Ring traditions

The use of engagement and
wedding rings can be traced to the
cavemen.

tn those tlimes, il was customary lor
the caveman 1o lie stirands of grass
around the finger of his betrothed to
signify theic engagement. The wedding
ting was aclually a cord of reeds that
the man used o bind himsall to the
bride’s wais! 10 signily their spirit
becoming ane,

" The more traditional use of gold
rings in wedding ceremonies is
believed to have begun in early
Egyptian times. Inscriptions have been
found in wedding rings dating as far
back as 400 B.C. in the Greek and
French cullures.

The ring ceremony perfermed in the
pas! was very ritualistic. The
cletgyman placed the ring upon an

open boak, sprinkled it with holy water

and then blessed it. The groom then
picked up the ring between his right
thumb and tirs! two fingers and placed
it on the bride’s thumb saying, “In the
name of the Father." He then moved it
10 her first finger stating, "'And of the
Son;" transferring it to the second
linger saying, ""And the Holy Ghost,”

and finally placing it on tha third tinger
saying, “Amen."

This tradition has been replaced
with the ritualistic vow hal is said by
the groom while placing the ring
directly on the third finger of the
bride's left hand {also repeated by the
bride for the groom in a double-ring
ceremony.}

Whila Il is not necessary, an
engagement ring remains a popular
symbol of love. The custom of the man
proposing with the engagement ring in
hand has fallen info disuse,

The engagement ring may be worn
any time after the formal engagement
announcement has been made, Since
it is impraper to wear the wedding fing
above ho engagement ring, the
engagement ring is usually worn by
the bride on the right hand during the
wedding ceremony and \ransterred
back lo the left hand atier ihe wedding
ceremony.

Engraving wedding bands is still
popular. Usually the bride and
groom's inittals and the wedding date
are engraved on the inside of the
wedding band. It there is room,
semetimes a sontiment is also
included in the inscriplion,
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THE LAZARE DIAMOND"

A
BRILLIANT
PROPOSAL.

She’s wonderful, unique, special.
She’s a woman who deserves
nothing less than The Lazare Diamond.
A diamond cut to ideal proportions
to release a matchless fire and beauty,
along with unique identification.

It's the diamond that says
I Love You brilliantly.

The Lazare Diamond. Setting the staudard for brilliances

David Wachler & Sons

THE FAMILY OF AWARD-WINNING JEWELRY DESIGNERS
Downtown Birmingham « 540-4622
Renalssance Center, Detroits 259-6922
Gertiliad Gemologlsts, Membars American Gem Society
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