pagne than was seen at her launching.
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Queen, Goose: 2 biggest stars in Long Bea'c;h?f

By Doris Scharfenberg
spoclal writer

HE RMS. QUEEN MARY,
once cmpress of the high
scas, has reached 50 and her
birthday parly is going full

steam ahead [n Long Beach, Callf.

Permanently berthed next to another
celebrity, Howard Hughes's Spruce
Goose, the ship-turned-hote) has sched.
uled a long list of annlversary high
Jinks through May 26,

They Include a 50 years of Fashlon™
show, cgg hunts, blg bands, commem-
ratlve colns, and a search for the
“missing crown jewels” (Winner keeps
a dlamond). There will be more cham-

Ocean liners are expecied to be of
ample size, but the 1,000-foot-long
Queen Mary Is awesome, a 12-story
ship looming at dockslde like a walled
elty. .

SHE WAS built to be the blggest,
fastest, most glorious ship ever to
Ieave Southhampton, and, incldentally,
to carry England's messages abroad;
“R.M.8." stands for Reyal Mail Ship,

Two thousand passengers could be
carried In three classes of

LIPS
T

tions, none of which were sparse.

A Flrst Class tlcket at $564 raund-
(rip (1936 prices) gave you a chance to
dine near Glorla Swanson or the Duke
and Duchess of Vindsor, and rented
one of the largest cablns ever seenon a
crulse ship. These origlnal staterooms
sitll gleam wlith wood pancling, Art
Deco trim, strcamllning, formlca and
plastlc. . . costly materlals in the thir-
ties. ~

DURING WORLD War If, the Queen
went to war, putting her 27 massive
boflers o work transporting 800,000
men past enemy subs and winning clta-
tions for bravery.

In postwar economic battles, howev-
cr, the high-priced Queen could nol
compete with inexpensive jet service to
Europe. Long Beach pald $5 miilion In
1967 to buy the vessel as a tourlst at-
tractlon, After 1,001 Atlantle crossings
and a farewell voyage around Cape
Horn, she became a Californlan. More
than a mllllon spectators welcomed
*“4heir ship™ to her last port.

After veconstructive surgery and
cosmetle palnt, the Queen Mary is dtke
a muscum outfltted with every luxury
liotel facillty, You can dinc In high

Long Beach's two biggest visi-
tor atteactions are the "rotired”
Quean Mary ocean liner and
*Howard Hughos' Spruce Goose,
The Queen, an awesome 1,000
teot long and 12 stories high, Is
now a hotel, The Spruce Goose
the largest airplane ever built
{law only once, less than a mile,

siyle, hold a conventlon, or sail into
matrimony in the gem-llke Gothic
Chepe).

NO ONE gets seasick on Q.M. honey-
moons any more, but you can feel the
sea moving when harbor waters are
rough. .

Stretched out in your own sulte, you
can wonder about the famous people
who occupled It in earlier days, There
is @ “llving time capsule” feeling on
board; an echo from the past that
doesn't interfere with the present.

Groups tourlng the ship are piloted
around most of the hotel arcas to pre-
serve guesl prlvacy and at-sea illu-
sions. On the bridge, for example, a
sound light show simulates an ocean

storm crisis, even to rain pouring
against windows,

A night on board runs {rom $59 to
$89, single occupancy; $75-$105 double.
Lower prices are for [nslde rooms.

THE SPRUCE Goose, another think-
big creatlon, Is berthed a few steps
away from the Queen. It was also built
to carry quantlty payloads across the
Atlantie in record time.

Hughes's XF-11, called the Flying

Boat or the “Spruce Goose,”" was de-
slgned to 1ift men and arms to Europe
above the reach of German U-Boats in
World War IL -
The Goose, the world's Jargest air-
plane, nests under the world’s largest
geodesic dome, a bubble worthy of itx
own posteard, Inside the roof Is painted
black; the Flylng Boat under spotlights
is white. It stuns. Nobody expects much
alrplanc. Elght-cnglnes, wings spread-
Ing as wide from wing-tip to wing-tUp

For a mini-vacation, try a hotel

Special weekend price packages at arca
hotels, coupled with events and acllvitles
{hat range from the sedentary to the stren-
uous, make Southcast Michigan a great

place for winter weckend getaways, ace

cording to the Michigan Travel Bureau.

