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Young soloists display talents

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal weltor

For those accustomed to the sound of
major orchestras and world renowned
chamber groups, listening to communi-
1y orchestras can be an llluminating
experlence.

For one thing, there s the need to get
off the high horse In order to feel solid
ground. The existence of these commu-
nity orchestras is a rellable yardstlek
of the community’s involvement in the
process of music making.

‘There were two concerts last week
presented by such communily orches-
tras both in Rochester. On Friday, the
Rochester Symphony performed at Ro-
chester High School Auditorlum. The
Sunday concert featured the Pontiac-
Oakland Symphony at Varner Hall,
Oakland University.

There was impressive local talent on
both programs. In the Rochester Sym-
phony program, two young pianists Im-
pressed the audience with thelr superb
skills. Bridget McKcever, student at
the University Liggett school and a
semifinalist on the “Quest for Excels

F--ICOUPON QOOD FOR UM TO APEOPLE §

L &% &Y'
River (3 Bike. W. of Telegraph)

24360 Grand

# 'STEAK DINNER FOR TWO
{8 jTwo 12 0z N.Y. Strip Stook Dinnars

omplate wih Polato o1 Vogetabie, Soup ot Sata
= [ ‘oT

EE ~
Banqust

NOON

orou
i/;/y.'; crono biaosy

FORALSEIVATIONS
E

9, Hol Rols.
VALID ON HOLIDA 7:" ]

B - tetatad |
vacmcm his 11

Tho Over 40 Ch!
R ams GOOD THAUFED. 28, 1500 e U A sl

lence™ contest. played a movement
(rom the piano concerto No. 2 by Mac-
Dowell.

THIS MOVEMENT, from the llttle-
known waork by the Jeading American
romantle composer, has some lavish
arpegglos and rolling passages, which
McKeever performed with momentum.
‘There was 0 lot of welght to her touch,
which could use, however, some more
refinement. This aspect shovld develop
wlth more experleace.

Another young planist, 12-year old
Andrew Song, dazzled the audlence
with the preste movment from the sec-
and plano concerto by Saint Saens. This
Is a most challenging passage cven for
seasoned professlonal pinnists. Andrew
had the stamina and determination 1o
keep up with the lighining fast passag-
es jn spite of some stumbling on the

While his technlque Is not yet up to
the extreme demands of this move-
ment, he demonstrated good expression
and phrasing In those many passages
that he did success{ully conquer.

One could expect a higher standard,
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_m-ﬂn Harmonie Park Playhouse will open lts second
s__ ;;l season wlth the Detrolt premlere of “Spell No, 7: a
geechee jibara quik magl
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nologically stressed third world people,” on Thurs-

The playhouse in Harmonle Park is dowatown
Detroit’s only professional resldent theater compa-

Performances will contlnue through April 13,
with curtaln at 7:45 p.m.

however, from concertmaster and as-
sistant conductor Alan MacNalr, who
performed Vivaldi's “Winter™ concerto
from the *Four Scazons.” MacNalr is a
very capable musician who has showed
abiilty on other occaslons. This per-
formance, whieh had many instances of
bad ntonatlon and other technical
problems wasn't typlcal.

The orchestra too had some serious
Intonatlon problems here, as well as in
some of the other works. The program
was brought to an uplifting conclusion
with Rosslnl's “William Tell™ Overture,
under the capable hands of conductor
James "

lacked intensity and she ran Into prob-
lems in the cadenza, when trylng to
tackle the passage with the trlplets too
{ast. This is, however, part of the learn-
ing process,

Other talented soloists on that pro-
gram included flutlst Jennlfer Even.
son, who performed a charming scre-
nade for flute, harp and strings by the

y Amerlcan 3
Howard Hanson, Soprano April McNee-
1y-Kaufmann and baritone Scott Jussi-
la, sang two Mozart arias. -

THE PROGRAM also featured a
complete performance of Dvorak's
No. 8. Whlle I have certataly

who d -
phastze the spirlt while masking the
weaknesses,

ANOTHER GIFTED young,planist
was spotlighted on the Pontiac-Oakland
Symphony program. Elena Mack
showed a remarkable, promising, tal-
enc In her performance of the first
movement from Beethoven's Piano
Concerto No. 3,

She managed to maintain good speed
and good technique consldering her age
and limited experience. At times she

lc trance manual for tech-
also author

heard better versions, this perform-
anee had its share of Joy and pleasure.
The third movement, however, could
stand a lot of improvement.

