Purdue-bound spiker

leads pack

EBy Larry 0'Connor
»slatt writer

=
1 Two wecks ago, Redford Blshop Borgess’ Debble
»McDonald didn't exactly have litle bollermakers
rdancing in her head, X

1 But the 6-1 senjor volleyball player wlll be a
1Boilermaker of the .Purduc varicty next year.
' McDonald, whose pursuers included USC, Kentucky
rand Western Michigan, made the Indinna school the
rcoltege of her choice.

v The Irony Is Purdue didn't start its recrulting cf-
iforts for the talented hltter until two weeks ago.
:Bnl 14 days and a trip to West Lafayette was
1enaugh for McDonald, an Observer All-Area player
\the fast two years, to say yes.

1 "1 went there for a visil, and I really liked t,°
+4aid McDonald, who carries a 3.5 grade-polnt aver-
1age in the classroom. *It’s close to home, and the
1 players there made It fec) that way.” .

{ SATURDAY, HOME for McDonald and her Bish-

op Borgess cohorts is the Schoolcraft Invitational

Tournament at Schooleraft College. Borgess and
tl Livenla

are two of the 30 teams expected.

.- Some arca leams also participating Include Livo-
{ nia Ladywood, Livonla Churchiil, Livonia Frankiin,
* Plymouth Salem, Redford Unlon, Redford Thurs-
1ton, North Farmington, Farmington Harrlson,
) Farmington, Garden City and Wayne Memorlal,
:*1 like being able to play agalnst diffcrent
» schools,” McDonald sald. “Some of the teams are

tough competition.”

Competitlon Isn't foreign to McDonald, who
Ltoured West Germany last summmer with a feam
-sponsoret by the Livonla Rotary. The team finlshed
»second to a squad from Turkey in the tournameat.

McDonald, who plays volleyball year-round, was
a member of the US, Junlor Olympic team after
both her sophomore and junlor years,

* WHILE SPIKING is her maln forte, McDonald's
Jeadership abilities Just surfaced In her senlor year.
Her new role has helped the Spartans 1o be heard In
their quest for a Cathalic League title.

“She’s really grown Into a leader-type,” Borgess
coach Jerey Abraham sald. “She's Intense, but it's a
quict intense. She's not flamboyant.”

Even with her towering 6-1 frame, McDenald
never felt comfortable with teammates Jooking up
to her untll this season.
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into S’craft

VOLLEYBALL CLASSIC
WHAT: The annual Schookiraft Cologe Invitational Hiph Bchool
oseyball Tournament,
WHEN: Saturcay, Fab. 15, beginning at 7.0 &m. end contrer
Ing unid approximately 10 p.m.
WHERE: Schookirelt Colege, Happerty Fload north of Bl Mie in

Livonia.
HOW MUCH: Abday passos: $1 students, $2 adutts.
inckxse Livonia Glavenson (two-

Ve

Tempesence-Dodiord,

thersn Esi, Rosevise Brablc, ABon Pask, Detrort Horvy Ford. Ro-
chottor Adams, Giand Blanc. ids, Walod Lakes Wostorn, Waled
Lako Central, Horttrtle, ovi and Filat Atherton.

“I feel closer to my teammates,” she sald. “1
didn't feel like a leader before, When the team gets
down, you have to motivate them to play together
and get along.”

McDenald, who plans to major In speelal educa-
tlon at Purdue, finds cncouraging autistlc children
Just as rewarding. In her spare time, she works
with them at Burger Center In Garden City.

She staried there only a few weeks ago as a vol-
unteer. It was somewhat intimidating at first, Now,
getting them {o attempt writing their name ranks
uplklhere wlth the satlsfactlon of a well-placed
splke.

“YOU PLAY WITH tatented people, and then you
work wlth people who are stower,”. McDonald ex-
plalned. “When those people are able to communi-
cate with you, It's a good feeling.”

It's comparable to the feeling McDonald gets
when she plays volleyball, a sport she dldn't em-
brace untll three years ago. Her sister, Colleen, was
active In the sport and wanted her sister to play.

At first, Debbic dldn't take up her sister’s offer.
Sinee relenting, It's hard to get her off the court.

Her one-dlmensional sporting venture, though,
has turned out to be McDonald’s strengh.

“She's only played onc sport,” noted Abraham.
“She’s played the high school season and then in the
summer.”

“So many people ask me If I play basketball,”
sald McDenald, whose size would make her a cen-
ter on most teams. “1 played it a few times In grade
school. I didn't feel right.”

For the Boilermakers, It's a hitter Instead of a
cager. .

Hawks rally to victory;

Rockets dump Raiders

Farmington Harrison showed both sides of lts
+volleyball gnme Monday night in beating Northville
.4-15, 15-10, 15-8.

: The Hawks were both very bad and very good in
i the match.

: “We started strong In the first game, but North-
;ville started getting some strong serving and we
+Just fell apart,” Harrison coach Ron Shoett sald.
+“Our passing was atrocious.”

