Sally Field atars as Emma Moriarty, a divorced mothor
who moves to a small Arizona town, whare she rune a
horse ranch and falls in love with the local pharmiclst,
In “Murphy’s Romance.”

. the movies
<. A Dan
I . Greenberg

What's so special
about this tiresome
romantic comedy?

Everybody seems to be golng gaga over “Murphy's Romance®
(PG-13), but T thought It was a rather dopey romantic comedy that
was short on comedy and so obvlous In its romance that it gat
boring.

Emma Moriarty (Sally Fleld) shows up In Eunice, Arlz., with 12-
year-old son Jake (Corcy Halm) and the ldea that she's golng to
support the two of them by boarding and tralning horses.

Naturally the bank won't lend maney to an unattached woman.
Eunlce was a town that Gloria Steinheim and Bella Abzug missed
on thelr Jast ERA tour,

Meanwhile, In town, away from Emma's floundering ranch,
Murphy Jones (James Garner) Is an offbeat, iconoclastic pharma-
clst who is recovering from the great trauma of his wife's death.

THE THING IS that what passes for radleal behavior in Eunice
(and in “Murphy's Romance”) Is pretty sappy In this day and age.
In short, Garner is saddted with an actlonless role. Confined behind
a soda fountain dispensing chocolate phosphates and avolding wry
aphorisms just isn't Garner’s meticr.

In “Murphy’s Romance,” Garner has neither the script nor the
talent to overcome the “Rockford* stercatype as a pleasant cynie
who has scen It all and deals wlith life’s foollshness by actlon and
acerbie comment.

In case you dldn’t guess, the Widow Morfarty Intrigues him and
he climbs out of the despalr of his widowerhood to begln courting
her and winning over her son. Naturally, her no-good ex-husband
Bobby Jack (Brian Kerwin) shows up to cadge a few meals and
regain her love and affection.

The limited conflict and cnergy that arises out of this situation is
a slight stress on the boy. Jake Is taken by Murphy's overtures for,
as every widower knows, the way o a woman's heart Is through
nher kId's aficctlons, But the problem is, Jake Hkes his dad, too.

The major cllmax between Murphy and Bobby Jack comes at a
party Bobby Jack threw In splte of his ex-wife's reluctance. It
really is a non-party, with Bobby Jack continually taking booze
from the kitchen cupboard to a crowd sitting around in a terminal
stupor. Thelr Joss of sensibility is from boredom not booze. The
audlence probably gets the same feeling.

DURING TINIS exclting party, Murphy and Bobby Jack have
words. James Garner wins the thetorical battle, barely, but Bebby
Jack gets to sing a folk song. On the whole, it s a party well-
missed. Bobby Jack fs clearly the vlllain, however, beeause he
sings to some cute young blonde.

Well, it is so simple-mindedly obvlous that Emma prefers Mur-
phy and wishes her ex-husband would leave. But the plot structure
is so0 limlted that Emma is constrained {rom kicking Bobby Jack
out beeause the boy likes him.

Where was he al} those years she was bringlng up baby? Riding
his motercycle and dealing blondes. It's difficult to believe she let
him stay the first night, let alone weeks and weeks,

Her tactic, then, Is to entice Pharmaclst Jones with her cooking.
Convenlently, he is boarding his horse at her ranch and has con-
vinced the townsfolks (o board theirs.

Every evenlng after he stables his horse, she Invlies him to din-
ner so he can make her ex-husband jeatous. Of course, in the best
tradition of modern feminlsm, the Widow Moriarty Is proving her
Independence and modernity in the kitchen.

Enough sald, This is a dippy, boring and overly obvious fllm,
which won't challenge your mind or your sensibilitics, Don't
pather, for even the most devoted Garner fans will wish he was
back In his tank. .

James Garner Is pharmacist Murphy Jones, who vies
with Moriarty's d for her
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Production has good balance

Performances of the Will-0-Way
Repertory Theatre Company pro-
duction of “The Gingerbread Lady”
by Neil Simon continuc through Sat-
urday, March 8, at Will-0-Way Ap-

review

prentice Theatre in Bir
For ticket {nformation call 6¢4-4418.

By Blll Bowlas
spaclal wrlier

Balancing a story of lost hopes and
wasted llves with quick-wltted repar-
tee s no casy task, but In the WiI-O-
Way production of Nelt Slmon's “The
Glngerbread Lady,” the job is per-
formed cloquently. *

Starring in the title role is Francine
J. Hachem as Eva Mera, an aging sce-
ond-rate nightclub singer whose failing
battle with atcohollsm forms the play's
central action. Hachem's dynamie per-
formance carrics us with her on a se-
ries of pixilated highs and hung-over
lows.

cloud over the delicate prospecls of
Eva's battle with the bottle,

Jimmy (Dennls LaLonc) Is an aging
homosexual queen, who ks an actor sill
waiting for his big break. Toby {Elleen
T. Weiss) is a Grand-Raplds-bred pseu-
do-socialite whose obsession wlth her
negligible beauty Is matched only by
her chlildilke helplessness.

0dd Couple” which waa rich In dla-
logue, “Tho Gingerbread Lady" is rell-
ant on the psyche of the ch )

whose bright-faced lanocenco and sup-,
portlve presence has little fl!ecl on

pull its welght.

