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Didn’t provoke shootout — suspect says

From hls Oakland County Jail cell in
December, where he was awalting trial
on a charge of armed robbery, Casimir
Bagaclunls wrote the following to the
Livonla Observer:

I would like you and the public to
know that Arthur Sherman and [ did
not iave any weapons on us and surren-
dered ourselves into the custody of offi-
cers Klask and tlenderson. That we
both had our hands on the car with our
1egs spread, waiting to be searched. Be-
fore either one of us knew it we both
were shot from behind, Which you
could plainly see Il you saw my arm or
knee -~ that the slugs came in from
behind.”

Bagaciunls was shot three times by
Henderson.

BOT!H Bagaclunis and James D, Bar-
ton pleaded guilty to the armed rob-
bery of a Farmington Hills home on
May 5, 1985. The rohbery took place
minutes before the shootout un the
frecway, Pallce alse implicated Sher
man in the robbery.

Oakland County Circuit Judge Fred-
erick Ziem sentenced Barton to 20-50
years in prison and Bagaciunis to five
years.

Rarton alse was senlenced (0 a man-
datory five years In prison for posses
ston of a fircarm In the commisslon of
a fulony/sccond offense. Bagaciunis
also was sentenced 1o a mandatory two
years in prison for felony fircarms pos-
n/first offense.

Shooting prompts suit

AT A PRE-TRIAL exam In 16th District Court,
Henderson testificd he shot at the two men because

By Mario Chestnay
staif wriler

The three were accused of binding
and terrorizing two brothers and a
woman for 3% hours during the rob-
bery. After brandishing a sawed-off
shotgun, police said the three men tied
up the two brothers and assaulted the
girliricnd of one of them. The men then
demanded drugs, money and other gos-
sessions before ransacking the house.
They drove away shortly before 3 a.m,
driving south on Middlcbelt toward the
Jeffries Freeway,

THE OBSERVER interviewed Baga-
ciunls in late December In the Oakland
County Jail.

Q: Did you rob the Farmington
Hills honte?

A: I saw It as ap casy way to get
money. Dopers don't calt police. I
wouldn't rob anyone who carned an
ionest living. Dopers are rich and not
getting it ‘legally. Sherman felt that
way, too.

Q; What did you do nt the house?

A: We tied up the people and ran-
sacked the place. We spent a lot of time
taking stuff out (to the car) and putting
it in the back seat and trunk. 1 dldn’t
see any sexual assault. The woman was
Maced and her legs were burnlng (from
the Mace). We stole marijuana, hash,
one-half gram coke, toals, electric gui-
tars, amplificrs, stercos, a 20-gauge
shotgun and $1,070 cash.

A

The city of Livonta and 1wo pollce officers have
been named as defendants In two lawsuits stemm-
ing from a 1985 freeway shooting ln which one man
was killed and three others, Ineluding a pollce offi-

cer, were injured.

The suits were flled by a Westland man convlet-
ed in January of armed robbery and now In Jackson
Prisen, and by the mother of the Garden City man
killed in the same shootout on the Jef{rles.

Offlcers Gregory Henderson, a 15-year member
of the force, and Charles Baron-Klask, a 16-year
veteran, have been named in the sults filed In

Wayne County Circult Court.

For their handling of the freeway Incldent, May-
or Edward H. McNamara named the two officers
as Livonla‘s 1985 "Officers of the Year.”

IN HER SUIT, Marlene Burke of Canton Town-
ship charges Henderson with shooting her son, Ar-
thur Sherman, 25, afier he had gotten out of a car,
put his hands on the car and “stood there passive-

ly.

Sherman's mother asks for compensatory dam-
ages of $10,000 and $1 million in punitive damages.

Henderson received a bullet wound to his chost In
the May 6, 1985, shooting. He is stlll disabled and

has not returned to work.

Wednesday, Inkster resident James D. Barton
pleaded gullty to the shootlng of Henderson before
Wayne County Clrcult Court Judge Michaci J.
Conner. He faces a Feb. 26 sentencing on two
charges, assault with Intent to commit murder and

felony fircarm.

