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Man convicted of wife’s murder in 1967 seeks new trial

Continued tram Page 1

for his prison time and seck parole. He
Is trylng to make an issue on his state
of mind at the time,” Chopp sald.

Merlo's attorncy, Frank Lawrence of
Livonia, refused to comment on the
case, Lawrence sald he declded about

. two weceks ago to avold discussing the
case “because it Is not [n my client’s
* best Intercst.”

Merlo wen hls new trial by arguing
that the judge at his first trial gave the
Jjury bad instructions, The judge told
the jury Merlo had to be convicted of
first-degree murder unless they fell be

had proved he did not Intend to kill his
wife when he entered the beauty shop.

But In 1979, 2 new ruling was handed
down (hat “sald a certaln type of in-
struction was not okay,” Chopp sald.
“That (the 1979 rutlng) ls the only rea.
son, aceording to Newblatt, that Merlo
is getting a new trial”

1f Merlo had been convicted of see-
ond-degree murder ~ based on his ar-
gument that when he entered the shop
he dld not intend to kill his wife, but
later did so after becoming enraged
he could be out of prison today on
parote, Second-degree murder does not
carry a sentence of life Imprisonment.

Free dental exams for kids set

Drs, David Welne, Arnold Golnh::

:cnl:d to the parent at the cnmpletlon

and Susan Carron, In
the Michlgan Academy of Pediatrle
Dentlstry.ang Chilidren's Dental Health

. Month, wlll be offering a free dental
examinatlon of children for identlflea-
tion purposes from Feb. 17 to March 7,
The doctors, who are speclallsts in
pedlatrie dentlstey, will examine a
child’s tecth and list the findlngs on a
denlnl chart. Thls chart will be pre-

{CAPITAL

wlll not be placed on the teeth. In unier
to remaln accurate, the chart should be
perlodically updated as new teeth
crupt into the nouth, and new flllings
are placed.

The offlce address is 27650 Farming-
ton Road, The telephone number is 553-
3260. Appolntments will be necessary
for thls cxamlnutlon
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STRENGTHTRMNING HEALTH cLue §

for MEN and WOM

8 MONTH
MEMBERSHIP

OFFER VALID
4 DAYS ONLY
WITH THIS AD

STRONG INBODY TO KEEP us
STRONG IN MIND!

Equipment
= Reslstance Equipment for
Upper/Lower Body
« IsokInetic Equipment
+Saunas
» Private Showers
 » Private Lockers
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*WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHAPE, FIRM &
SW\ENGTHEN YOUR BODY?
HANDLE FEELING GOOD

. WNYWAIT? LOOK AND FEEL GGOD
FOR SPRINGI START TODAY1

$15% opF

with an eye exam
and complete pair
of RX eye glasses
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{- NEW! Olymplc Free Weight

ENCOURAGLINT
TH0 EX
CUIRGE.

1 ° Qverthoyoars, much hasboon

: wrliton about what peeplo exporls
M once whon gomocne thoy love
N dlas. Howevar, one thing wo'vo
. fearnod i3 that griol I3 a very
individual procoss a porson
goos through,

Thare az0 no rules 1o go by,
but thoro are some holpiul
guidotines. Many of these aro
discussod In our unique bro.
churo ontltted, “Living With
Your Loss™ writien by notod
berecaveament oxport and
author, Or. Earl A. Groliman,

For your complimantary
copy, please fool roa to call us
of drop by.

IN ITS nppenl. the Oakland County
prosecutor’s offlce i8 argulng two ma-
jor issues, The firat is that the Judge's
instructions to the jury in 1967 were “a
harmless error. This didn't cause the
Jury to find him gullty,” Chopp said.

The second argument is that “the
low should not be retroactive™
meaning a 1867 verdiet should not be
changed because of a change in jury in-
structions in 1979, Chopp sald.

“The retroactivity has lo be dealt
with," Chopp sald, “Thls Is not a totally
ruolvcd question in the U.S. Supreme
Court.”

Chapp Is hoping the appellate coust
wlll rule on the prosecutor’s appeal and
request for stay of proceedings in time
to prevent the trlal from starting
March 10,

But when Judge Newblalt ordered a
new trlal for Merlo, he included a con-
ditlon. If Merlo is not retried within 80
days of his order {Dec. 27), ""he must be
unconditlonally released to go free
“We won't let that happen, though. It
we can't get a stay (of proceedings). We
will retry It,” Chopp sald.

The Onkland County Prosecutor's
offlce and the Farmington Hills Police
Department were notified last year of

Meﬁo’l {ntention to seck a new trial,

“LOCATING THE evidence and the
wltnesses — prcparlug for the trlal —
Is time consuming,” sald Conway, who,
in 1987, was §n charge of the Farming-
ton Townshlp Police Department De-
tectives Burcau and handled the Merlo
case.

“1t can take an hour to locate a wit-
ness and six months to locate another,”
Conway sald.

But Conway !s prepared to go to trial
1f the prosecutor can't get a stay of pro-
ceedings and win thelr appeal. “We'll
present our case and that's it.”"

