Foster home operators express concerns

By Mary Klemlc
statl writer

Adult foster care providers from
around Michigan asked for more relm-
bursement {rom the state, listing rising
expenses, the need for higher wages
and possible competition from compa-
nles among thefr concerns,

Concerns and comments were alred
at a two-hour publlc hearing Friday In
Livonla City Hell conducted by state
Sen. Robert Geake, R-Novthville, chaire

man of the Appropriations Subcomsit-
ice on Soclal Services, and state &n.
Joc Conroy, D-Fiint. Another pullc
hearlng on the subject is scheduled’or
10 a.m. Friday in Kalamazoo. L
“We contlnue to be grossly undr-
funded,” sald George Cushingberrytr.
of the Michlgan Resldential Care Aso-
clatlon. “We're appalled at the fct
we're not able to make more progres.
We are facing serious, serlous troubh™
Ben Howlett of Pinckney, who opr-
ates a flve-resident home there, saldie

figured that $188 is hall the amount
needed to operate a home with six resl-
denis o day. This total Includes land
taxes, malntenance and transportation,
among other costs, and comes to $31.36
per resldent, he sald. The state pays
only $17.90 per resident, according lo
Howlett.

“If we did not have private-paying
residents, T wouldn't be here today,”™ he
sald.

A group home provider could be
*wiped out” fInanclally from a lawsult

resuitlng from one patlent attacking
another, said Robert Werthmann, who
operates a group home in New Balti.

ore,
“The state should help defend that
operator, and I 1t (the court declston) Is
glzalnst hlm, the state should pay it,” he
sal
Linda Clancy, who operales two
adult foster carc homes in Midland, ex-
pressed concern about a pew parent
company there that reportedly plans to
provide services similar to those of-

police/fire calls

2

Listed Uelow are some of the
Farmmngton-area palice and fire
calls received during the past week.

® PETITIONS PENDING

Two juvenlles from Detrolt, suspect:
od of possessing a stolen car, were ar-
rested in Farmingion Hills late Feb. 13,

Police intend to flle petltions with
1he Oakland County Probate Court Ju.
venile Division charging the youths
with recelving and conceallng stolen
property, said Sgt. Charles Nebus of the
Farmington Hllls Pollce Department
said.

Olficers slopped the car as it headed
west on Grand River near Nine Mlle
where it constantly swiiched lanes and
slowed down, according to the police
report.

After the car was siopped, one youth
ran away, then was found under an cv-
ergreen in the yard of an nearby house,
the report sald.

The car, a 1979 Oldsmoblle valued at
$2,000, was reported stolen out of De-
trolt Feb. 10, Nebus sald.

® THEFTS REPORTED

Several thefts were reported to Jocal
police agencies. Some of them follow:

A snowblower valued at $300 was re-
ported stolen from a garage on Vacri,
Feb, 7-10.

A student’s flute valued at $594 ws
reported stolen from a storage cablet
In the muslc room of North Farmig-
ton High School, 32900 13 Mile, Feb. 0-
11

A car stereo, equaltzer and tachore-
ter valued at $215 were reported stain
from a car parked in the cast lotf
Farmington HIigh School on Shinws-
see, Feb. 12

A three-plece wool suit valued 1t
$238 was reported stolen rom the -
signer Depot, 32006 Middlebelt, Fo.

12,

A hunting knife, three guns and othr
Items valued at $1,150 were reportd
stolen from a house on Davld, Feb. 12

Computer equipment  valued 1t
§5.000 was reported stolen from Ary-
strong World Industrics, 3060
Northwestern, Feb. 12,

A radar delector valued at $300 ws
reported stolen from a car parked
?lark & Co., 30301 Northwestern, Fn

A VCR and jewelry valued at 310
was reported stolen from a house n
Quakertown Feb, 13.

An AM/FM cassette radio and a n
dar detector valued at $1,050 were £
ported stolen from a car parked
Denny's, 24250 Slnacola Court, Feb. 1,

Cash plus payroll checks valued it
$597 were reported stolen from Eg

Boy restaurant, 24301 Halsted, Feb, 14,
Approximately 150-180 cartons of
assoried cigarettes valued between
* $1,500 to $1,800 were reported siolen
from the Farmington Party Store,

29450 10 Mile, Feb. 16,

Soft drinks, candy and colns worth
$300 were reported stolen from o vend-
Ing machlne at Paychex Inc., 30777
Northwestern Highway, Feb. 17,
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fered by adult foster care homes. The

company is owned by the hospital in,

Midiand, according to Claney. Clancy's
referrals come from the Department of
Soclal Services, doctors and ward-of-
mouth, she sald.

“We're in imminent danger of belng

swallowed up or pushed aside* she
sald. “We can’t compete with compa-
nies like that on the moncy we make.”

Contract companles have money ap-
propriated for repalrs at the home,
whlle Independent providers can't, sald
Rubye Mitchell of Detrolt.

Workers should be pald more s0 op-
erators “can compete with welfare,”
sald Esther Kish, a group home opera-
tor in Otlsville In Genessee County,

. clals regulating the homes Ihould v!s

Attentlon Is nceded (odny in rehablll-
tatlon and retralning for the braln in.
jurcd, Saul Leff of Royal Qak 2ald, Je.
said this arca wasn'l even addresseyt
unilt about 10 years ago, -

Another concern had to do with pos-y
slble over-regulation, Providers said
censing, flre and health regulations ol
ten averlap ene another.

Willa Mae Yarbro of Detrojt thought
persons making complaints about o
home should be required to give their
names. Yarbro and others thought offl
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them,
“You do not. know what'is happenlng

in aur homes,” Arthur Mlddlebrooks of .,

Detrolt sald. s
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Rite Carpet is having aSale on...

SALE?

FAMOUS LEES CARPETS...Fabulous Styles..fresh Colors...

Fantastlc Savings now durlng Lges Authorized Dealer Carpt Salel You'll save
hundrads of dollars on elegant Lees carpets - decorator deglgnetto complement your
home and quality constructed of durable and reslllent DuPont
stains, stallc, soll and abrasion, plus they will withstand year ait
Come see the complale collection of great Lees Carpats...hurry int

l

featuring fibers of
* JuPont An’!{cm('J

miron nylon to repel
year of tough wear.
oday and savel

855-6613
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B Exam-Evaluation

B Cleaning-Fluoride
W 4 Diagnostic X-rays

Allthisd garty visA

Children’s Dentistry
Doesn’t Have =
To Be Expensive

it hivk e ot atford 1. At the Chdrenmy -

Dental Center, expert specialists treated my
childzen . . . and the prices werse truly affordable.’”

Call Today for an Appolntment

Al Dental Insurance sMedicald »MIDA P.P.O,

Childrens Dental Center

6177 Orchard Lake Rd. » West Bloomficld, MI 48033

855.6613 8:30-5:00 M-F
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Libraries, compu-
ters, and state-of
the-art research
facllities are impor-
tant components of
a quality education
In leading univer-
sities. But the key
to excellence re-
mains the chemistry
which occurs daily
between individual

Itis as true today as
a century ago: the
more contact stu-
dents have with
their professors.
the better their
education. At

The University

of Michigan-
Dearborn, faculty
are our most
important resource,
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