At times il scems as |f Simon is
trylng to bring a touch of Tenncasce
Willlams to his work, Like when Eva
palrs herself with a mooching rootless
boyfriend who takes the flrst canven-
lent opportunity to blacken her eye.
Her boyfricnd, Lo Tanner {(John Free-

man), is only a more gruff example of

the type of frlends Eva chooses.

Jimmy and Toby unconsclously over-
burden Eva with their own problems
and It doesn't take long before Eva is
drin!tlng agaln. Freeman Is adequate as

LA LONE IS superb. His
mannerlsms create pockets of unex-
pected humor and hls quirky scll-styled
brand of neurosis add credibility to his
uEninwnuonul dependency on the fechle

Vi,

Welss is competent as Toby. She
thickens the gloomy atmosphere with a
curlous persona of sclf-absorption

Returnlng home to her
apartment after a 10-wecek hiatus at an
alcoholle rehabllitation home, she is
Ieft to the job of piecing togother the
{ragments of her shattered life, She is
welcomed home by two dear friends,
Jimmy and Toby, whose own dcep-
seated neuroses shed an omlnous dark

which Is funny and
frightening. Welss' Janguid movements
an e vole

Eva's nd, an tough-
talking *muslélan™ whose veolce is of
such a strong nasal quality, that he
sounds llke he s talking through a
sweat sock.

THE LONE “healthy” character In
“The Gingerbread Lady"™ Is Eva's
daughter Polly (Catharine Miranda),

Eva's g toward
tlon. Miranda s passable as Polly but
she wears a constant smile, which Is
hardly beHevable in the stralned pres-
ence of these haywire characters.
Ultimately Simon falls in hls attempt
to bring out the darker sides of human
nature and combing them with his cat-
ty, often superficlal humor. Tho strong
polnts of “The Gingerbread Lady” how.
ever, are reason enough to see the play.

Director Celin Merrhll Turner man.
ages to emphasize the sensitive help-
lessness of lost-souls in an {ndifferent
and often savage world. She blends the
often awkward humor as effectively as
possible.

Turner’s st Is fine and so is BIll An-
agnos as Manue), the delivery boy. In
the fow second Anagnos was on stage
he exuded a hot Latln machismo — a
welcome breath of spunk, an element
which would have been welcome In
Simon's often pale dlalogue. *

4] ly convey
& woman hapelessly lost in the loneli-

ness of her past.

The characters in “The Gingerbread
Lady” are the most depressing of
Simon's canon. Unlike the ficsty “The
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Kingsley Inn of Bloomfield Hils declares February
“GET ACQUAINTED MONTH.” The Kingsley Inn
will honor your dinner club card, no matter what
name or origin, for one complimentary entree
when a second entree of equal or greater valueis
purchased. Please present the card to waitperson
attime of arrival, The card will not be punched or
otherwise devalued.

Hours: Monday thraugh Thursday 5 p.m. to 11 p.m,, and
Sunday 2p.m. 10 10p.m.
1t's just our way of inviting you to get acquainted

and sample our interesting menu...much more
affordable than you might think.

Proper attire required. Reservations, please.

Kingaleg Jun

deligiits
&
Spits
“T.S.T.D." (TAKE SOMEONE TO DINNER)
FREE

® of Troy~ A

SURE TO BEAT THE "WINTER BLAHS”

One Free dinner entree when a second dinner entree
of equal or greater value is purchased.

OFFER GOOD MONDAY THRU SATURDAY FROM 4:00 P.M.

CANNOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTIONS

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD -
* BLOOMFIELD HILLS « 642-0100. .-

Reservations; 649-1840
3270 West Big Beaver Road
Shefficld Office Plaza

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 1, 1986
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for weddings, dinner dances & special occasions
avaitable foe functions anywhere in the Metto Detroic

asen,
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1986

‘re looking for carrlers to dellver The |
Obsarver & Eccentric Nowspapars.

* Interested?
Call §91-0500 for route detalls

Waknoc Form 1040EZ
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'Whiripoo, Seunas |
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Oriontal Stait.
Wuscle Pressurs
133300,
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[t = Mountain Jack’s
TOKYO QRIENTAL
ﬁg“-?n dELEI“ | has an incred-
WT‘W"' ™ ible offer that’s
™ 128 13 Mise) o 2o T
Farmington HIII)I hard to resist.
553-2898 For only $1095,
SHOGUN ORIENTAL Sunday through
HEALITH SPA Thursday, you can savor
B our tender, corn-fed prime
356-7310 by gk g rib, aged to peak flavor and pre-
[Honday-8aturday 10-2 AN. pared just the way you like it.

LOBSTER TAILOR P _
A DELICIOUS CH(%E% €T AN

SC)I'%O%%AI)S;E = salad bar served at your tble.
|- - R So hurry over to Moun-
An opportunity to see & hear & variety of bands ideal tain Jack’s for our Incredible

Refreshments 7:00 P.M. No sdmission charge Available
l‘{OMA'S OF BLOOMFIELD - Sunday through

211 S, Telegeaph Rtoad - . Thu ~
33229237 - untit Feb- + 48

Or feast on our luxurious Australian
Lobster Tail, caught fresh from down under.

Each entrée comes with fresh-baked
bread, piping hot soup, and a fresh garden

APPETIZING
109

Prime Rib or Lobster feasts.
This fare won't
last forever.

\ S :
2262 Telegraph Road, Bloomfield Hills 334-4694
26855 Greenfield Road, Southfield $57-0570
Available at all Detroit arca Mountain Jack's, . -
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