Both Conway and Chopp acknowl
edge the hard work and expense In-
volved in retrying Merlo. “The physical
hurdles that have to be overcome —
Iinding people, reconstructing the case,
Also having testimony come out as it
originally dld. And the cxpense is enor-
mous. The amount of money this man
(Merlo) has received from legal asslst.
ance alene. . ., Chopp said,

“Mr, Merlo has been assigned not
one, but two attorneys to go through
this sccnud trial plus a private investl-
gntnl‘. Chopp continued.

The assistant prosccutor will ask
Judge Mesier to reconsider whether
Merlo should have two public defend.
ers,

RECALLING THE investigation In
1667, Conway sald the caso offered few
difflculties. “We knew who he was.
There were cnough witnesses - six
women and & llitle boy, So there were
no problems,"”

Conway also recalls that the murder
warrant for Merlo was lssued at 12:45
p.m, the day he kiiled his wife. But im-
medlately after the shooting, Merlo
{led flrst to hls kometown in Ohlo and
then to Philadelphla,

1t wasn't only the Detroit-area news-
papers who were carrying Merlo's pho-

to in January 1967, Conway hu a copy
of o newspaper article - In the Jan.
21, 1967 edition of the ¥

cash a stolen check and surprised po-
lice by ennlmlng to the murder.
When hia police nabbed

Dally News — about a man called John
Marlo (also known as Marlow). The :r\-
ticle Is about Merlo, a suspect in his
wlfe's kitling, who had been nabbed hy
police In Philodelphla for trylng to

Merloat Lhe bank, ho pulled out his .32-
callber weapon and pointed It at the de-
tective who was walting that day for
Merlo to enter the bank, according to
the Philadelphia newapaper.

Stores remove capsules

Continued trom Page 1

LOCAL A&P Food Store officials In
Farmington and at a reglonal office In
Southileld would not comment on the
slituatlon or the store’s policy.

‘The company reportedly pulled all
Tylenol from its store shelves In 28
states. The products were Lhen report.
cdly impounded by offleials for further
testing. The second bottle was dlscov-
ered in a Woolworth's store several
blocks from the A&P where the first
poisoned bottle was bought, according
to news reports.

Alfected lots and cxpiration dates in
the two bottles are ADF916/567 (May
1967} and AHA090/487 (April 1987).

“We will glve any refunds for a cus-
tomer requesting it said Berl Fal-
baum of Perry gs, with stores in
I-‘arminglon and Farmington Hills,

A!] regular and extra strength cap-
sules were pulled from the shelves as
of Friday as a “precautionary mea-
sure.” The capsules will remaln off the

shelves untll store management re.
celves word from approptiate govern-
mental agencles.

ARBOR DRUG store customera may
also recelve refunds, or make a substi-
tution, if they prefer, according to Re-
becea McLennan, representing Arbor
Drugs Inc., with stores in Farmington

As of Friday “all capsules have been
pulled until further notice,” ahe added,
“1 feel sorry for Johnson and Johnson
(mnnumctumr ul the pain reliever).
This 1s just sick.”

Tylenol capsules were also pulled
from shelves at Farmer Jack, both
Maple Village Dlscount Drugs and Bel-
Alre Drugs, all in Farmington,

Custorners can bring the product
back for refunds at the above locations.
Bel-Afre Drugs has accepted only un-
opened bottles for refund so far, a
spokeswoman sald.

The cyanlde polsoning death is the
first since seven Chicago-area real.
dents died in 1982 after toking talnted
Tylenol capsules, offtcinls sald,

LEVI'S° LOW DOWN,
SEVEN DAY SALE.

Easy care cottonipoly

of the year. Choose fro:
avarlety of calorsin
sizes 28-38.

S STRAIGHT L

lock up and save on
the lowest price

ol the year.

Easy care colton /
poly in sizes 25-30.

LEVI'S' CORDS
HIT ROCK BOTTOM

GUYS’
BOOT CUT CORDS

blend at the lowest price

STUDENTS’ AND BOYS'

m

*12.99

EG CORDS

*10.99

Choosa lrom a large
seleclion of Lewi's

Basic black and gray
to coordinate any
qutfit 100% cation.
Sizes 12-20.

STUDENTS' COLORED
DENIM JEANS

The classic 5-pocket
siylain now colors.
Choose black, gray
os bieach. 100%
collon. Save *7.00.

RTS.
Choose rom several
colors. Sizes S-XL.
Save '5.00.

never goes out of
fashion. 100% cotion In
slzes 28440,

Super steaight for a
superfit. 130%
cation. Insizas 3-13.
Savo *6.00. .

VISA® and Mastercard® accepted. .
Prices good through Saturday, February 22, 1986.

LEVI'S BOYS' KNIT
SHIRTS
nit Shirts.

Save 14.00-*5.00. Sizos S-XL.

BOYS’ COLORED
' DENIM JACKETS

GUYS’ LEVI'S POLO

GUYS' BOOT CUT

DENIM JEANS
Stock up on the style that

GALS’ 5-POCKET
DENIM JEANS

57.99

2299

*18.99

$10.99

*15.99

*21.99

|

THAYER-ROCK
FUNERAL HOME

33603 Grand River Avenve .
Farmington - \

. 474-4131 |
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. TEI:-TWELVE MALL . NEXT TO MEIJER® ON: *
* WESTLAND MALL * FORD ROAD AT CANTON CENTER
« NEXT TO MEIJER® IN ROYAL OAK ¢ PARDEE AT EUREKA IN TAYLOR
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