City attorney Harry Tatiglan called the two law.
suits, flled Jan. 27 by Blrmingham attorncy Gerald
Portney, “ridlenlous” He vowed the city would
: countersde at the tlme It answers the charges.

“THE CITY suffered damages because of that in-
cident,” Tatigian said. "We lost an officer. He's
been off duty and on sick leave and that costs the
clty money, We will counter clajm to recover our
damages. Plus, we could charge them with mali-

Bagaciunis was armed,

upward.”

man's body.

they were “advancing” and because one had hls
hand In his pocket. Police sai¢ neither Sherman nor

According to ap autopsy report by Wayne County
Medical Examiner Marilee Frazer, the bullet that
kllled Sherman — the only bullet that went into his
body — entered the left side of hls abdomen and
and traveled “from left to right, back to front, and

Attorney Portney said that the autopsy shows
that Sherman was shot [n the side, while his back
was partlally turned away from Henderson and
away from the guntire coming from the frant of the

car.

The examiner sald thero was no evidence of closo
range firing on Sherman's body. Autopsy reports
also showed no evidence of drugs or aleohol in Sher-

@ What happened before the
shooteut?

A: We were ncar the freeway when
we saw the cops. We hoped (hey
woutdn't follow us. The three of us
were in the front seat. 1 was in the mid.
dle, sitting on a gun, which was be-
tween the scats, There was a .38 under-
neath the passenger scat. We had
thrown a BB pistol onto the pile in the
back.

There were two shotguns In the
trunk. The amplifiers were sticking up,
touching the ceillng. We turned. onto
the freeway cntrance ramp and their
lights went on. We had a story ready.
Barton was just cvicted, the reason for
all the stuff in the car. The car was
welghted down, se we stopped on the
road, If we had gone off, we would
have scraped bottom,

Q: What happenrd when the offi-
cers approached?

At Klask came up to the driver’s slde;
Henderson came up to the passenger
slde. They asked us to step out of the
car. itendetson opened the door, Sher-
man stepped out. 1 hesltated. 1 was
wondering what Barton (the drlver}
was doing. He was making no attempt
to get out. So Klask apened the (driv-
er's} door, Barton began getting out
when 1did. Then I think Henderson saw
the BB pistol on the floor. It probably
tel off the plle. It looks like a regular
gun, He yelled there was a gun In the

car to the other cop. lle grabbed me
ang pulled me the rest of the way out
and shoved me toward the side of the
car, next to Sherman. Sherman had his
hands on the trunk, We were out of the
car before the gunfire staricd.

Q: When did the shooting start?

A: Barton got back into the car.
That's when the shooting staried. Kiask
was standing back (from the driver's
door). Henderson fired (nto the car, The
shootout lasted 10-20 scconds. There
were popplng sounds, flashes of fire,

Hendersen fell back, He was shot In
the chest. He fell on the ground, toward
the rear of the car. le was firing up
into the car. We had already surren-
dered. lle murdered Sherman, shot him
in the back. There was no possible way
for Henderson to shoot Barton. :

1 was hit In the knee. It twisted me
around. Henderson emptied his gun,

Barton was shooting over his shoul-
dor at Klask. He was hit twlee by
Klask. Klask cmptied his gun. He was
reloading when Barton started the car
and took off.

When Hendersen got shot, he fell
back and down. 1 think he was mad be-
cause he was hit and began firing. He
could have yelled “freeze.” We had sur-
rendered. We  weren't armed. We
wouldn't have moved.

AT THE PRE-TRIAL examlnation,
Henderson said he was wounded, stum-
bling and knew he was “bleeding badly™
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when he shot at Barton, and ihat he
pointed his gun “In the dircction” of
Sherman and Bagaclunis,

Livonla police captured Barton, In-
jured, three hours later In front of a
home on Arden Street.

Sherman was dead on arrival at
Westland Medical Center. The Wayne
County medical examliner sald Sher-
man was wearing handculfs when he
was cxamined. The autopsy noted he
had abrasions over his face and on the

left side of his nose, “most likely the
result of a fall.”

Bagaciunis said Sherman was kicked
in the face by police officers who ar.
rived on the scene after the shoolaut
and as he lay dead on the side of the
road.

This storyr was written by Mario
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