The Hotel St Regls in Detroit's New Cen-
ter offers “The Holiday — With a European
Accent,” a package including weekend ac-
commodatlons and theater tckets.

Rates for the elegantly restored rooms
range from $175 for one night per couple,
to $199 for two nights per couple, and in.
clude chilled champagne upon arrival as
well as a $35 credit toward a weekend din-
ner in the Restaurant St. Regis.

Reservations for the St, Regis “Hollday”
also include tickets for a performance at
the Michigan Opera Theatre, the Attle The-
atre or the Fisher Theatre, all In the New
Center's “Theatre Row,” or an Orchestra
Hall concert.

WEEKEND sclection Is based upon tick-
ct avallabillty.

Another all-around-downtown Detroit
excursion Lakes advantage of special week-

R . ¥
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YNE TRAVEL PROTESIIONALS
FAEE FLIGHT INSURANCE ‘200,000
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trom *198%°
from % 1 9800
from $ 178

end rates at the Hotel Pontchartrain, the
Westin Hotel or the new Omni Internation-
al. Rooms range from $59 to $135 per
night, based on double occupancy.

The Detroit Institute of Arts offers films,
Sunday Brunch with Bach, youth theater
performances or just the opportunity to
quletly comtemplate Its 65,000-work col-
lection,

The Detroit Sclence Center will fascinate
kids of cvery age with lis hands-on ap-
proach to the sclences,

For an cvenlng with an ethnle twist,
Greektown and Trapper's Alley, a flves
level “festival” mall with 90 shops and res-
taurants, provide the stage for a colorful
event,

THE GREAT Escape Weckends at Dear-
born's Henry Ford Muscum take winter

visliors back Into another era to enjoy re-
creations of its entertalnment, fashions,
food and famous personalities,  *

Visitors at the 1920's Great Escape, Feb,
22-23, will listen to carly jazz, dance the
Charleston, ogle “daring"” flapper fashions,
and mingte with Charles Lindbergh, Glecia
Swanson and Charlie Chaplln, Weekends in
January, March and April will bring back
the 1900s, 1940s and 1850s.

Greenfleld Viltage also offers winter
walking tours from January through mid-
March. For information about tours and
the Great Escape Weekends, call {313)-271-

1978, -

THE HISTORIC Dearborn Inn offers a
two-nlght package Including lodging and
cocktalls upon arrival for two people, and
admittance to both the museum and village
for $180, Call (313) 271-2700 for details.

The Mayfair Regent
Presents a Romantic

VALENTINE'S WEEKEND

Chilled champagne and [resh straw-
berries will greet you in your lavish
room or suite. A continental break-
fast in bed and a newspaper will pamper

you in the morning. . Alnlio

c

A special opti

T
dinner can be served in your room with -
advance rescrvations.

All reservations include a dunntion‘torour speclal
ihralig or

rom $179% Valentine Weckends are available
FT. LAUDERDALE....¢rom $178° ¢ starting at $125 per couple. Please call’
MONTEGO BAY ..vcverstrom 1529%° : for details.
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FARMINGTON HILLS A Regent Internatlonat Hote
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After reconstructive surgery and cosmetic
paint, the Queen Mary is like &8 museum
outfitted with' every luxury hotel facility. You -
can dine in high style, hold a convention, or
be married in a Gothic Chapel,

as two Boelng 7078,

Visitors clamber up 2 steel staircase,
walk through the carge hold and peer
Into the cockpit where & wax Hughes is
looking over his shoulder, "“Here's How-
ard" exhibits, aviation displays, and a
400-seat theater showlng related films
are there to answer questlons.