. Thanks to the serving of Janine Whittemore and
“the net play of Diana Raddatz, the Hawks turned
‘1hings around in game two. Whittemore was 10 for
10 serving wlth four aces. She also scored two
+ points on ace spikes. Raddatz had four spikes and
<one ace n the game,

1 In game three, Raddatz {five of six spikes) and
+ Whittemore (six of seven spikes with threc aces)
‘continued to dominate the net. Jennlfer Hughes
‘controlled things from the service corner with a
s perfect 12 of 12 performance.

T “We went up 13-0 In the third game and won 15+
:8,” Shortt sald. *Northvllle just wouldn't dle. We
‘weren't playlng real bad at the end; it’s just we'd
: put the ball down and it kept coming back.”

i The win ties Harrlson with Northville for third
I place in the Western Lakes Western Division. It's
: the second strajght win for the Hawks, the second
; straight time they've avenged an carly scason de-
« feat,

! The Hawks are 4-6 In (he league, 12-10 overall.
¢ They travel to Plymouth Canton Monday.

.

Farmington’s
league title at

volleyball -

NORTH FARMINGTON got strong matches
from sophomores Suzi Butcher and Stephanie
Knapp Monday, but it needed a lot more.

Westland John Glenn, ranked No. 3 in Observer-
land, cdged the Ralders 15-6, 16-14 In a Western
Lakes match.

“It's getting disappointing but we're not glving
up.” North coach Sandy Lubleniecki sald. Her team
Is tow 3-7 in the Western Lakes, 10-11 overall.

“The kids looked good In practice and they
scemed ready to play,” Lublenleckl sald, “But when
the match started, only two were on and the rest
were cold. Still, I'm very plcased wlith our new
players.”

Butcher and Knapp have been used as rale play-
ers throughout the season, but they played all
around Monday and responded. positlvely. Each
player made Just twa crrors on the mateh,

Hutcher was 15 of 17 spiking with five aces.
Knapp was 10 of 11 serving with four aces,

John Glenn raised its record to 8-2 in the confer-
cnee, 20-5 overall

North will host Plymouth Salem Monday follow-
ing Salurday's Schooleraft Invitatlonai Tourna-
ment.

Parilo gains
198 pounds

[Cantinued from Paga 1

John Glenn was perhaps the meet's overachlever.
Alter a mediocre dual meet scason, the Rockets
clalmed four individual championships in the
leaguc mect.

“I'm very pleased with the way the entire team
wrestlcd,” Glenn coach Tom Buckalew sald. “Com-
Ing into this meet for the first time, I didn't really
knaw what to expect. It was an extremely competi-
tlve meet. I think we're going to enjoy our assocla-
‘tion with this Jeague very much.”

CHRIS ZIMMERMAN got things started for
Glenn, beating Salem's Richard Johnson 3-0 for the
heavyweight crown.

Glen Cemazar took the 132 title beatlng Salem's
Kevin Freeman 8-3 in the finals. /

As expected, Dan Schimansky won at 145, besting
Walled Lake Western's Paul Colone 10-4.

In- perhaps the most dramatic champlonship

:mnlch of the day, Glenn's Mark Kropp nipped

.+ Walled Lake Central's Chris Pryjomski at 167, 1.0, -
‘tKropp's point came late In the third and final
. 1round.

CC wears Catholic crown

Redtoid Cathplic Central produced nine individu-.

H

. ial winners en route to a team record 238 team

|l.

-} points In eapturing yet another Catholic League

wreslling championship Saturday at Harper Wooda
Notre Dame.

CC clearly d the fleld as p
Southgate Aqulnas scored 182 points, Third-place
Biljr;:lngham Bmmerkllcev bad 99, v

don)

wrestling

Central, though, posted three champions. Tom :
Farr ontpoinied Salem's Jamie Woochuk 9-2 at 185; '
Pat Prulit pinned North Farmington's Paul Cook In
9:42 at 138; and Larry Sevigney outpolnied Satem's
‘Todd Bourlier at 98, 15-8.

LIVONIA CHURCHILL placed {ifth overall in
the meet but could boast two league champs. Salem
Yatfal nipped Canton's Tim Birely at 119, 81, and |
Brian Clemens took the crown at 155 besting Livo-~
nla Franklin's Doug Stebbins 12-6, .

Other champlons crowned Saturday were: Dan
Parilo, Farminglon, was the class of 198. pinning
Western's John Holyfleld in 3:28 and Dave Zender,
‘Western, beat Salem’s Fred Calma 18-5at 105, - -

In addltfon lo its league champlonshlp trophy, Sa- |
fem pleked up some hardware for winning the
Lakes Divislon champlonship. Walled Lake Western
was the Western Divistan champ.

Among the CC individual winners were Mike
Gentile {98 pounds), Brendan Rock (105), Jason :
Wiebeck (119), Matt Helm (126); Chris Lemaonskl +
{132), Mltch Quint (138), Chris Rodriguez (145), Lee *
Krueger (167) and Judd Snyder (198). '

Bob Yeager (165) finlshed second for tho Sham- |

rocks, ranked fifth in Class A by a statewide
coaches poll, .
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