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Today, as a 21.year veteran em-
ployce of a parts manulacturer, the
Redford-based Stahl Co., Rebtoy
handles the General Motor and Ford
Mator accounts as production con-
troller. Hls supervisor allows him
the needed flexlbility for emergency
{ire runs.

He was drawn into firefighting
work by a friend's father, and has
been hooked ever since.

Worklng 55-60 hours cach weck,
Reboy still makes time for his vol-
unteer (Irefighting. He currently s
district chlef for Fire Station Three
near Grand River and Mlddlebelt,
and at age 39 Is senior flrefighter
for the department, which works
with a $1.2 million budget.

REBTOY ESTIMATES the city
would spend more than four times
that amount, if it used a fully paid

District chiefs at each of the four

statlons watch the number of fire
and medical runs closely. Rebtoy
doesn't llke to sce a station handle
more than 70 each month.

.

“If they take too many runs, itll
burn a guy out,” he said. “And if we
don’t have any, it works the same
way."

To keep the call ratio even and
because of the city's growth, capital
improvements plans In the depar-
ment call for a possible fifth flre
station, he said.

Department morale is “ihe best
it's ever been,” under the direction
aof current Fire Chief Richard Mar-
Inucct, Rebtoy said. He credits the
improvement to the appointment/
promotion of an internal chief —
the first [n the city’s history.

NOT ONLY has morale Im-
proved, but the incidents of fire
have decreased over the years be-
cause of local community education
and Increased {ire Inspection pro-
grams. “We used to have a major

Farmington Hills honors veteran firefighter

house fire once a month,” Rebtoy
said

Education programs have
changed that. The department also
has a service where smoke alarms
are provided and installed at no
charge to area residents on request.

The district fire chlef spends a
good deal of time “listening to peo-
ple” at the scene of medical emer-
gencles — the majority of calls ta
which the department responds. He
llves in the central part of his sta-

tlon's coverage area, and his crew
recelves 65-70 percent of all cails
throughout the city, according to
Rcbtoy. Last year, his station re-
sponded to 899 incldents.

“[ call it my therapy — It's really
just a hobby for me," Rebtoy sald of
his volunteer experiences. “You've
got to make It fun.”

It's more than fun for some volun-
teers. As part-time workers, they
carn $6,009 per year on the average,
which Rebtoy considers ‘“preity
good for a second job.”

Detroit Baptist Manor plans more

The origina) plan had 50 beds and a
therapy room and several lounges,
which have since been converted into
ms, Some areas were
eliminated to reduce the size of the
project and reduce the gross square
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bed project cosis were too high and
space planning did not meet with state-
planning polictes for the aged home fa-
cilltles, according to MDPH informa-
tlon.

“WE DESIGNED the building to
meel nursing care specilicatlons so if
in the future we wanted to convert it
Into a nursing home, we could. But the
department of health frowned on that.
Our area s over-bedded in nursing
holrgcs, according to them.” McQuaid
sald.

residential

Ieet per bed

The facility would offer private and
semiprivate rooms, three meals per
assistance  with
dressing and bathing and a fu)) range of

day, housckeeping,

activitles.

The second project — approximately
48 units In quadriplexes - is targeted
for a five-acre parcel at the northeast
corner of Drake and Freedom roads,
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adjacent to an existing Baptist Manor
mz&unu apartment building, McQuald
said.
Farmington Hills City Council jast
week Introduced an ordinance authoriz-
ing the sale of the property 10 Baplist
Manor, which has an option on the
property. The Farmington Hills city
charter requires adoption of an ordi-
nance when selling property.

THE CITY is sclling the property to
Baptist Manor at $25,000 an acre for a
tota) of $131,000. Baptist Manor is ex-

~peeted to make a $1,000 down pay-

ment, and pay the balance in two pay-
ments In the next two years, City Man-
ager William Costick said.

Although Baptist Manor officials are
still working on plans for the quadrl-

plexes, the idea Is to provide housing

for scnior citlzens -~ age 62 and older
~ [n mid-income range. The units will
not be subsidized, McQuald sald,

The units would be about 1,000
square feet in size and cach building
would contain four units, with single
car garages, McQuaid sald.

“We are working on a plan to form a
co-op. Persons would purchase a unit of
stock in the co-op equal to the cost of
the unit,” McQuaid said. A monthly
maintenance fee would be charged so
resldents will have “malntenance free
living." he added.

Under the co-0p concept, resldents
would reccive a financtal return when
they are ready to scll the unlt. The val-
ue of the units would “be at market
Tevel, ! guess it (cooperative) Is an unu-

senior housing

sual animal,” McQuaid sald.

“THERE IS a demand for housing,
for sentor citizens who do not quallfy
for subsidized housing yet are not so
affluent they can pay the price any-
where," McQuaid sald.

Before planning for a co-op gets far

_ along, Baptist Manor offlcials plan to

conduct a market test 1o make sure the
concept can be successful in this area,
McQuaid said.

Baptist Manor facilitles were flrst
built at the 13 Mile location in 1972,
The facliltles offer Independent living
for arca senfor cltizens. Some of the
houslng is federally subsidized.

The exlsting 13 Mlle factlity has sev.
en duplexes and seven quadriplexes.
This facllity plus the one at Drake and
Frecdom house 550 residents, MeQuald

said.
“The waitlng llsts are very long,” he
added.

FIREPLACE tiles clean quickly when you
use ault and o hindf lemon, then wush with
sonp und water, Use the lemon as the appli-
cator, Scrub up thoae unused basement
things and sl them with n quick Obacrver
& Eceentric Classified Ad,
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