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Doors are a key to home security

Chris Cogar, is a technician with
the F'fzrnn.nqlan Hiils Police Depart-
ment’s Crime Prevention Section,

By Chris Cogar
special writer

Farmi Hills year-end
reflect that in nearly 50 percent of all
1985 residential burglarles, entry was
gained through an exierior door.

Because the 1Y .,297
door i3 ane of the |, ¥
most  vulnerable
polnis of access
into the home, it
Is Important that
residents  fully
conslder all doors
and locks when
assessing thelr se-
cu;‘lily heeds.
--ldeally, a hol-
'Iow~cnr)n wood Chris
door, or one with  Cogar
decorative wood panels or glass In-
serts, should never be used as an exte-
rior door,

These doors are not recommended
because both are casy to penetrate
with tools and neither wili strongly
support heavy-duty locking hardware.
. The best door for this purpose is made
of metal or solld wood construction. Af-
ter the door, the next important consid-

* eratlon Is the Jock,
Althaugh a majority of homes utilize

crime waich

the common key-in-knob lock, many
other homes still use the heavicr and
alder style mortlse lock. This type of
tock normally fncludes a secparate
deadbolt in additlon to a spring latch
lock and s designed to set Iinto a large
reetangular pocket cut out of the edge
of the door.

EVEN THOUGH the physical
strength of the mortlse lock is gener-
ally the greatest of all locks, a large
measure of its ability te resist force de-
pends on the strength of the door In
which it is mounted and the stability of
the door frame.

In many cases, the amount that is cut
out of the door to accommodate the
mortlse lock may actually weaken the

entlre structure of the door.

This is particularly true near the
high-stressed area of the lock where
the door could be splintered or broken
apart during a kicking assault or bar-
rage of blows. While this preblem is
more acute In wood doors, It occaslon-
ally creates & security risk in metal
doors as well.

Another weakness of the mortise
lock can be found in the deadbolt por-
tlon where, in many older units, the
bolt does not protrude the recommend-
od one-inch into the strike plate of the
door frame. This reduces protection
and altows for easter manipulation af
the deadbolt wlth a prylng device.

SINCE iT IS difflcult to replace the

mortise lock with a better type of lock-
ing device (there Is no other type of
lock that will fill the large hole that
remalns when the mortise lock s re-
moved), owners of older style mortise
locks are wise to leave the lock in place
and compensate for Its vulnerability by
{nstalllng additiona) protectlon.

Although protective door lock guards
can be Installed around the lock area, it
Is recommended that a mortlse lock be
supplemented with a good quallty, sin-
gle-eylinder deadbolt lock.

This lock can be Installed on your
door, abave the existing mortise lock,
{Check with the Farmington Hills
Crime Prevention Section for tips on
how to choose a deadbolt lock.}

A good door can be one of the strong-
est deterrents to an Intruder. Not only
does |t act as a pychologleat barrier
but also, If secured with a good lock, it
can ward off a potential thicf.

Alleged discrimination case continues

A Atichigan . Department of Civil
Rights discrimination hearlng agalnst
a Farmington Hills nightclub will he
continued, an official in the depart-
ment’s Detroit office sald.

Civll rights charges were brought
last November followlng two com-

plaints filed oagainst Mr, Laff’s
Nightelub in Farmington Hllls. The
hearlng was origlnally scheduled for
Wednesday and Thursday, Feb, 5.8, in
the Detroit offlce, according to Roland
Baldwin, assistant director of the de-
partment’s conclliation and hearing di-
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visfon in Detroit.

No informatlon was available about
the hearlng, conducted before a depart.
ment referee. The hearing could be
continued Indefinltely, because of varl-
ous appeals processes, Baldwin added.
'l;he matter could also be settled at any
time,

The nightclub is charged with unlaw-
ful discrimination because of race and
natlonal origln In two incldents occur-
Ing in December 1983 and March 1984,

In 1984, two men of Arab descent,
Elias Kazoleh of Tayler and Samir
Mashnl of Dearborn, were allegedly de-
nied entry to the nightelub. In 1983,
Christine Ferrlter of Livenla charged
she and a black male companien were
denled admission. .

Management from the nightclub has
denled the charges.
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Northwestern Financlal Center, the deaign of which recently
was honored by the Masonry Institute of Michigan.

Building design honored

A Farmington Hills bullding
project is one of eight recognized
for masonry deslgn cxcellence In
the t1th annual M Awards Program,
sponsored by the Masonry Institute
of Micht In ion with the

with an exterlor made up of alter-
natlng bands of red brick and lime-
stone. The materials continue on the
interlors with brick and limestone
contributlng to the palietie.

h Soctet; A

Michigan Society of Architects,
Honorees Included the Northwest-
ern Financlal Center in Farmingion
Hills — Kenneth Neumann/Robert
Greager & Associates, Southfleld,
architect, and Edward E. Singer &
Son Bullding Co., Farmlngton Hills,

owner,
The project Is an oftice bullding

members selected M Award recipl-
ents from 45 entrles,

The judges said of the Northwest.
ern Flnanclal Center: "Makes a ot
of the very Interesting juxtaposi-
tions of voids and sollds, Stimulating
Juxtapositions of contrasts; sophisti-
cated expression of surface and
space.”
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