HUGHES'S PERSONA so dominates
that it Is nearly forgotten how Howard
had to be argued into this project by
Henry Kaiser, inventor of the Liberty
Ships, Once Hughes saw the merit of
Kalser's fdea, however, the avinition
ace, millionalre movle-maker, etc., put
everything he could into making It
work, The protolype was begun In 1942,

Metal shortages forced the use of
laminated wood, but only slivers of
spruce are found anywhere. The Spruce
Goose s reatly a blrch blrd, Another
high-tech. note; ordinary beach balls
wore used to add bouyancy when it
landed.

Of course there were nay-sayers to
battle, In a scenarlo sultnble for ane of
his own movles, Hughes faced congres-
sional Inquirles and was accused of
fraud and boondoggling, but in the last
reel hie dazzled 'em all.

It took five years to (inish the plane
but in November 1947, he taxied across
Long Beach Harbor and flew, It flew
under a minute, under a mile, but it
flew.

TOO LATE. The war was over by
then and no one needed cven one such
plang, let atone the 5,000 optimistically
planned,

When Hughes dled his Goose became
a endangered specimen, threatencd by
muscums and coliectors who sought.to
buy parts, When the Goose was on the
auction table and ready to be carved
up, it was the Acro Club of Southern
California - and Wrather Corp, who
came to a last-minute rescue. Hughes
would have relished the drama,

The Spruce Goose, the Queen Mary
and an English-accented shopplng com-
ples called Londontowne Vidage are
found at the southern end of the Long
Beach Freeway, They are open dally
from 16 a.m, to 8 p.m, but the box off+
lee closes at 4 p.m. to allow two hours
for the last tour. For Information, call
213-435-3511, N N

FIFTY YEARS ago Long Beach was
a sunny town for lense Hollywoodlans
lke Clark Gable and Carol Lombard.
Stylish homes and cottages, some posh
hotels, The City of Long Beach now has
major industries llke oil, aviation as
well as abundant convention facilitics,
Aging Art Deco and Spanish Revival
structures have been fixed up to reflect
proudly In glassy highe-rise offfves.
Downtown shopping s good, R

The 1926 Breakers Hotel, for exam-
ple, 1s old elegance In new ghape, just &
short hike from “Queen.” $50 and up
for a double room. In the same area,
Shorellne Parak offers biking, hiking
and {Ishing. .

Go on a whale watch, sall to Catall-
na, or take a “Gondola Getaway" canal
tour around Naples Island, It is a true
Venctlan ride with cheese, crackers
and, Pavaroitl singlng on tape. You
bring the wine. $40 per hour.

Rancho Los Alamitos (Ranch of the
Little Cottonwoods}, L.B.'s oldest struc-
ture, Invites tours. Intrigulng Spanish.
Victorian home, once the ecenter of a
huge ranch. Wed.-Sun, afternoons, - -

Served direclly by Republie and
ather lines, Long Beach draws from
Los Angles International, Is an casy

drive to Disneyland, Hollywood, Sngi .

Diego or Palm Springs. N

And don't forget the long, Jong sandy
beach for which Long Beach was
named. For a visitors gulde and more
Informatlon: Long Beach Visltora
Councll, 180 E. Ocean Blvd., No. 150,
Long Beach, CA 90802. Phone 213-436-
3645, -

Florida - Recommendad Harbor Island Spa Package

g Hot Line
1-800-SPA-SLIM
Come out ot the *Cold’
- and melt otf POUNDS
- ‘at America’s #1 Spa

“Call now & receive the Iatest infarma
" on out reasonable vates.

Room rate includes: 3 Supervised meals daily - Dietlcian - -

Spas for men & women -

ree massages - Indoor & water

exercise classes - Free tennis - Golf {avall) - Nightly
~dinner dancing & Entertainment - Every resort facility.

Lary Poshi

?Iarbdr “Island :

THE RLSORT Sp

a. o

nd, Miami Dasch, FI. 30341 |

call now tor rates & brochure
CALL TOLL FREE - dial

1-800-SPA-SLIM
(1-80!
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