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Prisoners to clean up

Rouge, area freeways

By Teri Banas
staff writer

*you don't know 1f jail is the answer, but you want
them (convicted offenders) to do more than report

Prlsoners soon will be clearlng out the the Rouge
River |n western Wayne Counly and pleking up
trash along metropolltan {reeways.

The Wayne County Sherlff's Department expects
to launch a jahl work program Feb, 24 for non-dan-
gerous prisoners.

The 12-month pllot program was prompted by
jail overcrowding. It wiil funded wilth a new
$90,000 state grant, Wesiside headquarters wlll be
Jocated at the abandoned Wilcox Yard in Plymouth
Township.

“ft's a scntencing alternative,” said Sherifl
spokesman Dale Jurclsin. Twenty 20 prisoners are
being selected from the jail this week to take part.

TARGET GROUP is offenders who are serving
45 days on misdemcanor charges such as drunk
driving or writing bad checks, he sald.

The program will screcn out those convicted on
assault charges or those consldered a safety risk,
Jureisin sald.

Although overcrowding and tight jail space have
prompted the program, Jureisin said there Is hope
for real rehabltitation.

~There are certain work cthics instllled in a per-
son who Is Involved in a cleanup program,” Jurcisin
said. "Yau can see progress being made, We're hop-
ing it could change a mind set that erime doesn't
puy.”

There are no projectlons yet on how much im-
pact the program will make. But Jurelsin said t's
expeeted to draw from the misdemeanor offenders,
wha make up about 20 percent of the jafl popula-
tion.

THE WAYNE County Jall, with 1,750 beds, Is
ically at capacity or p: cven with
the abitlty to double-bunk some prisoners.

This program was recommended at a seminar he
and other county officials attended last year at
Brandels Unlversity In Boston. It was sponsored by
1he Naticnal Institute of Sentencing Alternatlves.

When the Sheriff's Department recelved a
$50,000 grant from the Nattonal Institute for Jus-
tice to combat Jail overcrowdlng recently, plans
weat into motion here.

Jurcisin admits that it wouldn't work, however,
without the support of the sentencing judges.

WAYNE COUNTY Clrcuit Court Judge Patrick
Duggan, for one, says the alternative goes beyond
freeing up jall space. IU's an optlon to choose when

Don’t park in

A handicapped parking place is not a special
privelege for a disabled persons, says the national
commander of Disabled Amerlcan Veterans. "It is
not even a convenlence,” he adds. “It is a necessi-
el
Edward Gallan polnis out that DAV is not asking
for sympathy. It Is asking for understanding about
things like handlcapped parking zones marked with
the internaticnal handleapped access symbol. Oth-
ers shoutd not park there,

He explalns that spots close to stores are what
handleapped people need. “It may be a paln in the
neck for an able-bodied person to walk a much
longer distance with a loaded shopping bag in cach
hand,” he notes.

“But think of somconc carrylng a heavy load
over that same distance on arilflcial legs. It can
cause serlous pain, perhaps even bleeding. And the

toa prob. offlcer.”

Duggan sald he frequently uses a slmllar pro-
gram run under the Community Restitution Pro-
gram of the Wayne County Adult Probation Depart.
ment. Throuzh thls program, offenders are as-

signed to community service work Instend of to”

all.

But unllke the sheriff department's plan, this
program Is only available for indlviduals who are
indigent and can't afford to pay their court costs,
sald project director Anne DuConge.

DuConge's program, now in [ts 10th year, oper-
ates In Detrolt's Recorders Court as well as at the
county Circult Court and has wide acceptance by
Judges. Last year, 88 judges referred offenders to
some 50 particlpating community agencies, includ.
ing the Boy Scouts & Amerlca, the Capuchln Soup
Kitchen and Bon Secour Hospltal, for example. It
also is funded by a justice grant.

ACCORDING TO DuConge, she and one other
staff person ficld a 2,000-persen caseload by rely-
Ing on supervislon from the participating agencles.
Superyislon, she advised the sherit’s department,
fs the key to runnlng a suceessful program.

“Most of them (offenders) are drop-outs, 17-27,
who come from famities with ane parent. There's
1o motivatlon and no job.

“And there's a lot of problems in just getling
them out on time. It’s best to have the judge, an
authority figure, mandate (thelr appearance on the
Job),” she sald.

IN TME SHERIFF'S plans, Jurclsin sald, super-
visors from the county roads department will over-
see the workers while sheriff's deputies will be
asked to “crulse” the worksltes.

In putting together the project, county officlals
needed to sccure agreeements from county labor
groups to ensure that vnion jobs wouldn't be cffect-
ed, He sald those agreements were reached with
the stipulation that the work invalve manual labor.
The unlons drew the llne on work that would re.
quire “power toals,” he sald,

Bestdes saving falt space, Jurclstn said there
would be an addltional cost savings. Currently, it
costs $68 a day to house a prisoner In the county
jail system. This program would cost the county
$40 a day to handle an offender, he said.

In western Wayne County communities, both
Livonla and Westland district courts operate simi-
Tar work programs out of their respective proba-
tion departments.

their places

person wearing legs Is more
to falling than an able-bodled person.”

The disabled also need ramped curbs near their
parking place, and space between thelr car and
other cars. 1t’s hard to pull a wheelchair out of the
car and set up up before leaving your car. You need
reom, he explains.

Galian notes that handlcapped persons rely heav-
ity on thelr cars because othorwise they would be
prisoners in thefr homes. They can’t walk very far.

“Further, nearly all bus and subway systems, re-
gardless of the Jaw, arc not sct up to accommodate
people who can't walk up steps.”

He stresses the fact that “handicapped parking
places are for handicapped people.”

“Please, don't put yourself in thelr place,” he
says. .
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Friedlaender Allergy Clinic, PC., .
Alex S, Friedlaender, M.D. and Sidney Frledlaender, MDD,

announce the relocation of thelr offices
to the
Sinai Goldin Health Care Center
6450 Farmington Road (north of Maple)
Suite 205 :
West Bloomfield, Mi 48033 .
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Welcome to Top Of The Lamp. We specialize in lamp shades, lamps (flvor, table &
wall), lamp repair & lamp parts. Top Of The Lamp has thousands of beautiful

replacement lamp shades to choose from. Plus we have hundreds of lamps to
brighten up your home or office, We are open for business so, let's get acquainted

“Bring your lamp base in for proper shade fitting.”

Hours: Mondny-Friday 9:30 - 5:30 ® Fridoy 9:30 - 8:00 ® Saturday 9:30 - 5:30

TOP ot the LAMP

8461 Wayne Rd., Westland, M1 48185 ® (313) 525-0570
Holiday Plaza Center (Between Joy & Warren Road)
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Librarles, compu-
ters, and state-of
the-art research
facilities are impor-
tant components of
a quality education
in leading univer-
sities, But the key
to excellence re- .
mains the chemistry
which occurs daily
between individual
students and their
professor.
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Itis as true today as
a century ago: the:
more contact stu-
dents have with .
their professors,
the better their
education. At

The University

of Michigan-
Dearborn, faculty
are our most
important resource.
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