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"AII of the Monkeys" by Birmingham playwright Jan Radelitf will

premiere at the Dotrolt Actors Collective on Friday-Saturday, Feb.

'21-22, and Thursday, Friday, Feb, 27-28, at the First Prosbyterian

Church of Birmingham. The play is a comedy about a man who
% relects on and discovers all the monkeys in ono significant

_moment of his life — his wedding day. For tickets at $8, call 842-
&' 4838,
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Actors help on.e:anofther

By Cathie Broldonbach
spaclal wrlter

TIIERE’S SOMETHING new stlrring in the

theatrlcal community. Last June, a group

of actors and dircctors founded the De-

trolt Actors Collective as a support and
nctworking group for those in the Dclmll avea who
in theater, tel and com-

mnrv:lnl lm.

Every Monday night when most theaters are
dark, they meet to exchange news of upcoming au-
ditlons as well as lo support one another and pro-
vide opportunities to develop professional skills.
They talk shop and sometimes swap props.

The group Is amall with 10 core members plus
thelr guests, and untl! recently they met in a mem-
ber's hame. The format of meetings varles accord-
Ing to the needs of the members, Sometimes mem-
bers critique one another as they read scripls to
prepare for upceming auditlons. From time to time
they Invite a speclalist to a meetlng to lead the
discusslon, and next summer, they plan to sponsor a
weekend workshop featuring Instructors from Her-
I{'ertk Berghof and Uta Hagen's acting school in New

or|

Mectings sometimes center on reading new plays
by arca playwrights because a goal of the Detrolt
Actors Collective is to foster original theater in the
Detroit arca.

PERFORMERS, better than others, know it's a
Catch 22 proposition for an unknown playwright to
get an original play produced. Most theaters are
unwllling to Lake a chance on a new play untess it's
already had a successful run, and it doesn't stand a
chance of having that successful run unless some
theater gets things rolling by daring to produce It in
the first place.

Last spring the Detrolt Actors Collective
launched Kitty Dubln's plny *Mlrrors” in a public
readlng. Some of those who heard the reading de-
clded the play warranted a full production. *Mir-
rors™ Is now playing at the State Fair Theatre
through Saturday, March 1.
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‘Lots of people think an orlginal pIE y is
probably avant-garde and obscure.
Mine isn’t. It’s middle of the road,

middle American.’
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= Jan Radcliif

Detroit Actors Collective wlill present another
original play, “All of the Monkeys® by Jan Radcliff,
a Blrmingham playwright and multifaccted cnter-
mner. The comedy will debut as a full production
at 8 p.m. Fridoy-Saturday, Feb, 21-22, and Thurs-
day-| h-{dny Feb. 27-28, at the Knox Audltorfum of
the Flrst P Church of Bl

THE PLAYWRIGHT has alrcady added three
short scencs lo her two-act comedy about & sue-
cessful 40-year-old novelist who s trylng to sort out
what the patterns in his Hife mean.

WIS oF people think an origthal play Is proba-

Arthur Ecer. celebrated actor and member of the
Unlvers!ly of Detrolt Theatre Department, will di-

Rndclm said of Beer, “He hos a wonderful
comedic sense and the actors love working with
him because he's such a good actor himself.”

The production s “very much a collaboration,”
with Radcllff produclng and consulting on all facets
of its first staging.

Radellff said the cooperative arrangement ls
“better for me as a playwright than it would be to
see the play produced in an cstabllshed theater.”

Working closely with the experienced Beer glves
her an opportunity to polish the play as it maves
toward ogcnlng night, and to sce what warks before
a llve audlence and what doesn't.

Tonlght at 8 pm.
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bly and obscure. Mine isn't,” she sald.

“it's mlddlo of lhe road, middie America.”
deliff, a nallve of the southwest, spent 10

years as a singer with a group that presented a Las
Vegas-type act featuring a variety of popular mu-
sle, dihe wrote song lyrics and even cut several re-
coras.
“1 don’t sing a lick now and I have no desire to go
back Into a bar six nighta a week, but I like aing-
Ing,” she sald. “It’s just not a form of expression for.
me."

A number of years ago, she moved to Birming-
ham where she Iives with her husband, Rip, a direc-
tor of Industrial films, and with her young son and
daughter, In the Detrolt area, she has worked on
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