" Pollution fight

Industry opposes punishment bills

By Tim Richard
| gtolt wrlter

‘ ;. gal concerns about the Pollack bills: The Copablity Cecter

= -‘Anti-business, @ Administrative fines of $1,000 a day
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allst vs. Industry hattle. ® Admin! ve flnes go c depart- -
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the Sotld Waste, ftazardous Waste, Air Pol- Asaociation whose incomes were directly dependent on you I" Va entlne S eal't

*Jution, Water Resources and Penal acts.
;. ‘Unnccessary and overly restrletive,”
~said Morton Sterling, Detrolt Edison Co's
director of environmentl affalrs and a for-
mclr Wayne County alr pollutlon control
of,

= ‘Anti-business, adversarial and punle »

me." said Deborah Booner, regional af-
+Jalrs director of the 3,500-member Michl
fan Manufacturers Assoclatlon,

“They are intended to elp state agencies
enforce environmental laws,” countered
Elizabeth Harris, altorney for and execu-
tjve director of the East Michlgan Eaviron-
mental Action Council.
™ There the battle lines are deawn,

THE DEBATI roke open last week at a
palr of hearings hy the Senate Nutural Re-

.sources and Environmental Affairs Com-
mittec,

Pollack described her slx bills (SB 540-
+* 545) as taking a “ticred" approach of pro-
#viding for 1) summary lifting of permits, 2)
“ administrative fines, 3) court fines and fl-
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nally 4) criminul penalties ranging up to
life In prison.

Her bills would empower dlrectors of
two state departiments -~ Natural Re-
sources and Public Health — swiftly to
suspend or restrict solid waste, alr, water
and other permits for reasons of publle
health,

“The sponsor {I’ollack) Is cencerned with
fly-by-night artists. This bill ropes in every-
body,” complained Dennis Cawthorne, leg-
islatlve counsel for the $0-member Michi-
gan Chemical Couneil.

Replied Pollack: “A permit is different
trown & civil right. If granted by the state,a
permit Is removable by the slate.

STERLING SAID Edlson had specific lo-

“What I will not concede is that there is
no problem. I wlll not concede that the laws
are adequate,” she sald,

ENVIRONMENTALISTS such as
EMEAC's Harrls, of Birmingham, gener.
ally gave briel, sweeplng endorsements of
the Poltack bills.

Also endorsing It were Michigan Unlted
Conscrvatlons Clubs, Mlchigan Eaviren-
menial Health Offlcers Assoclation, the
Sierra Club, Huron-River Watershed Coun-
cil, PIRGIM (Public Interest Research
Group In Michlgan) and the Ann Arbor
Ecology Center.

Governmental cndorsements came from
the state natural resources commission and
the Washteraw County Board of Commls-
sianers.

In last week's Pontlac hearing, Industry
spokesmen flred back with tong, polnt-by-
point eriticlsms,

“I was dlrector of the Wayne County Alr
Pollution Control Divislon for 23 years,”
sald Stertlng. He sald his remarks were
“tempered” by governmental cxperience
and not "biased" toward ndustry.

“The Michigan Environmental Protee-
tlon Act of 1970 s Jittle used,” sald Ster.
ling, charglng that DNR “hag (rozen itsell
tnto Inactlon." He said DNR has a poor
working relationship with the state attor-
ney general's office and should work with
cexisting laws before asking for sweeping
new ones.

Alrcady, he said, 15-20 percent of the
elecirical bills paid by Detrolt Edlson cus-
tomers go for environmental control equlp-
ment.
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. how many people they found guilty and

how much they fined them.

& One blli provides for “joint and sever-
al liabllity" for penalties where more than
onc company is involved In a pollution incl-
dent, “Responsible companles will have to
bear the cost for those who disobey or go
out of business,” he sald. “The general pub-
lle should pay a portion if a company ls
Insolvent.”

® A regulated utillty such as Edison
should be able to pass through to customers
the costs involved in fines where the com-
pany la not at fault. '

® Pollack’s amendment to the penal
code would allow a llfe sentence In prison
for polsoning the/ground surface where the
polson “may” enter an underground water
supply. "This focuses concern on scvere
punishment, even when there is no environ-
mental harm,” he said.

ARGUMENTS FROM Bonner, of the
Manufacturers Association, and
Cawthorne, a former state representative
from Manistee now lobbylng for the chemi.
cal industry, were much the same.

Bonner sald the bills grant too much dis-
cretionary authorlty to.the DNR staff and
are open “to patentlal harassment and
abuse.” Like Sterling, she sald counties
such as Wayne “Issue thousands of notices
of violation and get compliance.” -

Cawthorne argued it would be unconsti-
tutfonal to glve the DNR director power to
summarily suspend a license or permit in
the event of an emergency because only the
governor can deelare an emergency. “This
gl\; wvast new powers lo a burcaucrat,” he
said.
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Grandfather  nicians are available to re-
Clocks from  pair all clocks and watches )} ' Save 1000
oo 379 and to make house calls if !
kN necessary. Mantle Clocks . N

Now enjoy the luxury of a $2499 SELI3 modular group .
for as low as $1499! How? Easy! Just come to
Gorman’s Winter Sale, : SN

. from*149%
Free repair estimates on all clocks and watches.

HOWDO | LOVE THEE ;

The two corner sections, two armless units and the .
wedge pictured here look great separately or together. T .
So they'll shape a room or take on a room’s shape — .
easily. And they'll go with just about any decor, because
this modular group is available in & variety of the latest -
textured fabrics and colors, (Add the ottoman for an
easy $189.)

You'll also suve on our huge selection of other seating

arrangements, the fine quality of which you'd expect X )
only at Gorman'’s, And don't forget — our designers are - .
available to assist you with ideas for your interiors.

But we suggest you hurry to Gorman's Winter Sale, e -
Because seating arrangements like these will move last, . :
Which, at these prices, is easily understandable.

i

|REVEVBER-FERRUARY 4 | -

'vg O M ERS ET M AL L TLll‘LIg:::ll!:?‘l:I}::!B:glc \V.I!Iulsc:::‘:‘ryn.l(:rmkq
hone: 363-D8

Phone: 640-2070,

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
Sunday 12-5/Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9/Other Days 10-6

. © Allmteresapen Dally 1010 6; Monduy,
© 1046 GORMANS Yo

i