‘The conductor on this program, Da-
vld Mairs, is asslstant conductor of the
Flint Symphony. He also serves as a
pastor in a Flint Church. His conduct-
ing abillty, as demonstrated on this
program, Is substanttal.

It is regrettable that the program
brochure failed 10 mention him promi-
nently with a blography.

i Playhouse offering premiere

3:45 p.m. Sundays. For ticket tnformatlon, call 965-
2480.
“Spell No. 7” §s written by Ntozake Shange, who

ed “For Colored Girls Who Have Consid-

ered Sulelde When the Rainbow Is Enough.” It is set

in a New York pub, a hang-out for actors, where
nlne struggling artists are gathered during a typi-

cal night out after the curtaing come down on and
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off-Broadway.

The “theater plece,” as Shange prefers to call it,
was first produced by Joe Papp and Woodle King,
Jr., at the New York Shakespeare Festival in 1979,

The production is dirceted by Mikell Plakncy,

Park Playhouse artistic director, and

will mark his Detroit acting debui,
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“Walt Untll Dark” (3967), ! Fri-
day night on Ch, 50, Originally 108
minntes. TV time slot: 126 min-
utes.

Audrey Hepburp gets to play a
blind voman and Alan Arkin and
Richard Crenna get to be nasty in this
film verslon of a successiul Broad-
way thriller. Hepburn fs terrorized by
a group of viclous thugs in her New
York apartment. It's a good tension
builder and the acting is first-rate
throughaut,

Rating: $3.

“The Towerlng Inferno™ (1974}, 8
p.m. Saturday on Ch. 50, Originally
165 minutes. TV time slot: 180 min-
utes.

Trwin Allen was the “master of dis-
aster” In the 1970s. Ile made a Jot of
money putting lives in jeopardy. Big
stars flocked 10 perform in these for-
mula Hims because they could be
guaranteed a heaithy profit. This was
the biggest star coup of them adi,
Steve McQueen and Paut Newman
were the top box offlce draws, Here
they don’t even have to act very much
as a fireflghter and architect whe
work tegether to battle a flre in a
high-rise office building, William Hel-
den, Faye Dunaway, Fred Astalre and
Rabert Wagner are also along for the
ride, If you enjoy secing people burn
and get a thrill out of watching
flanies shouting Into the sky, this ls
your kind of movie. Otherwlse, it gets
tedious and even McQueen’s macho
and Newman's passlon can't save it.

Ruting: $2.

WHAT'SIT WORTH? *
A ratings gulde to the movles
. o8

Bad .. ...
Falr . . . .. 82
Good . ... ... oS3
Excellent. . . .. ... 54

“Ilound of the DBaskervilles™
(1939), 1 Sunctay sight on Ch. 4
Originally 80 minutes. TV tine
slot: Bo minutes.

The first in the Basll Rathbone-Ni-
gel Bruce scries of Sherlock Holmes™
films, this was also the best. Only twie
of the films in the series were set in
the Victorian period of Conan 139yle's
storles. This was one of them and 11 §s
excellenl in atinosphere, acting am:l
pacing. Rathhone was nearly parfee
as Holmes — razor sharp, hry
quick witted, athletlc. He flt the phy:.
ical look of the carly Riustrations ta i
tee. Bruce was a perfect foil for Rath
bone’s wit. He Is not the Watson of the
storles, who was a charming, Intelli-
gent, patlent man who was fust pot in
1he same genlus league with his gified
friend. Bruce's movie Watson,is a
comic relief, a well-meaning hum-
bler, slow-witted, densc but alway:
Toyal. He is also noticeably older thau
Holmes, which was nnt the case in 1
stories, The ending, restored in recent
years to some prints, makes a, for the
time, shocking reference to Holmes
cocaine addiction.

Rating: $3.40.
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