
(prlvate citzens) can sec it. They can
come back and say how it feels,
They can give us a real descriptien.”

SPARROW AGREED whole-
heartedly. “1 certainly would like to
be In contentien (for the Teacher In
Space program). I would llke to sec
the world from up there, T think I
could come back and use the words
to make others feel they have been
there to0.”

Students expressed concern about
the space program’s future and op-

rtunity for private eltizens' par-
ticipatlon in light of the death of a
teacher who had become well-
known and well-liked.

"I think a ot of pcople are mak-
ing It that (because) a private citizen
went up and it exploded,” sald Aar-
on Yaverskl “The crew were pc’sple
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Lisa Murphy felt the media devoted a lot of attention to
Christa McAulitfe, NASA’s First Teacher in Spncn pnrnci-

pant, while the other six C|
almost forgotten.

too, 1t could have happened if they
had all been astronauts.”

Friedman reminded classinates
that while the deaths of the seven-
member crew was tragle, the loss of
the Challenger ~ cstimated in the
hundreds of millions of dollars —

crow

was alsa a tragedy.

Students offered little reaction to
the cost of the space program. But
Bonasso sald that perhaps NASA
should for awhile iurn its attenilon
10 unmanned flights.
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